
 
Picturesque Portugal & the Awesome Azores 

 
 

 
 

September 20th - October 4th, 2023 
 

 
Wonders of the Mainland to Paradise Islands 

 

Explore the diverse and stunning country of Portugal and her idyllic islands of the Azores. From the 
opulence and world-class wine of Porto, to the timeless villages nestled on the mountainsides of the 
Serra do Açor; to Aveiro, the Venice of Portugal, to the historical capital of Lisbon, and so many 
hidden gems in between!  The adventure is far from over as we continue to the volcanic archipelago 
of the Azores with gigantic calderas, beautiful beaches, charming villages, and gorgeous landscapes 
waiting to be photographed.  
 
PhotoFly Travel Club adventures are laid back when it comes to photography. They are not workshop-
style based tours and you do not need to be an avid photographer to join. All are welcome! 
 

 

 



 

Daily Itinerary 
B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner 

 

 

Part 1: Mainland Portugal (8 Nights/9 Days) 

 
"Portugal’s 1,000 miles of shore and California-style climate are attracting 

travelers in record numbers. Beyond the glorious beaches, this ancient 

nation is crammed with heritage ranging from Stone Age graffiti to villages 

clustered beneath medieval castles and forests filled with romantic palaces. 

Its lifestyle is laidback; its food and wine fabulous. Five hundred years 

ago, Portuguese explorers opened up the world; now it’s time to discover 

this little land of many wonders."  - Frommer's 
 

Day 1, Wednesday September 20th: Arriving in the north (No Meals) 

 

Upon arrival at the Porto Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport (OPO), our local 

driver will pick us up and we’ll head to the hotel to check-in and get some rest. 
Relax, catch up on jet lag, or wander the lively streets of Porto because tomorrow 

the adventure begins! Our Tour Director will be welcoming everyone to dinner 

this evening (optional).  
 

Overnight Hotel Cristal Porto, Porto 
 

*Important: We’ll be flying into Porto Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport (OPO) but departing from Flores Mundo Maya International 

Airport (FLW). Please book your flights accordingly. The arrival time windows needed for the included group transfer will be sent to the 

group approximately 4 months prior to the trip. If you arrive outside the included transfer windows you will need to make your own way to 

the hotel OR we are happy to book a private transfer for you at an additional cost. 

 

-------------- 
 

Optional Pre-night 
 

For those who wish to arrive a day early and catch up on jetlag, we’re happy to book a pre-night for you at our hotel (Ribeira do Porto): 

 
Cost: Double Occupancy: $70 per person | Single Occupancy: $140 per person 

 

You can pay with credit/debit card or mail check to Local Planet Travel: https://photoflytravel.org/product/portugal-pre-night/  

 

Local Planet Travel                             

105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607           

 

*We also accept no fee payments via Venmo and Zelle. Should you wish to pay via either method see the instructions below: 

 

Venmo: Send trip payments to @photofly (www.venmo.com/photofly) *Do not choose the "refund protection" option because a fee is 

charged and we will not receive the full deposit amount.  

 

Zelle: Send trip payments to steve.juba@localplanettravel.com    

 

*If mailing a check or paying via Venmo/Zelle, please reserve your 

spot via the above payment link and select "check payments" on 

the checkout page.  

      
                                             ---------------------------------------- 

 

Porto & the North (3 Nights) 
 

"Craggy mountain wilderness, towering medieval castles 

and hilltop vineyards with jaw-dropping views are among 

the many attractions awaiting you on a day trip from Porto. 

Whether you’re seeking a nature escape with rugged trails 

https://photoflytravel.org/product/portugal-pre-night/


and waterfalls or want to explore some surprisingly amorous elements of village life in the Minho, Porto makes an 

ideal gateway to the wonders of northern Portugal." - Lonely Planet 

 
---------------------------------------- 

 

Day 2, Thursday September 21st: Highlights of Porto (B, L, D)  

 

The “Capital” of the North 
 

"Porto’s charms are as subtle as the nuances of an aged tawny port, best savored slowly on a romp 

through the hilly backstreets of Miragaia, Ribeira and Massarelos. It’s the quiet moments of reflection 
and the snapshots of daily life that you’ll remember most: the slosh of the Douro against the docks; the 

snap of laundry drying in river winds; the sound of port glasses clinking; the sight of young lovers 
discreetly tangled under a landmark bridge, on the rim of a park fountain, in the crumbling notch of a 

graffiti-blasted wall…" - Lonely Planet 

 

After breakfast this morning we’ll head out on a privately guided walking tour to discover and 

photograph the best this town has to offer. We’ll swing by the impressive D. Luis Bridge, City Hall, 

and Clérigos Tower while learning about the city's fascinating history.  

 
 

Our first main stop is at the Stock-Exchange Palace. The Palácio da Bolsa do Porto is renowned for its exquisite neoclassical 

facade and ornate gilded Arabian Hall making it one of the most visited sites in 

the city. This massive building – located in the historic center of Porto – once 

acted as the city's stock exchange, wooing European bankers and investors alike. 

We’ll tour the interior with our guide and see the glass-domed Patio das Nacoes 

(Hall of Nations) and the magnificently golden Salao Arabe (Arabian Hall, 

which was designed to mimic the Alhambra Palace in Granada, Spain). Next up 

is the Casa da Musica (Concert Hall, outside only). The past thirty years have 

seen frantic attempts by architects to escape the domination of the "shoe-box" 

concert hall. Rather than struggle with the 

inescapable acoustic superiority of this 

traditional shape, the Casa da Musica 

attempts to reinvigorate the traditional 

concert hall in another way: by redefining the relationship between the hollowed interior 

and the general public outside. This one-of-a-kind building will be a great one to 

photograph. Our tour of Old Town Porto concludes with the Oporto’s Cathedral. Built 

in the highest part of the city during the 12th century, the Sé Cathedral is the most 

important religious building in Porto. It is located in the Batalha district, next to the 

walls that once protected the city and the exterior of the building even has the appearance 

of a fortress with battlements. Declared a National Monument, we’ll explore the beautiful 

interior and learn about the fascinating history of this iconic structure over the centuries.  

 

But our day is just getting started because the smells from the restaurants and markets of 

Porto have been seducing us all morning and it’s time to eat and drink like a local, with 

a local! Savor foods at beloved cafés and markets including regional delights to savory 

classics. Taste northern Portugal’s world-renowned Port Wine and learn its history and 

cultural impact. With interesting gastronomy facts from our local guide throughout, this 

food and wine tasting experience will really hit the spot! 



 

Tonight, we’ll reconvene for a delicious welcome feast to toast the start of an epic adventure together, at a highly regarded 

restaurant in the city.  

 

Overnight Hotel Cristal Porto, Porto 

 

Day 3, Friday September 22nd: Into wine country we go… (B)  
 

Douro Valley 

 
"The Douro Valley could as easily be called the enchanted valley, 

such is the beauty and magic that its landscapes offer." - Visit 

Portugal 
 

This morning we head 

out of town into the 

beautiful countryside 

in search of great 

photos and more 

wine! We'll start our road trip along the route that offers the best vistas, stopping 

for pictures as we go. With its lush green vegetation, countless vineyards and 

sweeping views, the Douro Valley is one of the most popular places to visit in 

Portugal. With a history of 2000 years of wine production, this UNESCO heritage 

site also happens to be the most ancient wine region in the world. It goes without 

saying, a visit to Douro is not complete without tasting the fruits of her rich and 

fertile lands. Our first stop takes us to a beautiful vineyard to sample some of their 

world-class wine.  

 

The afternoon is another must as we board a boat for a cruise on the Douro. The short but scenic float along the lush 

landscapes of the Douro Valley is the perfect way to cap off a wonderful day. Back in Porto, the evening is on our own to enjoy 

dinner with, dare we say, another glass of wine?   

 

Overnight Hotel Cristal Porto, Porto 

 
 

---------------------------------------- 

Portugal’s Mountain Villages (1 Night) 
 

"Finding hidden treasures in Central Portugal is the feeling one embodies after 

walking amidst the mountains and rivers that lead to the mountain Villages of 

Portugal. A world of secular trails connecting each unique village to another, where 

centuries of history, tradition, and landscape remain preserved." - Portugal A2Z 
 

---------------------------------------- 
 

Day 4, Saturday September 23rd: To the Mountains… (B) 

 
After breakfast this morning we’ll bid farewell to “the city of wine” and make our way to 

the mountains. The breathtaking drive will be filled with changing and diverse landscapes 

ripe for a few photo stops (time 
pending). Our first destination is a real 

gem, the schist mountain village of 

Piódão.  

 

Piódão, the Ultimate Mountain Village 

 

"This "small village nestled up in the mountains of the Serra do Açor looks 
like it is out of a fairytale. Piodão is one of 12 classified as Aldeias 

Históricas de Portugal – Historical Villages of Portugal and has been 

featured in historical accounts since the 14th century. It was probably used 

by medieval fugitives hiding in the wild Portuguese mountains. Indeed, on 



a rainy day you should look from the other side of the mountain to see the village coming out of the fog." - The Guardian 
 

A perfect place to wander the narrow streets and peculiar alleys 

made of shale rock, we’ll have some free time to take it all in 

and shoot away, with tons of photographs to capture around 

every corner. Savor a taste of the local flavors for lunch (not 

included) and don't forget to try the tasty cajadas – milk tarts!  

 

From the edge of town, we’ll begin a beautiful hike known as 

Foz d'Égua. This moderate hike begins in Piódão and takes us 

to an idyllic and unforgettable little village. Take in the historic 

architecture and well-maintained schist houses. The "iconic" 

spot to capture is near the two stone bridges that cross the 

village streams, giving way to a picturesque river beach.  The 

adventure does not stop here because there is also a suspension 

bridge and a sanctuary to check out at the top of the village. In 

sum: a beautiful walk full of history surrounded by beautiful views! (Rated: *Moderate | Length: 4 Miles | Elevation Gain: 1100 Ft | 

Terrain: dirt trail, slippery when wet) 
 

This epic day comes to an end in the village of Vila Pouca da 

Beira. With less than 400 inhabitants, there is one highlight in this 

small town and we are staying in it! Hotel Convento do 

Desagravo is a historical landmark and former 18th-century 

convent, the Convento do Desagravo do Santíssimo 

Sacramento (Convent of the Soothing of the Blessed Sacrament). 

When the last nun of the convent died at the beginning of the 19th 

century the building became a military hospital until it was 

ultimately converted into a pousada (historical hotel) at the 

beginning of the 21st century. Check-in and enjoy the beauty and 

history of this special place before surrendering to a solid night’s 

sleep, well deserved.  
 

*Due to the elevation gain, we rate the Foz d'Égua hike as moderate to difficult. That said, we may be able to pick guests up at the bottom so 

as to avoid climbing back up. Those who choose this option will only do half of the route starting from the top. If this is not possible, those 

who wish to stay in town and continue to explore on their own will have free time until the hikers are finished.  
 

Overnight Hotel Convento do Desagravo, Vila Pouca da Beira 
 

Day 5, Sunday September 24th: The Prettiest Village (B) 
 

The Schist Villages: Talesnal & Casal de São 

Simão 
 

"The 27 schist (shale) villages that have been beautifully 
preserved in the center of Portugal are scattered across the 

countryside, with the most crucial cluster in the Lousã 
Mountains. Talesnal is considered the prettiest example, 

with much loved Ti Lena restaurant at its heart. Try the 

goat, baked with chestnuts from the surrounding mountains, 
or stop at one of the village shops for a talasnico, a pastry 

made with local honey, chestnuts, and almonds." - CN 
Traveler | "The stone houses of (Casal de São Simão) are 

built side by side and imbue a special character of belonging 

and a strong sense of community. The village was built by men who derived their sustenance from the land: in the valley bathed 
by Ribeira do Fato, vegetable gardens were sown, while in Ribeira de Alge, stone millstones ground cereals to make bread. 

Today, simple tales of this occupation are an important part of the local villager's identity." - From fragasdesaosimao.pt 
 

Our morning stop is in Talesnal, the most beautiful of the 27 schist villages. Remote and hidden, small and beautiful beyond 

belief, quiet, surrounded by pristine nature; Talasnal checks all the boxes for a perfect escape from the buzzing world. After 

taking in the peace and serenity of this special place (and a bunch of photos), we’re off to the main event of the day.  
 



 
 

The Schist Village of Casal de São Simão, guarded by the chapel that gives it its name, Ermida de São Simão, is one of the 

oldest temples in Figueiró do Vinhos, dating from 1458. The tiny village is famous for the dramatic granite landscapes, steep 

hills, and an enchanting valley from which it overlooks, known as Fragas de São Simão. To get up close and personal to 

nature’s fine work, a series of wooden walkways was built starting in the village and leading down through mystic vestiges of 

laurel forest. Along the way we'll encounter a "Hobbit-like" hermitage and river beach, where the Alge stream rips through the 

rocky massif and follows its path towards the river Zêzere. (Rated: Easy | Length: 1 Mile Loop | Elevation Gain: 300 Ft | Terrain: dirt 

trail, slippery when wet and wooden walkways) 
 

Our day comes to an end at the historic city of Coimbra, our home for the next couple nights.  
 

Overnight Hotel Astoria, Coimbra 
---------------------------------------- 

 

Central Portugal (2 Nights) 

 

In-between the mountains and sea is a hub perfect for exploring both sides of 

the must-see regions in the heart of the country. Great beaches and iconic towns 

dot the coast while stunning mountain villages nestle between the peaks of 

Portugal’s highest points.  
---------------------------------------- 

 

Day 6, Monday September 25th: Little Venice (B) 

 

Aveiro, "Little Venice" 
 

"Situated on the edge of an extensive coastal lagoon system, Aveiro (uh-vey-roo) is a 

prosperous town with a good-looking center and a youthful, energetic buzz. It's 

occasionally dubbed the Venice of Portugal thanks to its small network of picturesque 

canals. But where the Italian city has gondolas, Aveiro has moliceiros – colorful boats 

traditionally used for seaweed-harvesting but now used for canal cruises." - Lonely 
Planet 

 

We’ll put our discovery of Coimbra on hold today and instead make our way to the 

coastal gem, Aveiro. Our walk through this quaint town takes us along narrow canals with vibrantly colored Art Nouveau 

buildings reflecting off the water. It would be a sin to visit Aveiro and not take a serene ride on the canals via a Moliceiro. 

These slender and colorful boats were originally used to harvest moliço, a type of algae used as agricultural fertilizer.  Today 

they’ve been adapted for calm boat rides on the canals of the aptly named “Little Venice”. 
 

 



 

After the colorful ride along the canals, we’ll wind our way through the narrow streets and get a taste of their local sweet. Ovos 

moles (soft eggs) are wrapped in a crusty wafer of all different shapes and sizes (most commonly seashells, barrels, clams, and 

nuts). The sweet creamy filling is made of egg yolks, sugar, and water. This Portuguese delicacy can be found elsewhere in the 

country, but especially in Aveiro where they originate from. In fact, real ovos moles can only be made in Aveiro: since 2008 this 

delicacy is classified as a product with Protected Geographical Indication by the European Union – the first Portuguese bakery 

product to get this classification! The day comes to an end back in Coimbra. Enjoy dinner on your own or join our tour director 

at a local favorite.  

 

Overnight Hotel Astoria, Coimbra 
 

Day 7, Tuesday September 26th:  The Medieval Capital & 

Fairytale Town (B) 

 

Coimbra 
 

"Rising scenically from the Rio Mondego, Coimbra is an 

animated city steeped in history. It was Portugal’s medieval 
capital for more than a century and its home to the country’s 

oldest and most prestigious university. Its steeply stacked historic 
center dates to Moorish times and is wonderfully atmospheric, 

with its dark cobbled lanes and monumental cathedral. On 

summer evenings, the city’s old stone walls reverberate with the 
haunting metallic notes of the guitarra (Portuguese guitar) and 

the full, deep voices of fado singers." - Lonely Planet 
 

After breakfast this morning we go on a walking tour of the former capital in days gone by. Today, Coimbra is known as 

“University City” with its world-famous school providing awe-

inspiring architecture and timeless traditions. Being one of the 

world's oldest universities, it's truly bursting with heritage. The 

visit inside the school will be optional. 

 

------------------------------------ 

 

Visit the University of Coimbra:  700 Years Old & Thriving 

(optional) 
 

Founded in 1290 by King D. Dinis, the University of Coimbra is the 

oldest Portuguese-speaking university and one of the oldest in the 

world. With 730 years of history, the University of Coimbra is an 

unavoidable institution in the history of Portugal and the entire 

Portuguese-speaking world, having been considered an UNESCO 

World Heritage Site in 2013, due to its unique material and 

immaterial heritage, fundamental in the history of Portugal, Europe and world culture. 

 

*Below are a few areas we highly recommend checking out: 

 

Cabinet of Curiosities 

 



 
 

In this space you can experience a whole world made up of "bizarre", unusual and exquisite objects, which, due to their beauty and 

enigmatic character, will arouse curiosity, a sense of wonder and the desire to find out more by visitors of all ages. It is a "Theater of 

the World" where the shifting lights guide the visitor. In this place there are no explanatory captions, because it is intended to 

recreate the pre-museum of science where contemplation and admiration were taken to the limit. The total immersion of visitors in 

this space efficiently seeks to encourage the emotional and sensorial challenge for the understanding and experience of a museum 

with a classical structure, although progressively modernized. 

 

Baroque Library 

 
The Baroque Library is the best example of Portuguese Baroque 

and is considered to be one of the richest European libraries. It is 

also known as the Joanina Library in honor and memory of King 

John V, who authorized its construction and whose portrait, painted 

by Domenico Duprà, distinctly dominates the space inside the 

Noble Floor. It holds sixty thousand books, dating from the 16th 

century to the 18th century, on a wide variety of topics that can still 

be consulted today. 

 

Botanical Garden (UNESCO World Heritage Site) 

 
The Botanical Garden of the University of Coimbra was created at the initiative of the Marquis of Pombal in 1772. The Garden, 

where history, science and nature meet, extends over 30 acres. The Botanical Garden is located in the city center, with terraces 

ranging from University Uptown to the Mondego River. Central Square, considered the heart of the garden, was the first area to be 

completed in 1791, followed by the Greenhouses, the Woods, the Systematic and Medical Schools, with 150 flower beds for the 

study of unique botanical collections that serve the teaching, support the research, and promote the conservation of biodiversity. 

 

*University Highlights: https://visit.uc.pt/en/space-list (Note: 

Certain areas are closed without notice on any given day due to 

student schedules and university needs) 

 

Price: Multiple Options ranging from $14 - $25 | RSVP & Sign-

up details will be sent to the group 2-3 months prior to the trip. 

 

*IMPORTANT: For those who wish to visit the University, there 
will not be enough time to also do the walking tour of old town 

below. 
 

*Certain tickets include headsets for self-guidance in English. Our 

guide will not be with us during the visit.  

 

---------

--------------------------- 
 

While some of us check out the university, the rest will explore the old 

town and the heart of "ancient Coimbra". Gothic cathedrals and 

stunning Moorish fortifications provide the backdrop for legendary 

tales of miracles and mischief. The first of these timeless structures is 

Santa-Clara-a-Nova Monastery. 

The “new” (“Nova”) monastery 

was completed in 1696 at the top of 

a hill, after the old monastery by 

the river constantly suffered from 

flooding and was no longer safe for 

the nuns to live there. Its church is a 

magnificent display of gold-covered altarpieces, with the one on the chancel containing the 

silver and crystal urn of Queen Saint Isabel. Her first tomb in 1330 was brought from the old 

monastery and is considered a unique example of Gothic art. 

 

Next up is the Old Cathedral. Se Velha, Coimbra’s first cathedral is called “Old” (“Velha”) 

because a new church became the city’s second cathedral in the 18th century. Originally built 

in 1117 and designed by Portuguese and French architects, it preserves much of the original 

Romanesque architecture, which is rather rare in major churches of the time around Portugal 

and Europe. 

 

https://visit.uc.pt/en/space-list


After some free time for lunch (not included) we’ll say goodbye to the old capital and make our way toward the “new” capital. 

But on the way we have one more must-stop to make.  

 

Óbidos, a Fairytale Town 

 

"Rising scenically "Surrounded by a classic crenelated wall, Óbidos’ 
gorgeous historic center is a labyrinth of cobblestoned  streets and flower-

bedecked, whitewashed houses livened up with dashes of vivid yellow and 

blue paint. It’s a delightful place to pass an afternoon" - Lonely Planet 
 

En-route to Lisbon, an afternoon stop is required in Óbidos, one of the 

most picturesque and well-preserved medieval towns in the country. This 

place is like a walled 

labyrinth with high 

medieval bulwarks 

and a castle watching 

over. We explore the maze of cobblestone pathways and learn about the 

significance of Óbidos' "nooks and crannies" before our final drive to the 

modern epi-center of Portugal.  
 

This evening is at leisure to relax and explore the area around our hotel. As 

always, all are welcome to join our tour director for dinner at a great spot 

close to the hotel.  
 

Overnight Fenicius Charme Hotel, Lisbon 
---------------------------------------- 

 

Lisbon, City of Hills (2 Nights) 
 

 
 

"Seven cinematic hillsides overlooking the Rio Tejo cradle Lisbon's postcard-perfect panorama of cobbled alleyways, 

ancient ruins, and white-domed cathedrals, a captivating scene crafted 

over centuries." - Lonely Planet 
 

---------------------------------------- 
 

Day 8, Wednesday September 27th: An epic day around the capital… (B, 

D) 

 

Today is going to be epic. From dawn to dusk we’ll explore Lisbon and the 

surrounding countryside, but we promise the long day is well worth the effort! 
Before venturing throughout the capital, we’ll drive outside the city to yet 

another fairytale land. 

 

Mystic Sintra & the Jewel in the Crown of the Artist King 
 

"With its rippling mountains, dewy forests thick with ferns and lichen, exotic 

gardens and glittering palaces, Sintra is like a page torn from a fairy tale. Its 
UNESCO World Heritage-listed center, Sintra-Vila, is dotted with pastel-



hued manors folded into luxuriant hills that roll down to the blue Atlantic." - Lonely Planet | “Pena Palace is something that 

not even Disney could dream of. It’s one of the world’s most 

spectacular palaces and one of Europe's most eclectic 

constructions.”- sintraportugaltourism.com   
 

Not too far from Lisbon, hidden behind a chain of hills, is one of the 

most beautiful towns in the whole country. Sintra in and of itself is a 

great place to wander around or grab a cappuccino and people-watch. 

But this charming place has two incredible palaces too! Today we’ll 

visit the most unique and photogenic one: Pena Palace.  
 

Sitting on top of lush hills and painted in striking yellows and reds, 

this gargantuan palace cloaks the sky overlooking Sintra. The National 

Palace of Pena stands out as the renowned jewel in the crown of the 

Sintra Hills. King Ferdinand II fell in love with the region and used 

his own fortune to create this masterpiece. Resembling a fairytale 

castle, it was built in 1840 over an old monastery, which was incorporated into the new building. Combining Romanesque, Neo-

Manueline, and a pinch of Moorish architecture, the palace is the pinnacle of Romanticist design and in its nooks and corners, 

our gaze gets lost amongst its charms.  

 

The palaces park in and of itself is breathtaking with lots of 

great photo ops. Standing in close harmony with the magical 

character of the palace, evoking emotions of mystery and 

discovery, King Ferdinand II designed the sprawling grounds 

spread across 500 acres at the same time he built the palace. It’s 

home to over 2000 species of plants, most of which have been 

brought in from different countries representing a unique exotic 

garden. Did we mention it’s situated on the highest peaks of 

Serre de Sintra to witness and photograph an incredible view of 

the town and its countryside? 
 

A well-deserved lunch will be enjoyed in Sintra town before 

making our way back toward the city. This time we’ll take the scenic route along the coast, driving through the traditional 

fishing town of Cascais and Estoril, the cosmopolitan holiday destination of the rich and famous on the Portuguese Riviera. 

Our exploration of the “City of Hills” is waiting… 

 

First stop is in the Belém District to see the great tower of the same 

name and the Monument of Discoveries (Padrão dos 

Descobrimentos). These World-Heritage Sites represent the epi-center 

of the Portuguese Age of Discovery. Moving on we’re dropped off on 

Praça dos Restauradores in the heart of the city, where our tuk-tuk 

adventure throughout the capital will begin. Exploring this world-class 

city by tuk-tuk is a real treat. The historic center of Lisbon is the city’s 

most atmospheric district, but its narrow lanes and steep hills can be 

tiring to navigate on foot. We'll cover ground in style with less hill 

climbing and more sites, sounds, and photos. First stop is Santa Lucia 

Belvedere in the iconic Alfama District. A short photo stop on this 

romantic terrace by the church of Santa Luzia is the perfect 

introduction to Alfama, with a sweeping view over its houses, 

churches, and the Tagus River. Next up is another “hop-on, hop-off” stop at 

the Lisbon Cathedral to capture images of this solid, imposing structure. It’s 

also the city’s most iconic and important religious building, dating from the 

12th century.  
 

Back on our speedy tuk-tuks a short ride takes us to Castelo de Sao Jorge (St 

George’s Castle). Towering dramatically above Lisbon, the 11th-century 

fortifications atop the capital's highest hill sneak into most photos. The castle 

served as a fortification for the Romans, Visigoths and the Moors, who turned 

it into a royal palace before it was eventually taken by Portugal's first king, 

Afonso Henriques, with the help of northern European crusaders on their way 

to the Holy Land.  It was later dedicated to St. George, the patron saint of 

England, commemorating the Anglo-Portuguese pact dating from 1371. We 



discover the millennia of history inside the castle’s walls before wandering the winding ramparts and shaded courtyards for 

superb views and photographs of the city’s red rooftops, all the way to the Tagus river. 
 

 
 

Another short ride on our tuk-tuks has us back at our hotel in no time to relax and rest before the finale of this epic day 

culminates in our last feast on the mainland. Let’s toast to the first half of this adventure and rest up tonight because believe it or 

not, we’re just getting started! 
 

 
 

Overnight Fenicius Charme Hotel, Lisbon 

 

 

Part 2: The Azores (6 Nights/7 Days) 
 

 

"In the realm of legend, some associate the Azores to the Atlantis, the mythical island kingdom quoted by Plato. 9 

naturally surprising islands, with hotels and restaurants in complete harmony with the environment, the no. 1 

archipelago in sustainability awaits you. The lakes of São Miguel, the Mountain of Pico, the Capelinhos Volcano of 

Faial, the waterfalls of Flores, and the Caldeirão of Corvo are unmistakable features. To travel throughout the 

Azores is to get to know nine islands where the same genetic code generated profiles that are distinct from one 

another." - Visit Azores 

 

Day 9: Thursday September 28th: To the volcanic paradise we go… (B) 
 

An early start this morning has us at the airport for our flight to Macaronesia. This isolated 

region of the North Atlantic is home to nine very special islands named none other than The 

Azores. We’ll discover a few of our favorite islands for a substantial “taste” of this 

archipelago created by stunning volcanoes. The unique islands lie just under 1000 miles off 

the coast of Portugal; wonderfully diverse, unspoilt landscapes which form the most-westerly 

outpost of Europe. They’re very much part of Portugal in their language, but also in their 

historic architecture, their wonderful seasonal cuisine, and their warm and friendly residents. 

 

On arrival at the Ponta Delgada Airport (PDL) on the island of São Miguel, we meet our 

local guide and head to our hotel in the heart of town. After freshening up, no time is wasted 

and we’re off to explore the Azores’ largest island.  
 

---------------------------------------- 

 



São Miguel: The Green Isle (2 Nights) 
 

"São Miguel is the largest island of the Azores archipelago and wears its elder status proudly, with an 

enviable landscape of forest-wrapped volcanic peaks, azure lakes, and improbably perfect calderas." - Lonely Planet  
 

---------------------------------------- 

 

We take the south road passing through the quaint fishing village of Caloura to get to our main destination for the day: Furnas. 

 

Furnas 
 

"The Furnas Valley is a volcanic caldera that has lain 
dormant since 1630, and it’s one of São Miguel’s most 

intriguing and otherworldly geothermal spots where mud 

pots bubble and fumaroles steam amid the lush green 

landscape." - Lonely Planet 

 

Our first stop is the Botanical Park of Terra Nostra, full of beauty 

with natural hot springs beckoning (not to mention awesome photos!). 
Wander through the enormous gardens, taking in the vibrant colors 

and diversity of flora and fauna all around us. A visit here is not 

complete without indulging in a relaxing natural hot spring with a 

swimming area originally "built" around the spring in the 1700s.  

 

From here we move onto 

the nearby lake to witness 

a most interesting meal. 

Cozido das Furnas is without a doubt Portugal’s most unique dish. The stew is 

made with an incredible twist: cooked using Furnas’s natural volcanic heat! We see 

and photograph the region of the caldera where the stew is cooked in underground 

holes and learn what this crazy tradition is all about. Our mouths will surely be 

watering after this experience so lunch is next at a local restaurant in Furnas 

village (not included).  

 

With our hunger satiated, a short drive around the highly active volcano showcases 

a thermal wonderland. 32 different kinds of thermal water activity bubble and hiss 

in this region; some sulfurous, others calcareous; either hot, warm, and even cold. 

From boiling mud pots to crystal clear springs, the variety of geological 

phenomena is fascinating. We mustn’t forget to plug our noses because sulfurous 

steam vents are sure to be spewing around every corner! 

 

We’ll take the north road on our way back to our hotel in Ponta Delgada. A stop at 

Pico do Ferro viewpoint to take in the stunning views over the valley, lake, and 

village is a delight for our eyes and 

cameras before arriving at our final 

activity for the day: the oldest tea 

plantation in Europe! The 

Gorreana Tea Plantation thrived 

for decades due to the island’s volcanic soil and humid climate which tea plant 

seeds love. In 1883, Ermelinda Gago da Câmara opened a 32-acre farm called 

Gorreana with (what was then) state-of-the-art, hydro-powered equipment. Five 

generations later, it’s still family-owned and open to the public for us to discover 

the gorgeous landscape, interesting history, and cultivation practices of their tea 

farm and factory. The visit isn't complete without tasting the delicious product. 



Before arriving back at the hotel one last stop at the Santa Iria viewpoint offers sweeping views of the lush north coast. The 

evening is at leisure to relax and enjoy a meal before bed. Our tour director will have a good place picked out for those who 

wish to join.  
 

Overnight Hotel Gaivota, Ponta Delgada 
 

Day 10, Friday September 29th:  The most beautiful trail in the Azores (B) 
 

Sete Cidades 
 

A real jewel of the archipelago, this small "city" and its lakes offer the postcard view most commonly seen around the world. 

"The Azores are full of places that stop visitors dead in their tracks 
and cause a sharp, involuntary intake of breath. But the first glimpse 

of this enormous caldera with its sparkling twin lakes might just be 

the most eye-popping of them all." - Lonely Planet  
 

A hearty breakfast is the right choice this morning because we have 

another epic day ahead. We take the mountain road this time 

stopping to capture a shot of the narrowest part of the island. The 

landscape was formed over millions of years with the eruptions of 

290 small volcanoes!  

 

Our first adventure is a short warm up hike with a world-famous 

view. It begins by Lagoa (lake) do Canário. From the lake, we 

gradually climb up 350 ft to the Miradouro da Boca do Inferno. 

The Portuguese word “miradouro” translates to “viewpoint” and 

Boca do Inferno means “Hell’s Mouth”, likely referring to the 

violent volcanic eruptions that sculpted the landscape before us 

(it’s much more beautiful than scary!). This is one of the iconic 

images that made the Azores a premiere adventure destination 

around the world. We’ll take it all in with lots of great shots 

before making our way back toward the lake. (Rated: *Easy-

Moderate | Length: 1.5 Miles | Elevation Gain: 350 ft | Terrain: dirt trail & 

dirt stairs, slippery when wet) 
 

Not too far up the road is another trail which begins at Miradouro 

da Vista do Rei. Barely stepping onto the trail affords yet another 

stunning view. The name says it all: “Viewpoint of the View of 

the King”. Continuing on, the trail is mostly flat with small ups 

and downs along the way. Making our way along the crater rim, 

this hike ends at, you guessed it, another fantastic viewpoint, 

Miradouro Lomba do Vasco. This one is special because we still have the imposing, giant caldera on one side but now a 

contrasting view of the beautiful coastline on the other. (Rated: *Easy-Moderate | Length: 3 Miles | Elevation Gain: 200 ft | Terrain: dirt 

trail, slippery when wet) 
 

Time for a well-deserved lunch (not included) will be made in the pretty town of Sete Cidades before the journey continues 

through Várzea for our final viewpoint of the day (we think): 

Miradouro da Ponta do Escalvado. From here we enjoy a 

great view of the village of Mosteiros and its islets just off the 

coast. We have one last stop for the day and it’s a sweet one 

(pun intended).  

 

The Azorean Pineapple is in a class of its own and an iconic 

treat grown all over São Miguel. We visit one of the 6,000 

pineapple plantations on the island: the Plantation of Ananases 

Augusto Arruda. With more than 100 years of history this 

place is a living museum for the unique pineapple culture 

throughout the Azores. We'll learn about the cultivation process 

and why Azorean Pineapples are the most delicious in the 

world! 

 



Back in Ponta Delgada, enjoy the marina town on your own and a fresh, locally-sourced 

dinner before bed (not included).  
 

Overnight Hotel Gaivota, Ponta Delgada 
 

Day 11, Saturday September 30th: The “Blue Isle” Awaits (B)  

 

Today we move onto another one of our favorite islands in paradise. A short flight to 

Horta Airport (HOR) has us arriving on the island of Faial. 

 
 

---------------------------------------- 

 

Faial: The Blue Isle (2 Nights) 
 

"From the lookout of Cabeço Gordo, the ground seems to slide softly 

until it levels out by the seaside, where a profusion of hydrangeas brings 

to land the color of the sea, as if materializing a romance between the 

blue of the flowers and the green of the vegetation and pastures. The 

same happens along the road leading to the Caldeira, in the center of 

Faial, and on other roads, justifying the nickname of Blue Island. But 

there is a complete change at the Capelinhos Volcano, with its arid and 

rough landscape proving that grey can also be charming..." - 

visitazores.com 
 

---------------------------------------- 

 

Arriving on Faial, our local guide will greet us at the airport and we’re off to explore the “Blue Isle”.  First stop is a baby 

volcano which recently rose above the sea to increase the size of the island.  
 

Capelinhos, the volcano that came from the sea... 

 
"The Capelinhos volcano that surged up from the seabed off Faial in 1957 is one of the best-documented sites in the world and 

the interpretation center beneath its now abandoned lighthouse does a superb job of explaining the Earth’s convulsions" - 

Valise Travel Concierge 

 
 

Encounter and photograph the remains of the last volcanic eruption that took place in the Azores in 1958, leaving behind a 

moonlike landscape. Next, we'll head to the Capelinhos Volcano Interpretation Center, to learn about the fascinating history and 

geology of this great eruption. The building, designed by the architect Nuno Ribeiro Lopes, lies hidden by volcanic sands, 

buried up to where the land level stood prior to the eruption. The bold yet seemingly invisible building occupies the ground 

floor of what used to be the Capelinhos Lighthouse. Embark on a virtual and interactive journey, with a step-by-step description 

of the geological phenomena which has occurred here and opened a new page in the scientific understanding of underwater 

volcanoes. It was appointed by the European Museum Forum for best European museum in 2012! After lunch nearby (not 

included), our next stop will not disappoint.  

 

 

 



Caldeira 

 
"The Caldeira is both literally and figuratively the highlight of Faial. The 
crater sits in the center of the island and towers above everything 

else."  - Wapiti Travel 

 

Over a mile wide and 1300 ft deep, Caldeira is a deep volcanic cone in 

the middle of Faial. It’s classified as a nature reserve with rare endemic 

flora surrounding the rim and crater floor. Discover a plethora of 

different viewpoints for amazing photos while we learn about the ancient 

history of this beautiful landscape.  

 

Moving on a stop at Ponta da Espalamaca affords great views of Horta 

town and the North Atlantic. From here we also see the neighboring islands of Pico, São Jorge, and, on a clear day, Graciosa. 

The final stop this afternoon is at the Faial Botanic Garden. 

Discover and photograph the rarest plants of the Azores, 

historical agricultural practices, a beautiful orchid garden, and 

medicinal plants. Great macro shots here! 

 

Alas, we arrive at our boutique hotel for some well-deserved 

rest before dinner (not included). Check out the harbor, a 

stone’s throw from the hotel, and take a short walk to explore 

the town center before bed.  

 

Overnight Hotel do Canal, Horta 
 
 

 

Day 12, Sunday October 1st: The Largest Volcano… (B) 
 

---------------------------------------- 
 

Pico: The Mountain Isle (Day Trip) 
 

 
 

" Named after its imposing mountain, (Pico) is one of the most beautiful and 

underrated islands of the Azores. Only second to S. Miguel in size the ‘Mountain 

Island’ stands majestically in the middle of the Azorean central group" - 

Azores.com "If you are looking for a getaway filled with unspoiled nature and 

vegetation, volcanos, lava stone landscapes, coastline views, and exquisite 

vineyards, Pico is the place to go."  - We Are Travel Girls 
 
 

---------------------------------------- 
 

 

After breakfast this morning we’ll walk across the street to the Marina da Horta and board 

our ferry to the “Mountain Isle” of Pico. On arrival at Marina da Madalena our local guide 

will greet us to begin our adventure. Heading north, first stop is at some curious rock 



formations along the coast. Locals have nicknamed this area Cachorro 

which means “puppy” in Portuguese. After one look at the most iconic 

of the rocks we’ll see why. The picture here says it all.  

 

Last week we tasted the unique wines of Douro Valley in Northern 

Portugal. Today we’ll get a sip (or two, or three, or four, or…) of the 

best wine in the Azores. Pico is famous for their unique vine cultivation 

process and wine production. At Adega A Buraca (The Hole 

Winehouse), savor their delicious wine and learn about the wine 

making process. The name "A Buraca" was chosen because of a silly 

story that took place during the construction of the winery’s basement. 

In order to build the wine cellar an extensive excavation needed to be 

completed to remove the hard volcanic rock beneath a thin layer of top 

soil. The contractor did not have the type of equipment to properly 

finish the job and ended up digging the first section at night by hand. The owner often had to leave his house late at night to 

inspect the work and his wife started joking that he was always coming and 

going from “the hole”. “A Buraca” became the obvious choice when 

deciding on the name.  

 

From here we move onto the small parish of São Roque to check out the 

Whaling Factory Museum. This interesting exhibition was built inside a 

former factory that produced oil, flour, and vitamins from whales. Built in 

1942, there couldn't be a better place to learn about the important, yet 

unfortunate practice that produced these byproducts and was so integral to 

the island's economy during those days.  

 

We’ve got to “climb” for lunch today so the trek begins (not on foot) up the 

largest volcano in the Azores to 3000 ft, before driving back down to Lajes 

do Pico on the other side of the coast. Lunch is enjoyed at a local restaurant 

in this small town with an array of locally sourced ingredients (not included). 

Up the road we find Museu dos Baleeiros (The Whalers Museum). While the factory museum focused on the manufacturing of 

lucrative whale byproducts, the Whalers Museum houses many expositions 

reflecting the greater Azorean Whaling industry that only ended in the early 

1980 ́s. Spread throughout a set of three whaling houses from the 19th century, 

the museum is a homage to the old whaling tradition, still visible in the local 

ambiance and lifestyle.  

 

Enroute back to the marina in Madalena,a few interesting stops must be made. 

First is the Church of São Mateus, with its magnificent interior décor and 

architecture. The construction started after the destruction of the old temple by 

the volcanic eruption of 1808. The foundation was built on a raised churchyard, 

with two bell towers and a unique central hall. Inside, the altarpiece showcases 

motif carvings of plants painted in gold, blue, and pink. From here the last stop is 

a special one. The UNESCO World Heritage Site, Criação Velha Vinyards is 

like 

nowhere else in the world. This quote sums it up 

best: "The island of Pico has produced wine since the 

15th century, but don’t expect neat rows of vines amid 

picturesque fields. The vintners here adapted to a 
landscape of volcanic soil littered with lumps of black 

basalt.'- Lonely Planet | The unique methods for 

producing grapes ideal for winemaking on such difficult 

terrain is what lead to this site's important designation. 

Lajido da Criação Velha is the best example, 
showcasing the art of dividing the land and planting 

vines right into the lava rock.  

 
 

Our ferry ride back to Faial has us in town for dinner. 

Feel free to join our tour director at another highly rated 



restaurant or enjoy and relax on your own. Tomorrow, we’re off to the last of our favorite Azores islands.  
 

Overnight Hotel do Canal, Horta 

 

Day 13, Monday October 2nd: The "westernmost" county in Europe (B) 
 

---------------------------------------- 
 

Flores: The Flower Island (2 Nights) 

 

Calling Flores the Azorean Jurassic Park would not be completely honest because it is so much more; natural pools 

with turquoise waters, filled with fish of a thousand colors, imposing waterfalls, colorful lagoons surrounded by a 

thousand shades of green, and orange sunsets, accompanied by a gin and tonic in hand to welcome the evening and 

awe-inspiring milky way soon overhead. 
 

---------------------------------------- 
 

This morning we board our short flight from Horta to Aeroporto das 

Flores and begin our discovery of the most beautiful and lush island of 

them all: Flores. On arrival, our local guide greets and takes us on 

another amazing road trip for the day. Heading north we make our way 

to Miradouro de Ponta Delgada. From here we see and photograph 

fantastic views over the green hills that surround the town of Ponta 

Delgada, with the Atlantic Ocean as a backdrop. A short drive to the 

northernmost town of Flores has us arriving in time for a lunch 

break. With our hunger satiated the journey continues to 

Miradouro Pico da Casinha. This one is special (as long as the 

weather is clear!). At 1500 ft above sea level, the lookout affords 

stunning views of rolling green hills, volcanic chimney rocks, and 

the Vale da 

Fazenda 

(valley) 

below.  
 

Just up the 
road we discover the area around the Morro Alto Forest Reserve. This is 

the highest part of Flores with picturesque crater lakes and ponds scattered 

about.  

 

We’ll visit a few of the most beautiful lakes including the best views from 

the Miradouro Lagoa Negra e Lagoa Comprida. These two crater lakes 

(really ponds) sit right next to each other with a narrow land bridge 

between them. Cool photos to be captured here before moving on.  



 

Lajes das Flores proudly claims the title of the the "westernmost" county in Europe. Nature and locals live in harmony in this 

small municipality; the natural wealth is breathtaking and it’s time to capture more amazing images! Next up is the “postcard 

view” and symbol of Flores. Rocha dos Bordões is a basaltic 

formation with a unique and unforgettable landscape. 

Geometrical rock columns that resemble a man-made structure 

stand high above fields of blue and purple hydrangeas. Some 

time will be spent here to wander around the monolith and get 

some great shots from different angles.  

 

The last region we’ll discover today is very close to our 

amazing accommodation and arguably the part of the island that 

put Flores on the map. In Fajãzinha and the surrounding 

western coastline, waterfalls pour endlessly over dramatic 

mountains with a seemingly infinite source. Among the 

waterfalls, Fajãs watch over the coast. This Portuguese term 

describes the beautiful coastal formation of a small flat land on 

the ocean below giant cliffs, caused by lava deltas from the 

penetration of lava flows into the sea. Flores has some of the 

most beautiful fajãs in the archipelago with small towns claiming the arable land at the bottom. We'll visit and photograph the 

stunning landscapes of Fajãzinha and Fajã Grande, where countless streams of water running down its steep cliffs form 

impressive waterfalls. In fact, we’re calling Fajã Grande, the epicenter of adventure and discovery on the island our home for 

the next couple of nights; a truly stunning landscape where few travelers get to stay.  
 

 
 

Since we’re essentially already there, a 2-minute drive has us checking into our unique lodging for the next few days: Casas da 

Cascata (The Waterfall Houses). This incredible property is 

divided into a series of cottages, each named after a local 

waterfall. Best part? The property is located at the base of one 

of the most iconic falls on the whole island: Cascata do Poço 

do Bacalhau. 

 

Completing our introduction to the “Flower Island”, the 

remainder of the evening is at leisure to take in the stunning 

grounds at our casas. Enjoy dinner on your own or head into 

town with our tour director for a great meal with great 

company.   
 

Overnight Inatel Hotel, Santa Cruz das Flores 

 

Day 14, Tuesday October 3rd: 1,000 feet deep, ancient, & 

extinct… (B, D) 

 
---------------------------------------- 

 

Corvo: The Black Isle (Day Trip) 
 

"A charming, honest, and unique community in Europe. This island may be small in size, but it has a huge heart." - 

Geeky Explorer" | "Corvo literally means "the Island of the Crow", and is the smallest and the northernmost island of 

the Azores archipelago. It has a population of approximately 384 inhabitants (as of 2021) making it the smallest 



single municipality in the country, let alone the archipelago" - Wikipedia | Though small, Corvo Island attracts the 

intrepid and most seasoned travelers for many reasons: beauty, mystery, and isolation to name a few. 
 
 

---------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

Today we’re going to explore a very special island: Corvo. From the marina in Santa Cruz (near the Flores airport), we board a 

ferry for a 1-hour trip to Vila Nova do Corvo, the islands one and only village. We’ll return to this quaint town but first it’s 

time to experience the main event, the enormous Caldeirão. This ancient crater is responsible for the epic landscape of the 

extinct volcano that gave rise to the island. One thousand feet deep and occupying nearly 15% of the entire island, this high 

point of our trip is special because most travelers never even come here. As we learn about the geological history that made the 

landscape what it is today, and its importance to the resilient people who call Corvo home amazing panoramic photographs will 

be taken in every direction! 
 

-------- 
 

Optional Caldeirão Hike 
 

For those who are up for a great workout for more amazing 

perspectives and images of this geological behemoth, we make our way 

down the steep wall to the crater floor below. During the decent we 

may see, but should certainly hear the sounds of the Narcejas 

(Gallinago gallinago), a unique bird species, along with other nesting 

birds in the cauldron like the Mallard Duck (Anas platyrhynchos) and 

the Common Garajau (Sterna hirundo). If we get stuck in the fog, don’t 

worry, the weather changes quickly hear and often clears out as we get 

further down. Join our tour director on this once-in-a-lifetime trek into 
a 2 million year old volcano!  
 

(Rated: Moderate | Length: 1.4 mile Out & Back | Elevation Gain: 

1300 Ft | Terrain: dirt uneven trail, soft ground & slippery when wet) 
 

-------- 
 

After taking in the awe-inspiring views all around us, we head back to the tiny town of Vila Nova do Corvo to explore the old 

and new of this storied community (the hikers will meet us here 
later). The sole town on the entire island is separated into two 

areas: the old center and the new quarter. Traditional houses 

line narrow pebbled alleys, called canadas. Many of them are 

uninhabited, boasting black basalt façades with white-edged 

windows. Small courtyards are still sometimes home to pigs and 

poultry from an era gone by. Plenty of dynamic photos to take 

here as we wander the streets. The new part of the village 

extends towards the tiny inter-island airport where, behind the 

runway, stand the island's other famous landmark: the 

windmills. 

 
 

Before electricity came to the island, wind was the main source 

of food production via a number of windmills. Today, 3 unique 



ones still stand and function from this long-lost tradition. They are 

unique to Corvo and look very different from those on the other 

islands due to their Arabic influence. When the Moorish kingdom 

stretched far into Spain and Portugal, they also made it to the remote 

archipelago. Triangular wings covered with canvas are fashioned the 

same way the Moors built them on the mainland. A perfect photo stop 

before we board our ferry back to Flores.  
 

Before we retreat to our incredible casas among the waterfalls, a few 

quick viewpoints for photos are in order. From the Santa Cruz Marina, 

a short drive has us gazing over the Miradouro Dos Caimbros. This 

picture is worth a thousand words. Up the road is Miradouro - Fajã 

dos Cedro. Another excellent landscape with Baía de Alagoa in the 

foreground, full of islets and sandbanks, and Santa Cruz das Flores in 

the distance. 

 

This epic journey would not be complete without one final farewell 

feast. 2 minutes up the road from our casas we celebrate our 

incredible time here with a delicious meal in the small town of Fajã 

Grande. It’s truly amazing how much we’ve seen and done on 

mainland Portugal and throughout her gorgeous archipelago, the 

Azores. A final slumber under the soothing sounds of waterfalls is in 

order before we bid farewell tomorrow.  

 

Overnight Inatel Hotel, Santa Cruz das Flores 

 

Day 15, Wednesday October 4th: Farewell to paradise (B) 

 

This morning we have a few hours to enjoy our final time among the 

falls and fill up with a hearty breakfast before making our way across the island to bid farewell to this one-of-a-kind paradise. 

There are so many more gems to discover in the Azores; we think you’ll be back! 
 

*Important: We’ll be flying into Porto Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport 

(OPO) but departing from Flores Mundo Maya International Airport 

(FLW). Please book your flights accordingly.  
 

*If you wish to depart home on September 18th, there is one flight option at 

this time which goes direct to Boston (BOS) via Ponta Delgada (PDL). You 

can track this flight here: https://kay.ac/kkC47q. To book your round-trip 

international flights using this option, you will need to book a multi-city 

itinerary from your home airport to OPO, and departing FLW to BOS on 

September 18th. Below is an example option if your home airport was Houston 

(IAH): https://www.kayak.com/flights/HOU-OPO,nearby/2023-09-04/FLW-

BOS/2023-09-18?sort=bestflight_a (simply replace IAH with your home 

airport to search results).  

 

*If you would like to stay an extra night at Hotel Inatel OR fly to Ponta Delgada (PDL) on October 4th and stay overnight here near the 

airport please contact us directly for guidance.  

 
 

Inclusions/Exclusions Below 

https://kay.ac/kkC47q
https://www.kayak.com/flights/HOU-OPO,nearby/2023-09-04/FLW-BOS/2023-09-18?sort=bestflight_a
https://www.kayak.com/flights/HOU-OPO,nearby/2023-09-04/FLW-BOS/2023-09-18?sort=bestflight_a
mailto:joinus@photoflytravel.com?subject=Azores%20Post%20Night


Accommodations 

Mainland Portugal: 

Porto: Hotel Cristal Porto 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g189180-

d10120988-Reviews-Hotel_Cristal_Porto-

Porto_Porto_District_Northern_Portugal.html)   

Vila Pouca da Beira: Hotel Convento do Desagravo 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com.br/Hotel_Review-

g580252-d565898-Reviews-

Flag_Hotel_Convento_do_Desagravo)  

Coimbra: Hotel Astoria 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g189143-d206907-Reviews-Hotel_Astoria-

Coimbra_Coimbra_District_Central_Portugal.html)   

Lisbon: Fenicius Charme Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g189158-d11789823-Reviews-

Fenicius_Charme_Hotel-Lisbon_Lisbon_District_Central_Portugal.html)   

The Azores: 

Ponta Delgada: Hotel Gaivota 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g189135-

d1395800-Reviews-Hotel_Gaivota-

Ponta_Delgada_Sao_Miguel_Azores.html)   

Horta: Hotel do Canal 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g189126-

d506394-Reviews-Hotel_do_Canal-

Horta_Faial_Island_Azores.html)   

Santa Cruz das Flores: Hotel Inatel 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g1444462-

d1847713-Reviews-INATEL_Flores_Hotel-Santa_Cruz_das_Flores_Flores_Azores.html)  

*Hotels subject to change based on availability 

 

Included 
 

• 14 nights/15 days exploring the best on & off the path destinations Portugal & the Azores have to offer 

• Charming boutique hotels throughout 

• Breakfast daily 

• 1 Lunch, 3 Dinners (Including Welcome & Farewell Dinner) 

• Local guides throughout  

• All privately guided tours and activities as listed in the itinerary 

• 3 Domestic flights INCLUDED 

o [Lisbon (LIS) → Ponta Delgada (PDL)] 

o [Ponta Delgada (PDL)→ Horta (HOR)] 

o [Horta (HOR)→ Santa Cruz das Flores (FLW)] 

• All ground and water transfers  

• Taxes, tickets, and entrance fees included as listed in the itinerary 

Not Included 
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https://www.tripadvisor.com.br/Hotel_Review-g580252-d565898-Reviews-Flag_Hotel_Convento_do_Desagravo-Vila_Pouca_da_Beira_Coimbra_District_Central_Portugal.html)
https://www.tripadvisor.com.br/Hotel_Review-g580252-d565898-Reviews-Flag_Hotel_Convento_do_Desagravo-Vila_Pouca_da_Beira_Coimbra_District_Central_Portugal.html)
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• International airfare is not included. We are happy to help you find a good flight as always! (Flying into Porto 

Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport (OPO) but departing from Flores Mundo Maya International Airport (FLW). Please 

book your flights accordingly.)  

• Items of a personal nature 

• Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 

• Meals that are not included on the itinerary 

• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 

• Any additional transportation, items, entrance fees, etc. not listed in the above itinerary 

• Tips for guides and drivers (Recommended: $7-$10 per day for guides/ $5 per day for drivers | *We recommend 

budgeting at least 300 USD total for tipping) 

o  *We offer pre-paid tipping for upgraded members. Join here: https://photoflytravel.org/membership-

program/)  

• Travel Insurance: Highly recommended (Please e-mail joinus@photoflytravel.com for more details) 

 
 

 

 

 

Price: $3,995.00 
 

Single Supplement: $879.00 *LIMITED Single Supplements Available 

 

*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested. 

 

Please go to (https://photoflytravel.org/tour/portugal-azores-group-tours/#signup) to secure your spot OR mail 

check to Local Planet Travel: 
 

Local Planet Travel 

105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 

 

*If mailing a check, please reserve your spot via the above trip page and select "check payments" on the checkout 

page. 

 

We also accept no fee payments via Venmo & Zelle. Should you wish to pay via either method see the instructions 

below: 
 

Venmo: Send trip payments to @photofly (www.venmo.com/photofly) *Do not choose the "refund protection" 

option because a fee is charged and we will not receive the full deposit amount. 

 

Zelle: Send trip payments to steve.juba@localplanettravel.com 
 

*Notice: Payment online incurs 3.7% credit card processing fee OR 3.2% PayPal processing fee (automatically added to shopping cart). 

PayPal Payments from outside the USA incur a 4.5% processing fee.  
 

 

 
Cancellation Policy & Refunds 

 

There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 120 days (May 23rd, 2023) 
or more prior to trip departure date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations less than 120 days 
(May 24th, 2023) prior to the trip departure date will receive no refund of the full amount due. No refunds on unused 
portions of the tour. Credit card fees and PayPal processing fees cannot be refunded. After airline tickets are issued, 
airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new 
ticket price. *Travel insurance strongly encouraged (ask us about policy options). 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 
COVID Cancellation Policy: Local Planet Travel Services OR Guest may cancel this reservation if the USA or country(s) we are visiting 

mandates a country-wide closure due to COVID. If this happens, you would receive a full refund. If guest chooses, the funds can remain on 

file and be applied for any future tour with PhotoFly Travel Club. *Please note bank merchant service fees when using a credit card are 

non-refundable. 

 

MANDATORY VACCINE REQUIREMENT: The safety of all our guests is a top priority regardless of where our adventures take us. All 

travelers are required to have an approved COVID-19 vaccination to participate in this tour. Travelers that meet this mandatory requirement 

https://photoflytravel.org/membership-program/
https://photoflytravel.org/membership-program/
mailto:joinus@photoflytravel.com
https://photoflytravel.org/tour/portugal-azores-group-tours/#signup
http://www.venmo.com/photofly


can join our adventures after 14 days has elapsed since their final dose. Proof of vaccination must be provided by emailing a copy of the 

participants COVID-19 vaccination card to joinus@photoflytravel.com upon sign up. *Guests who are not vaccinated for medical reasons 

are exempt from this mandatory vaccine policy with proof from a certified medical professional. 

 

 
PhotoFly Travel Club 

Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 

steve@photoflytravel.com  

 

Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 
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	Picturesque Portugal & the Awesome Azores
	September 20th - October 4th, 2023
	Wonders of the Mainland to Paradise Islands
	Explore the diverse and stunning country of Portugal and her idyllic islands of the Azores. From the opulence and world-class wine of Porto, to the timeless villages nestled on the mountainsides of the Serra do Açor; to Aveiro, the Venice of Portugal,...
	PhotoFly Travel Club adventures are laid back when it comes to photography. They are not workshop-style based tours and you do not need to be an avid photographer to join. All are welcome!
	Daily Itinerary
	B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner
	Day 1, Wednesday September 20th: Arriving in the north (No Meals)
	Upon arrival at the Porto Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport (OPO), our local driver will pick us up and we’ll head to the hotel to check-in and get some rest. Relax, catch up on jet lag, or wander the lively streets of Porto because tomorrow the adventure...
	*Important: We’ll be flying into Porto Francisco Sá Carneiro Airport (OPO) but departing from Flores Mundo Maya International Airport (FLW). Please book your flights accordingly. The arrival time windows needed for the included group transfer will be ...
	--------------
	Optional Pre-night
	For those who wish to arrive a day early and catch up on jetlag, we’re happy to book a pre-night for you at our hotel (Ribeira do Porto):
	Cost: Double Occupancy: $70 per person | Single Occupancy: $140 per person
	----------------------------------------
	Porto & the North (3 Nights)
	"Craggy mountain wilderness, towering medieval castles and hilltop vineyards with jaw-dropping views are among the many attractions awaiting you on a day trip from Porto. Whether you’re seeking a nature escape with rugged trails and waterfalls or want...
	----------------------------------------
	Day 2, Thursday September 21st: Highlights of Porto (B, L, D)
	The “Capital” of the North
	"Porto’s charms are as subtle as the nuances of an aged tawny port, best savored slowly on a romp through the hilly backstreets of Miragaia, Ribeira and Massarelos. It’s the quiet moments of reflection and the snapshots of daily life that you’ll remem...
	After breakfast this morning we’ll head out on a privately guided walking tour to discover and photograph the best this town has to offer. We’ll swing by the impressive D. Luis Bridge, City Hall, and Clérigos Tower while learning about the city's fasc...
	Our first main stop is at the Stock-Exchange Palace. The Palácio da Bolsa do Porto is renowned for its exquisite neoclassical facade and ornate gilded Arabian Hall making it one of the most visited sites in the city. This massive building – located in...
	But our day is just getting started because the smells from the restaurants and markets of Porto have been seducing us all morning and it’s time to eat and drink like a local, with a local! Savor foods at beloved cafés and markets including regional d...
	Tonight, we’ll reconvene for a delicious welcome feast to toast the start of an epic adventure together, at a highly regarded restaurant in the city.
	Overnight Hotel Cristal Porto, Porto
	Day 3, Friday September 22nd: Into wine country we go… (B)
	Douro Valley
	"The Douro Valley could as easily be called the enchanted valley, such is the beauty and magic that its landscapes offer." - Visit Portugal
	This morning we head out of town into the beautiful countryside in search of great photos and more wine! We'll start our road trip along the route that offers the best vistas, stopping for pictures as we go. With its lush green vegetation, countless v...
	The afternoon is another must as we board a boat for a cruise on the Douro. The short but scenic float along the lush landscapes of the Douro Valley is the perfect way to cap off a wonderful day. Back in Porto, the evening is on our own to enjoy dinne...
	Overnight Hotel Cristal Porto, Porto
	----------------------------------------
	Portugal’s Mountain Villages (1 Night)
	"Finding hidden treasures in Central Portugal is the feeling one embodies after walking amidst the mountains and rivers that lead to the mountain Villages of Portugal. A world of secular trails connecting each unique village to another, where centurie...
	----------------------------------------
	Day 4, Saturday September 23rd: To the Mountains… (B)
	After breakfast this morning we’ll bid farewell to “the city of wine” and make our way to the mountains. The breathtaking drive will be filled with changing and diverse landscapes ripe for a few photo stops (time pending). Our first destination is a r...
	Piódão, the Ultimate Mountain Village
	"This "small village nestled up in the mountains of the Serra do Açor looks like it is out of a fairytale. Piodão is one of 12 classified as Aldeias Históricas de Portugal – Historical Villages of Portugal and has been featured in historical accounts ...
	A perfect place to wander the narrow streets and peculiar alleys made of shale rock, we’ll have some free time to take it all in and shoot away, with tons of photographs to capture around every corner. Savor a taste of the local flavors for lunch (not...
	From the edge of town, we’ll begin a beautiful hike known as Foz d'Égua. This moderate hike begins in Piódão and takes us to an idyllic and unforgettable little village. Take in the historic architecture and well-maintained schist houses. The "iconic"...
	This epic day comes to an end in the village of Vila Pouca da Beira. With less than 400 inhabitants, there is one highlight in this small town and we are staying in it! Hotel Convento do Desagravo is a historical landmark and former 18th-century conve...
	*Due to the elevation gain, we rate the Foz d'Égua hike as moderate to difficult. That said, we may be able to pick guests up at the bottom so as to avoid climbing back up. Those who choose this option will only do half of the route starting from the ...
	Overnight Hotel Convento do Desagravo, Vila Pouca da Beira
	Day 5, Sunday September 24th: The Prettiest Village (B)
	The Schist Villages: Talesnal & Casal de São Simão
	"The 27 schist (shale) villages that have been beautifully preserved in the center of Portugal are scattered across the countryside, with the most crucial cluster in the Lousã Mountains. Talesnal is considered the prettiest example, with much loved Ti...
	Our morning stop is in Talesnal, the most beautiful of the 27 schist villages. Remote and hidden, small and beautiful beyond belief, quiet, surrounded by pristine nature; Talasnal checks all the boxes for a perfect escape from the buzzing world. After...
	The Schist Village of Casal de São Simão, guarded by the chapel that gives it its name, Ermida de São Simão, is one of the oldest temples in Figueiró do Vinhos, dating from 1458. The tiny village is famous for the dramatic granite landscapes, steep hi...
	Our day comes to an end at the historic city of Coimbra, our home for the next couple nights.
	Overnight Hotel Astoria, Coimbra
	----------------------------------------
	Central Portugal (2 Nights)
	In-between the mountains and sea is a hub perfect for exploring both sides of the must-see regions in the heart of the country. Great beaches and iconic towns dot the coast while stunning mountain villages nestle between the peaks of Portugal’s highes...
	----------------------------------------
	Day 6, Monday September 25th: Little Venice (B)
	Aveiro, "Little Venice"
	"Situated on the edge of an extensive coastal lagoon system, Aveiro (uh-vey-roo) is a prosperous town with a good-looking center and a youthful, energetic buzz. It's occasionally dubbed the Venice of Portugal thanks to its small network of picturesque...
	We’ll put our discovery of Coimbra on hold today and instead make our way to the coastal gem, Aveiro. Our walk through this quaint town takes us along narrow canals with vibrantly colored Art Nouveau buildings reflecting off the water. It would be a s...
	After the colorful ride along the canals, we’ll wind our way through the narrow streets and get a taste of their local sweet. Ovos moles (soft eggs) are wrapped in a crusty wafer of all different shapes and sizes (most commonly seashells, barrels, cla...
	Overnight Hotel Astoria, Coimbra
	Day 7, Tuesday September 26th:  The Medieval Capital & Fairytale Town (B)
	Coimbra
	"Rising scenically from the Rio Mondego, Coimbra is an animated city steeped in history. It was Portugal’s medieval capital for more than a century and its home to the country’s oldest and most prestigious university. Its steeply stacked historic cent...
	After breakfast this morning we go on a walking tour of the former capital in days gone by. Today, Coimbra is known as “University City” with its world-famous school providing awe-inspiring architecture and timeless traditions. Being one of the world'...
	------------------------------------
	Visit the University of Coimbra:  700 Years Old & Thriving (optional)
	Founded in 1290 by King D. Dinis, the University of Coimbra is the oldest Portuguese-speaking university and one of the oldest in the world. With 730 years of history, the University of Coimbra is an unavoidable institution in the history of Portugal ...
	*Below are a few areas we highly recommend checking out:
	Cabinet of Curiosities
	In this space you can experience a whole world made up of "bizarre", unusual and exquisite objects, which, due to their beauty and enigmatic character, will arouse curiosity, a sense of wonder and the desire to find out more by visitors of all ages. I...
	Baroque Library
	The Baroque Library is the best example of Portuguese Baroque and is considered to be one of the richest European libraries. It is also known as the Joanina Library in honor and memory of King John V, who authorized its construction and whose portrait...
	The Botanical Garden of the University of Coimbra was created at the initiative of the Marquis of Pombal in 1772. The Garden, where history, science and nature meet, extends over 30 acres. The Botanical Garden is located in the city center, with terra...
	*University Highlights: https://visit.uc.pt/en/space-list (Note: Certain areas are closed without notice on any given day due to student schedules and university needs)
	Price: Multiple Options ranging from $14 - $25 | RSVP & Sign-up details will be sent to the group 2-3 months prior to the trip.
	*IMPORTANT: For those who wish to visit the University, there will not be enough time to also do the walking tour of old town below.
	*Certain tickets include headsets for self-guidance in English. Our guide will not be with us during the visit.
	------------------------------------
	While some of us check out the university, the rest will explore the old town and the heart of "ancient Coimbra". Gothic cathedrals and stunning Moorish fortifications provide the backdrop for legendary tales of miracles and mischief. The first of the...
	Next up is the Old Cathedral. Se Velha, Coimbra’s first cathedral is called “Old” (“Velha”) because a new church became the city’s second cathedral in the 18th century. Originally built in 1117 and designed by Portuguese and French architects, it pres...
	After some free time for lunch (not included) we’ll say goodbye to the old capital and make our way toward the “new” capital. But on the way we have one more must-stop to make.
	Óbidos, a Fairytale Town
	"Rising scenically "Surrounded by a classic crenelated wall, Óbidos’ gorgeous historic center is a labyrinth of cobblestoned  streets and flower-bedecked, whitewashed houses livened up with dashes of vivid yellow and blue paint. It’s a delightful plac...
	En-route to Lisbon, an afternoon stop is required in Óbidos, one of the most picturesque and well-preserved medieval towns in the country. This place is like a walled labyrinth with high medieval bulwarks and a castle watching over. We explore the maz...
	This evening is at leisure to relax and explore the area around our hotel. As always, all are welcome to join our tour director for dinner at a great spot close to the hotel.
	Overnight Fenicius Charme Hotel, Lisbon
	----------------------------------------
	Lisbon, City of Hills (2 Nights)
	"Seven cinematic hillsides overlooking the Rio Tejo cradle Lisbon's postcard-perfect panorama of cobbled alleyways, ancient ruins, and white-domed cathedrals, a captivating scene crafted over centuries." - Lonely Planet
	----------------------------------------
	Day 8, Wednesday September 27th: An epic day around the capital… (B, D)
	Today is going to be epic. From dawn to dusk we’ll explore Lisbon and the surrounding countryside, but we promise the long day is well worth the effort! Before venturing throughout the capital, we’ll drive outside the city to yet another fairytale land.
	Mystic Sintra & the Jewel in the Crown of the Artist King
	"With its rippling mountains, dewy forests thick with ferns and lichen, exotic gardens and glittering palaces, Sintra is like a page torn from a fairy tale. Its UNESCO World Heritage-listed center, Sintra-Vila, is dotted with pastel-hued manors folded...
	Not too far from Lisbon, hidden behind a chain of hills, is one of the most beautiful towns in the whole country. Sintra in and of itself is a great place to wander around or grab a cappuccino and people-watch. But this charming place has two incredib...
	Sitting on top of lush hills and painted in striking yellows and reds, this gargantuan palace cloaks the sky overlooking Sintra. The National Palace of Pena stands out as the renowned jewel in the crown of the Sintra Hills. King Ferdinand II fell in l...
	The palaces park in and of itself is breathtaking with lots of great photo ops. Standing in close harmony with the magical character of the palace, evoking emotions of mystery and discovery, King Ferdinand II designed the sprawling grounds spread acro...
	A well-deserved lunch will be enjoyed in Sintra town before making our way back toward the city. This time we’ll take the scenic route along the coast, driving through the traditional fishing town of Cascais and Estoril, the cosmopolitan holiday desti...
	First stop is in the Belém District to see the great tower of the same name and the Monument of Discoveries (Padrão dos Descobrimentos). These World-Heritage Sites represent the epi-center of the Portuguese Age of Discovery. Moving on we’re dropped of...
	Back on our speedy tuk-tuks a short ride takes us to Castelo de Sao Jorge (St George’s Castle). Towering dramatically above Lisbon, the 11th-century fortifications atop the capital's highest hill sneak into most photos. The castle served as a fortific...
	Another short ride on our tuk-tuks has us back at our hotel in no time to relax and rest before the finale of this epic day culminates in our last feast on the mainland. Let’s toast to the first half of this adventure and rest up tonight because belie...
	Overnight Fenicius Charme Hotel, Lisbon
	----------------------------------------
	São Miguel: The Green Isle (2 Nights)
	"São Miguel is the largest island of the Azores archipelago and wears its elder status proudly, with an enviable landscape of forest-wrapped volcanic peaks, azure lakes, and improbably perfect calderas." - Lonely Planet
	----------------------------------------
	We take the south road passing through the quaint fishing village of Caloura to get to our main destination for the day: Furnas.
	Furnas
	"The Furnas Valley is a volcanic caldera that has lain dormant since 1630, and it’s one of São Miguel’s most intriguing and otherworldly geothermal spots where mud pots bubble and fumaroles steam amid the lush green landscape." - Lonely Planet
	Our first stop is the Botanical Park of Terra Nostra, full of beauty with natural hot springs beckoning (not to mention awesome photos!). Wander through the enormous gardens, taking in the vibrant colors and diversity of flora and fauna all around us....
	From here we move onto the nearby lake to witness a most interesting meal. Cozido das Furnas is without a doubt Portugal’s most unique dish. The stew is made with an incredible twist: cooked using Furnas’s natural volcanic heat! We see and photograph ...
	With our hunger satiated, a short drive around the highly active volcano showcases a thermal wonderland. 32 different kinds of thermal water activity bubble and hiss in this region; some sulfurous, others calcareous; either hot, warm, and even cold. F...
	We’ll take the north road on our way back to our hotel in Ponta Delgada. A stop at Pico do Ferro viewpoint to take in the stunning views over the valley, lake, and village is a delight for our eyes and cameras before arriving at our final activity fo...
	Before arriving back at the hotel one last stop at the Santa Iria viewpoint offers sweeping views of the lush north coast. The evening is at leisure to relax and enjoy a meal before bed. Our tour director will have a good place picked out for those wh...
	Overnight Hotel Gaivota, Ponta Delgada
	Day 10, Friday September 29th:  The most beautiful trail in the Azores (B)
	Sete Cidades
	A real jewel of the archipelago, this small "city" and its lakes offer the postcard view most commonly seen around the world. "The Azores are full of places that stop visitors dead in their tracks and cause a sharp, involuntary intake of breath. But t...
	A hearty breakfast is the right choice this morning because we have another epic day ahead. We take the mountain road this time stopping to capture a shot of the narrowest part of the island. The landscape was formed over millions of years with the er...
	Our first adventure is a short warm up hike with a world-famous view. It begins by Lagoa (lake) do Canário. From the lake, we gradually climb up 350 ft to the Miradouro da Boca do Inferno. The Portuguese word “miradouro” translates to “viewpoint” and ...
	Not too far up the road is another trail which begins at Miradouro da Vista do Rei. Barely stepping onto the trail affords yet another stunning view. The name says it all: “Viewpoint of the View of the King”. Continuing on, the trail is mostly flat wi...
	Time for a well-deserved lunch (not included) will be made in the pretty town of Sete Cidades before the journey continues through Várzea for our final viewpoint of the day (we think): Miradouro da Ponta do Escalvado. From here we enjoy a great view ...
	The Azorean Pineapple is in a class of its own and an iconic treat grown all over São Miguel. We visit one of the 6,000 pineapple plantations on the island: the Plantation of Ananases Augusto Arruda. With more than 100 years of history this place is a...
	Back in Ponta Delgada, enjoy the marina town on your own and a fresh, locally-sourced dinner before bed (not included).
	Overnight Hotel Gaivota, Ponta Delgada
	Day 11, Saturday September 30th: The “Blue Isle” Awaits (B)
	Today we move onto another one of our favorite islands in paradise. A short flight to Horta Airport (HOR) has us arriving on the island of Faial.
	----------------------------------------
	Faial: The Blue Isle (2 Nights)
	"From the lookout of Cabeço Gordo, the ground seems to slide softly until it levels out by the seaside, where a profusion of hydrangeas brings to land the color of the sea, as if materializing a romance between the blue of the flowers and the green of...
	----------------------------------------
	Arriving on Faial, our local guide will greet us at the airport and we’re off to explore the “Blue Isle”.  First stop is a baby volcano which recently rose above the sea to increase the size of the island.
	Capelinhos, the volcano that came from the sea...
	"The Capelinhos volcano that surged up from the seabed off Faial in 1957 is one of the best-documented sites in the world and the interpretation center beneath its now abandoned lighthouse does a superb job of explaining the Earth’s convulsions" - Va...
	Encounter and photograph the remains of the last volcanic eruption that took place in the Azores in 1958, leaving behind a moonlike landscape. Next, we'll head to the Capelinhos Volcano Interpretation Center, to learn about the fascinating history and...
	Caldeira
	"The Caldeira is both literally and figuratively the highlight of Faial. The crater sits in the center of the island and towers above everything else."  - Wapiti Travel
	Over a mile wide and 1300 ft deep, Caldeira is a deep volcanic cone in the middle of Faial. It’s classified as a nature reserve with rare endemic flora surrounding the rim and crater floor. Discover a plethora of different viewpoints for amazing photo...
	Moving on a stop at Ponta da Espalamaca affords great views of Horta town and the North Atlantic. From here we also see the neighboring islands of Pico, São Jorge, and, on a clear day, Graciosa. The final stop this afternoon is at the Faial Botanic G...
	Alas, we arrive at our boutique hotel for some well-deserved rest before dinner (not included). Check out the harbor, a stone’s throw from the hotel, and take a short walk to explore the town center before bed.
	Overnight Hotel do Canal, Horta
	Day 12, Sunday October 1st: The Largest Volcano… (B)
	----------------------------------------
	Pico: The Mountain Isle (Day Trip)
	" Named after its imposing mountain, (Pico) is one of the most beautiful and underrated islands of the Azores. Only second to S. Miguel in size the ‘Mountain Island’ stands majestically in the middle of the Azorean central group" - Azores.com "If you ...
	----------------------------------------
	After breakfast this morning we’ll walk across the street to the Marina da Horta and board our ferry to the “Mountain Isle” of Pico. On arrival at Marina da Madalena our local guide will greet us to begin our adventure. Heading north, first stop is at...
	Last week we tasted the unique wines of Douro Valley in Northern Portugal. Today we’ll get a sip (or two, or three, or four, or…) of the best wine in the Azores. Pico is famous for their unique vine cultivation process and wine production. At Adega A ...
	From here we move onto the small parish of São Roque to check out the Whaling Factory Museum. This interesting exhibition was built inside a former factory that produced oil, flour, and vitamins from whales. Built in 1942, there couldn't be a better ...
	We’ve got to “climb” for lunch today so the trek begins (not on foot) up the largest volcano in the Azores to 3000 ft, before driving back down to Lajes do Pico on the other side of the coast. Lunch is enjoyed at a local restaurant in this small town ...
	Enroute back to the marina in Madalena,a few interesting stops must be made. First is the Church of São Mateus, with its magnificent interior décor and architecture. The construction started after the destruction of the old temple by the volcanic erup...
	Our ferry ride back to Faial has us in town for dinner. Feel free to join our tour director at another highly rated restaurant or enjoy and relax on your own. Tomorrow, we’re off to the last of our favorite Azores islands.
	Overnight Hotel do Canal, Horta
	Day 13, Monday October 2nd: The "westernmost" county in Europe (B)
	----------------------------------------
	Flores: The Flower Island (2 Nights)
	Calling Flores the Azorean Jurassic Park would not be completely honest because it is so much more; natural pools with turquoise waters, filled with fish of a thousand colors, imposing waterfalls, colorful lagoons surrounded by a thousand shades of gr...
	----------------------------------------
	This morning we board our short flight from Horta to Aeroporto das Flores and begin our discovery of the most beautiful and lush island of them all: Flores. On arrival, our local guide greets and takes us on another amazing road trip for the day. Head...
	Just up the road we discover the area around the Morro Alto Forest Reserve. This is the highest part of Flores with picturesque crater lakes and ponds scattered about.
	We’ll visit a few of the most beautiful lakes including the best views from the Miradouro Lagoa Negra e Lagoa Comprida. These two crater lakes (really ponds) sit right next to each other with a narrow land bridge between them. Cool photos to be captu...
	Lajes das Flores proudly claims the title of the the "westernmost" county in Europe. Nature and locals live in harmony in this small municipality; the natural wealth is breathtaking and it’s time to capture more amazing images! Next up is the “postcar...
	The last region we’ll discover today is very close to our amazing accommodation and arguably the part of the island that put Flores on the map. In Fajãzinha and the surrounding western coastline, waterfalls pour endlessly over dramatic mountains with...
	Since we’re essentially already there, a 2-minute drive has us checking into our unique lodging for the next few days: Casas da Cascata (The Waterfall Houses). This incredible property is divided into a series of cottages, each named after a local wat...
	Completing our introduction to the “Flower Island”, the remainder of the evening is at leisure to take in the stunning grounds at our casas. Enjoy dinner on your own or head into town with our tour director for a great meal with great company.
	Overnight Inatel Hotel, Santa Cruz das Flores
	Day 14, Tuesday October 3rd: 1,000 feet deep, ancient, & extinct… (B, D)
	----------------------------------------
	Corvo: The Black Isle (Day Trip)
	"A charming, honest, and unique community in Europe. This island may be small in size, but it has a huge heart." - Geeky Explorer" | "Corvo literally means "the Island of the Crow", and is the smallest and the northernmost island of the Azores archipe...
	----------------------------------------
	Today we’re going to explore a very special island: Corvo. From the marina in Santa Cruz (near the Flores airport), we board a ferry for a 1-hour trip to Vila Nova do Corvo, the islands one and only village. We’ll return to this quaint town but first ...
	--------
	Optional Caldeirão Hike
	For those who are up for a great workout for more amazing perspectives and images of this geological behemoth, we make our way down the steep wall to the crater floor below. During the decent we may see, but should certainly hear the sounds of the Nar...
	(Rated: Moderate | Length: 1.4 mile Out & Back | Elevation Gain: 1300 Ft | Terrain: dirt uneven trail, soft ground & slippery when wet)
	--------
	After taking in the awe-inspiring views all around us, we head back to the tiny town of Vila Nova do Corvo to explore the old and new of this storied community (the hikers will meet us here later). The sole town on the entire island is separated into ...
	Before electricity came to the island, wind was the main source of food production via a number of windmills. Today, 3 unique ones still stand and function from this long-lost tradition. They are unique to Corvo and look very different from those on t...
	Before we retreat to our incredible casas among the waterfalls, a few quick viewpoints for photos are in order. From the Santa Cruz Marina, a short drive has us gazing over the Miradouro Dos Caimbros. This picture is worth a thousand words. Up the roa...
	This epic journey would not be complete without one final farewell feast. 2 minutes up the road from our casas we celebrate our incredible time here with a delicious meal in the small town of Fajã Grande. It’s truly amazing how much we’ve seen and do...
	Overnight Inatel Hotel, Santa Cruz das Flores
	Day 15, Wednesday October 4th: Farewell to paradise (B)
	This morning we have a few hours to enjoy our final time among the falls and fill up with a hearty breakfast before making our way across the island to bid farewell to this one-of-a-kind paradise. There are so many more gems to discover in the Azores;...
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