Magical Madagascar

From East to West
May 31st – June 12th 2023
Famous for its isolation off the coast of Africa allowing evolution to showcase her masterpiece, Madagascar is home
to countless endemic species found nowhere else in the world. The most well-known are the numerous species of lemurs
who have enjoyed millions of years of evolution in this unique microbiome. But so many more colorful creatures can
be encountered and photographed here, like the giant Panther Chameleon; one of the largest in the world, the Fossa;
Madagascar's apex predator and largest carnivore on the island, & the highly endangered Blue Coua bird; renowned
for their striking deep blue feathers. And as evidenced from the picture above, the country has absolutely stunning
landscapes with unique rock formations, giant baobab trees (one of the largest species in the world), tropical
rainforests, & stunning coastlines with offshore islands home to pristine white sand beaches, turquoise waters, and
coral reefs teeming with sea life.

Paradise Island Adventure Extension (Optional)

June 12th – June 16th 2023
It would be a shame to travel all the way to Madagascar and not experience the incredible white-sand beaches,
turquoise waters, & coral reefs teeming with fish. The beautiful island chains and coral atolls that surround the massive
island contrast the experience of the "mainland" perfectly. We've chosen an accessible but peaceful island with a lowkey atmosphere and tropical beauty; the perfect way to finish off this adventure of a lifetime!

* PhotoFly Travel Club adventures are laid back when it comes to photography. They are not workshop-style based tours and
you do not need to be an avid photographer to join. All are welcome!

Daily Itinerary
B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner
Day 1, Wednesday May 31st: Manao ahoana! Welcome to Madagascar (No Meals)
Upon arrival at the Antananarivo International Airport (TNR) our local driver will pick us up and we’ll head to the hotel,
less than 10 minutes from the airport. The remainder of the day is
at leisure to relax, catch up on jet lag, or wander the lively streets
of Antananarivo. Our Tour Director will be welcoming everyone
to dinner this evening (optional).
Overnight San Cristobal Hotel, Antananarivo
*Important: We’ll be flying into and *out of Antananarivo
International Airport (TNR). Please book your flights accordingly. The
arrival time windows needed for the included group transfer will be sent
to the group approximately 4 months prior to the trip. If you arrive
outside the included transfer windows you will need to make your own
way to the hotel OR we are happy to book a private transfer for you at an
additional cost. *For those joining us on the optional Paradise Island
Extension, we will be departing from Nosy Be-Fascene International
Airport (NOS). More details can be found on page 15.
----------------------------------------

The East: the green corridor of Madagascar (5 Days)
"Eastern Madagascar is travel the way it used to be. There is a wildness here of primordial allure, from the misty
mountains of Masoala, down the huge coastline with its pounding sea and overhanging palms, to the lush waterways
of the Pangalanes Lakes. Travelers often feel a constant sense of coming upon undiscovered locales, including entire
national parks...." -Lonely Planet
----------------------------------------

Day 2, Thursday June 1st: Into the wild… (B, D)

Andasibe (2 Nights)
This heavily rain forested region is known for its National Park of the same name. Easily one of the best lemur experiences in the
world, the park is the ideal place to spot the Indri, the largest living lemur. Countless beautiful flora and fauna thrive here; a
feast for our eyes & cameras.
After breakfast this morning we’ll head east out of town
toward the tropical rainforests and protected reserves of
Andasibe. On the way we’ll stop in Manjakandriana to visit a
workshop & beekeeping center. At the small local
workshop, we'll learn about the process of making zebu carts;
ox-drawn carriages used to transport people and goods. Then
we’ll take some time to explore the beautiful nature trails
nearby. Before moving on, a short visit to the local beekeeping
center is worthwhile. Beekeeping is mostly a secondary
activity that helps local farmers during the intercropping
period. The traditional beekeeping methods, mainly
transferred from generation to generation comprise of a few
simple hives and most of the production is kept for selfconsumption while a small portion is sold at the local markets.
There are more than 10,000 beekeepers in the country! These
two short visits are also a great introduction to the welcoming hospitality of the Malagasy.

In the afternoon we’ll arrive at our lodge in Andasibe. Nearby is the Perinet Reserve where numerous species of lemurs can be
encountered. After dinner it’s time for a guided night walk in
search of nocturnal animals including frogs, chameleons, &
tenrecs, small hedgehog-like creatures known for their spikes
& diversity.
Overnight Mantadia Lodge, Andasibe
Day 3, Friday June 2nd: The pristine forests & inhabitants
of Analamazaotra National Park (B, D)
Within Andasibe National Park is the protected region of
Analamazaotra, where we’ll head after a hearty breakfast in
search of the rare indri, Madagascar’s largest lemur. Their
unforgettable wail can be heard emanating from the misty
forest throughout the day and the collective cry is known as an
“Indri concert”. Listening to these beautiful creatures (let alone
seeing them) is a magical and unique experience in and of itself. Apart from the Indris,
admire & photograph the vast biodiversity the park has to offer. Endemic plants and
countless animal species call this forest home. One such creature is the leaf-tailed gecko
that can masterfully camouflage itself against the bark of a tree. Can you see it in this
picture?
After lunch, we move on to the famous Vakona Reserve to discover an island of lemurs
surrounded by crocodiles! The lemurs here are accustomed to people and let us approach
for amazing photographs! Try to get an action shot of the black-and-white ruffed lemur
showing off their incredible jumping skills. Back at the lodge, we’ll sleep well tonight
after an exciting day among the habitants of Andasibe’s vibrant forests.
Overnight Mantadia Lodge, Andasibe
Day 4, Saturday June 3rd: The biggest butterfly on earth! (B, D)
Today we make our way back toward the capital but not before an awesome stop at
Peyrieras Farm, also known as
“Madagascar Exotic". This must-stop
farm is home to 3000 species of butterflies,
including the Comet, the largest butterfly on earth! Also here are almost all the
chameleon species of Madagascar in addition to other lizards, snakes, bats &
more. Get those camera’s out because this is a nature photographers paradise!
Arriving back to Antananarivo in the afternoon, a stop over-looking the upper
town for sunset will cap the day off wonderfully. Snap some panoramics covering
the entire city, a photographic motif not to be missed. The remainder of the
evening is on your own.
Overnight San Cristobal Hotel, Antananarivo
----------------------------------------

The West: Adventureland (8 Days)
"Madagascar’s western region is filled with adventurous possibilities and it's
from here that so many iconic Madagascar images originate. From the
otherworldly limestone spikes and crippled spires of the Tsingy de Bemaraha
to the stomping ground of the fossa at the Réserve Forestière de Kirindy.
Throw in the Allée des Baobabs and so many opportunities to go out into the
wilderness and you have a region that showcases all that's memorable about
this remarkable country. Your rewards are priceless traveling epics you'll
never forget." - Lonely Planet
----------------------------------------

Day 5, Sunday June 4th: The Mouse Lemur & Giant Rat… (B, D)
An early breakfast is followed by a short ride back to the airport of Antananarivo for our flight to the western region of
Madagascar. The quick flight is followed by a road trip to the natural
wonderland known as Kirindy. Several stops will be made en route to
stretch our legs and admire the beautiful landscapes of western Madagascar.

Kirindy (2 Nights)
The Malagasy word itself translates to "dense forest with wild animals" and
this privately managed forest is in one of Madagascar's most threatened
ecosystems. The dry deciduous forests found here are famous for the giant
jumping rat, but are also home to seven species of lemur, and a number of
endemic reptiles. It would be a mistake to pass over the unusual flora we'll
encounter here, like the large and bizarre-shaped baobabs, also known as
African monkey trees that reach heights up to 130 ft!
After settling into our desert oasis for the next couple days, we’re invited to
take a nocturnal visit in the reserve. Our guide will help us spot and discover
several species of Mouse lemurs (Microcebus), snakes, and the famous
Hypogeomys Antimena also known as the Vositse (Giant Rat), endemic to
the western part of Madagascar. Tonight, we sleep under clear skies and cool
air, perfect for a deep slumber.
Overnight Relais du Kirindy
Day 6, Monday June 5th: The largest carnivore on the island… (B, D)
We venture into Kirindy Reserve this morning in search of a variety of lemur
species, colorful birds, & young palissandres (rose wood trees). But the primary photo hunt is for Madagascar’s endemic
Fossa (Cryptoprocta ferox), the islands apex predator and
largest carnivore. While it looks more like a feline species,
the Fossa is actually a relative of the mongoose. Growing up
to 6 feet long from nose to tail, and weighing up to 26
pounds, the fossa is a slender-bodied catlike creature with a
reddish-brown coat and little resemblance to its mongoose
cousins. They’re known to feed on lemurs and most other
creatures it can get its claws on, from wild pigs to mice and,
unlike mongooses, the fossa has retractable claws and
fearsome catlike teeth. Its muzzle resembles that of a dog,
making these creatures evolutionary origin even more
deceiving.
With a little luck we’ll
have an awesome
encounter with the
country’s largest carnivore before searching for what it considers lunch. A variety of lemur
species call Kirindy home but two stick out. The sifaka lemurs (Propithecus vereauxii) were
named for the unique call they send echoing through Madagascar's forests, which sounds like
shif-auk. These primates spend most of their time in the trees, but don't get around in the same
way that other lemurs do. Sifakas remain upright, and they leap quickly from tree to tree by
jumping with their powerful hind legs. They’re beautifully colored and often have different
color limbs and bodies, with multicolored heads comprised of black, white, gray, and/or
golden. The red-fronted brown lemur (Eulemur fulvus rufus) is sexually dichromatic,
meaning males and females have different fur patterns; males are gray to gray-brown with a
reddish crown and females are reddish brown.
The reserve is also a spectacular place for bird lovers. Most famous are the variety of coua
species that live here. The Crested Coua (Coua cristata) has brilliant blue and purple
coloring around the eyes below its iconic crest and the Giant Coua (Couas gigas) displays
similar colors around the eyes but without the crest, has a more brownish body, and you

guessed it, is larger than its crested cousin. A couple other notable species we’ll be on the lookout for include the Paradyse
Flycatcher (Terpsiphone mutata) & Narrow-Striped Mongoose (Mungotictis decemlineata decemlineata).

Back at our cozy bungalows, the remainder of the day is at our leisure to relax and enjoy the pool and peaceful surroundings.
*Todays excursion is considered a nature walk (mostly flat w/ approximately 3.5 miles of walking)
Overnight Relais du Kirindy
Day 7, Tuesday June 6th: An epic journey on the backroads (B, D)
After an early breakfast we say goodbye to the magical region of Kirindy and embark on an exciting road trip to Bekopaka,
where the otherworldy Tsingy De Bemaraha National Park is located. We’ll drive through exceptional desert landscapes and
small typical villages of the Sakalava tribe. Today’s journey will
take us across two large rivers with ferry crossings at each pass.
Alas, we will arrive to the Tsingys and settle into our boutique
lodge, with its infinity pool beckoning for a dip while taking in the
serene warm tones of sunset.
After a delicious dinner, we’ll have the opportunity to go on
another exciting night walk in search of mouse lemurs before a
well-deserved sleep. Tomorrow we’ll discover the breathtaking
landscapes that might as well be on a different planet!
*Today’s journey will be long with bumpy, unpaved roads for much of the
way. We’ll stop to rest as needed and also take some long breaks to
stretch our legs while we wait for and take the ferry’s across each river.

Overnight Soleil des Tsingy
Day 8, Wednesday June 7th: Where one cannot walk barefoot… (B, D)

Tsingy De Bemaraha National Park (3 Nights)

"If you visit one place in western Madagascar, make it Parc National Bemaraha. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, its highlights
are the jagged, limestone pinnacles known as tsingy and the impressive infrastructure – via Ferrata (mountain route equipped
with fixed cables, stemples, ladders, and bridges), rope bridges, and walkways. Formed over centuries by the movement of wind

and water, and often towering several hundred meters into the air, the serrated peaks would definitely look at home in a Dalí
painting." - Lonely Planet
“The expression of a stage of evolution of the earth in the form of a
‘forest of sharp stones’ with high limestone pinnacles rising up to
100 metres, forming veritable cathedrals, offering a grandiose,
spectacular natural landscape” – UNESCO
Today is going to be special. A short drive from our amazing
accommodation and we’re in the park. “Tsingy” is an indigenous
Malagasy word that roughly translates as “where one cannot walk
barefoot”, and is the name for the unique, limestone pinnacles that
formed 200 million years ago. When we first lay eyes on these
unique geological formations, the reason the locals chose this name
becomes very clear. The park is split into two sections by the
incredible limestone plateaus known as Great Tsingy and Little
Tsingy. They’re interspersed with areas of dry deciduous forest,
savannah, lakes, and mangroves, creating an astounding variety of
different habitats for the park’s flora and fauna to thrive in. We’ll
have two hike options to choose from, one in each section
respectively:
Option 1, The Grand Tsingy via Ferrata: This challenging but once-in-alifetime experience is well worth the "sweat-equity" for the incredible views &
vantage points we'll get to experience. For those who are fit enough to make the
trek, we'll hike through canyons and underground caves created by the
transgression & regression of the sea over millions of years. The limestone
pinnacles reach up to 300 feet in height! Small stairs and suspended bridges
have been built on the rocks to trek through & photograph these impressive
limestone cathedrals. The trek ends with stunning panoramic views of the Grand
Tsingys to take in and photograph followed by a 60-foot suspension bridge
hanging 230 feet over the ground before the circuit!
*Difficulty: Hard, guided technical hiking with harnesses and safety helmets |
Length: 3 miles trail hike (mostly flat) / 1.5 miles technical hike with a small
amount of assisted rock climbing | Elevation gain: 240 ft | Terrain: rocky |
Time: 4-6 hrs | This is an optional trek with advanced techniques required
including steep climbs via step ladders and using harnesses, ropes, &
carabiners to complete near vertical ascents. It is fully guided and all the safety
equipment is provided. For a detailed description of the entire hike with videos,
go here: https://beyonder.travel/africa/the-rock-forests-of-tsingy-madagascar/
Option 2, The Petit Tsingy: This is one of the relatively easier trails in the
park. It takes about four hours but doesn't require any ropes or advanced
technical climbing. On this circuit we'll walk through canyons, rocky
labyrinths, and beautiful caves containing ancient drawings from cultures long
ago. A great view of the Petit Tsingy from a beautiful viewpoint allows for
peaceful contemplation and excellent photographs. This hike is ideal for getting
a taste of everything in the park.
*Difficulty: Moderate | Length: 2 miles | Elevation gain: 100 ft | Terrain:
dirt trails with rocky sections/narrow passages | Time: 3-4 hrs | For a video overview of the hike go here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQRk-Ts7vgs

After our exciting day among the tsingys, we’ll finish back at the lodge for a well-deserved dip in the infinity pool before dinner and
a deep, deep sleep!

Overnight Soleil des Tsingy

Day 9, Thursday June 8th: Rest, relax, enjoy…OR canoe & explore the gorge! (B, D)
This morning we have important choices to make (and no wrong answers!). For those who want to rest, recuperate, lounge by/in
the pool, or take a DNA day (Do Nothing At All), today is the day. For those still itching for more adventure, check out our
optional excursion to the Manambolo River & Gorge below:
---------------Canoe & Nature Walk in the Manambolo Gorge & River (Optional, see cost below):

The dramatic and steep walls of the Manambolo Gorge reach heights over 250 ft and the awe of floating down the river in between
these behemoths is an experience not to be missed. We begin in the early morning, when the life on the river wakes up, and the river is
calm. The silence of the canoe in the water, birds singing, and lemurs in the trees makes the Manambolo river a fabulous scene to start
the day. The river holds a rich history, and is still important for the daily life of the population living along the banks today. Our guide
will tell us about the traditions still being followed here, and the stories
inherited through generations. The Vazimba tombs (Malagasy ancestors
tombs) are buried in the imposing cliffs with a good view of the caves
we’ll visit. The caves hide stalactites and stalagmites waiting to be
admired by our eyes and cameras.
Midway through the adventure we’ll leave our canoes at the river bank to
explore on foot the canyon drowned in vegetation. Its watercourse has dug
a series of natural pools and clear water that invites us for a swim. We’ll
end at a stunning viewpoint overlooking the river with iconic tsingys as the
backdrop for panoramic photographs. The afternoon ends with another
peaceful paddle back toward the lodge before being collected at the river
bank to get back in time for a delicious dinner.
*Difficulty: Easy | Guided Canoe (no paddling required) & easy walking trails | Time: 3-4 hrs

Price: $35.00 | RSVP & Sign-up details will be sent to the group 1 month prior to the trip.
---------------Overnight Soleil des Tsingy
Day 10, Friday June 9th: The most beautiful road in Madagascar (B, D)
After breakfast it will be time to make our way back toward the western coast the way
we came. This means another epic road trip, but this time we’ll stop at the most iconic
place in all of Madagascar: Allée des Baobabs (Avenue of the Baobabs)! Flanked on
both sides by majestic Adansonia grandidieri baobabs, the "avenue" is actually part of
the main road linking the west to national parks, villages, and nature reserves. Many
of the trees here may be 1000 years old with huge, gnarled branches stretching out at
the top – it’s no wonder the locals call them the ‘roots of the sky’; a setting so
beautiful and unique that it may become the country’s first official natural monument.
We'll spend ample time here to wander and take in the majesty of these otherworldly
trees, many with trunks over 150 ft around! The experience only gets better as the sun
begins to set so don't miss this chance to capture awesome photographs from a variety
of vantage points and perspectives.
From here it’s just a short drive to the sleepy coastal town of Morondava where we’ll spend the next couple of nights.

Morondava (2 Nights)
This lazy seaside town serves as the springboard for the nearby gems of Kirindy & Tsingy of
Bemaraha. Sandy streets and gently decaying clapboard houses add to its laid-back
ambiance and make Morondava an excellent start or end point to adventures in the west.
Notably, Morondava's own claim to fame is the Allée des Baobabs outside of town. This
iconic group of "upside-down" trees draws photographers, filmmakers, & painters from all
over the world!
Overnight Palissandre côte ouest
Day 11, Saturday June 10th: A local fishing village & the beach (B, D)
A morning visit to the nearby fishing village of Betania offers a glimpse of the local
atmosphere for this region's inhabitants. Discover life as it really is for the Vezo fisherman
and observe their unique fishing techniques which have remained unchanged for hundreds of years.
The remainder of the day is at leisure to relax and enjoy the beach,
pool, peace, & serenity of our awesome boutique resort on water.
Tonight, we’ll enjoy a delicious feast by the beach. What better way
to wrap up this trip of a lifetime?
Overnight Palissandre côte ouest
Day 12, Sunday June 11th: The Fortified Palace (B, D)
Sleep in to the sounds of the lapping waves before a satisfying
breakfast overlooking the ocean. The morning is relaxed and we’ll
have a few hours to soak in the sun and calming vibes of the property
before making our way to the airport for our flight back to the capital.

Antananarivo
"Tana, as the capital is universally known, is all about eating, shopping, history, and day trips. Bypassing the city would be a
mistake: Tana has been the home of Malagasy power for three centuries and there's a huge amount of history and culture to
discover, as well as some unexpected wildlife options." - Lonely Planet
Before heading into the city, we’ll make a stop at Rova of Ambohimanga (Fortified Palace)
directly from the airport. Located at the top of the Ambohimanga hill, the fortress-palace is
made of sand cement, shells, and egg whites - 16 million eggs were needed to build the outer
wall alone! There are two palaces inside: the traditional palace belonged to the most powerful
Merina king, Andrianampoinimerina (1788). The European-style summer palace was for
Queen Ranavalona I (1828-1861), built by the French engineer Jean Laborde. Open-air baths
are a main feature of the grounds where the annual royal ablutions were performed. Attended
by the 12 wives of the king and many guests of honor, this ritual celebrated the king as a
divine, sacred being and presented him to his followers.
Tonight, we celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime journey with a delicious farewell dinner. Cheers
to new travel buddies, incredible experiences, and lots of amazing photographs to comb
through and share with family & friends.
Overnight San Cristobal Hotel, Antananarivo
Day 13, Monday June 12th: Farewell to Madagascar… (B)
For those who do not have an early flight today we recommend hiring a taxi into downtown where there is plenty to explore on
your own. Highlights include Lac Anosy (Antananarivo’s heart-shaped lake), the Presidential Palace, Musee de la Photo
(fantastic photography museum & the capital's best overall), and the Andravoahangy, the Open-Air Market with local
merchants' stalls full of arts and crafts created by skilled artisans, including wood carvings, fossils, petrified wood, and locally
made clothing (Barter is the name of the game!).

When the time comes, head back to the hotel where we’ll be escorted to the airport (just 5 minutes up the road) for our flights
home. We have a feeling many of you will be back though; there’s so much more to see on this giant island of paradise!

*Important: We’ll be flying into and *out of Antananarivo International Airport (TNR). Please book your flights accordingly. The
arrival time windows needed for the included group transfer will be sent to the group approximately 4 months prior to the trip. If you arrive
outside the included transfer windows you will need to make your own way to the hotel OR we are happy to book a private transfer for you
at an additional cost. *For those joining us on the optional Paradise Island Extension, we will be departing from Nosy Be-Fascene
International Airport (NOS). More details can be found on page 15.

The Adventure doesn’t have to end here!

Join our Madagascar Paradise Island Extension below to discover a completely different side
of the country.
Madagascar Inclusions/Exclusions Below

Accommodations:
Antananarivo: San Cristobal Hotel
(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293809-d12949949Reviews-San_Cristobal-Antananarivo_Antananarivo_Province.html)
Andasibe: Mantadia Lodge
(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g316106-d14021573Reviews-Mantadia_Lodge-Andasibe_Toamasina_Province.html)
Kirindy: Relais du Kirindy
(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g298273-d12459217Reviews-Relais_du_Kirindy-Morondava_Toliara_Province.html)
Tsingy of Bemaraha: Le Soleil des Tsingy
(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g2412440-d4882821Reviews-Le_Soleil_des_TsingyBekopaka_Mahajanga_Province.html)
Morondava: Palissandre Cote Ouest Resort & Spa
(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g298273-d1209719Reviews-Palissandre_Cote_Ouest_Resort_SpaMorondava_Toliara_Province.html)
* Hotels subject to change based on availability

Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12 nights/13 days throughout the best of Madagascar's east and west
Charming boutique hotels throughout
Breakfast Daily
11 Dinners (Including Welcome & Farewell Dinner)
Local Malagasy Guided Adventures Throughout
All Privately Guided Tours and Activities as listed in the itinerary
Round-Trip Domestic Flight INCLUDED [Antananarivo (TNR) ↔
Morondava (MOQ)]
• All Ground and Water Transfers
• Taxes, Tickets, & Entrance Fees included as listed in the itinerary

Not Included:
• International airfare is not included. We are happy to help you find a
good flight as always! (Flying into & departing out of Antananarivo
International Airport (TNR) *See different departure airport required
for extension guests outlined in daily itinerary below)
• Items of a personal nature
• Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with
activities on your own
• Meals that are not included on the itinerary
• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary
• Any additional transportation, items, entrance fees, etc. not listed in the above itinerary
• Tips for guides & drivers (Recommended: $5-$7 per day for guides/ $3-$5 per day for drivers | *We recommend
budgeting 200 USD total for tipping)
• Travel Insurance: Highly recommended (Please e-mail joinus@photoflytravel.com for more details)

Price: 2995.00
Single Supplement: $795.00 *LIMITED Single Supplements Available
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested.
Please go to (https://photoflytravel.org/tour/madagascar-small-group-tours/) to secure your spot OR mail
check to Local Planet Travel:
Local Planet Travel
105 Swallowtail Pl
Greenville, SC 29607
*If mailing a check, please reserve your spot via the above trip page and select "check payments" on the checkout
page.
We also accept no fee payments via Venmo & Zelle. Should you wish to pay via either method see the instructions
below:
Venmo: Send trip payments to @photofly (www.venmo.com/photofly) *Do not choose the "refund protection"
option because a fee is charged and we will not receive the full deposit amount.
Zelle: Send trip payments to steve.juba@localplanettravel.com
*Notice: Payment online incurs 3.7% credit card processing fee OR 3.2% PayPal* processing fee (automatically added to shopping cart).
PayPal Payments from outside the USA incur a 4.5% processing fee.

Cancellation Policy & Refunds
There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 120 days (January 31st, 2023)
or more prior to trip departure date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations less than 120 days
(February 1st, 2023) prior to the trip departure date will receive no refund of the full amount due. No refunds on
unused portions of the tour. Credit card fees and PayPal processing fees cannot be refunded. After airline tickets
are issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a
fee plus new ticket price. *Travel insurance strongly encouraged (ask us about policy options).
*Hotels subject to change based on availability
COVID Cancellation Policy: Local Planet Travel Services OR Guest may cancel this reservation if the USA or country(s) we are visiting
mandates a country-wide closure due to COVID. If this happens, you would receive a full refund. If guest chooses, the funds can remain on
file and be applied for any future tour with PhotoFly Travel Club. *Please note bank merchant service fees when using a credit card are
non-refundable.
MANDATORY VACCINE REQUIREMENT: The safety of all our guests is a top priority regardless of where our adventures take us. All
travelers are required to have an approved COVID-19 vaccination to participate in this tour. Travelers that meet this mandatory requirement
can join our adventures after 14 days has elapsed since their final dose. Proof of vaccination must be provided by emailing a copy of the
participants COVID-19 vaccination card to joinus@photoflytravel.com upon sign up. *Guests who are not vaccinated for medical reasons
are exempt from this mandatory vaccine policy with proof from a certified medical professional.

EXTENSION BELOW!

Madagascar Paradise Island Extension

June 12th – June 16th 2023
It would be a shame to travel all the way to Madagascar and not experience the incredible white-sand beaches,
turquoise waters, & coral reefs teeming with fish. The beautiful island chains and coral atolls that surround the
massive island contrast the experience of the "mainland" perfectly. We've chosen an accessible but peaceful island
with a low-key atmosphere and tropical beauty; the perfect way to finish off this adventure of a lifetime!

Daily Itinerary
B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner
Day 1, Monday June 12th: The Adventure Continues (B, D)
Flights to paradise are only
offered 4 days a week so today
we’ll have to wait and enjoy the
region of Tana. Head into
downtown where there is plenty
to explore on your own.
Highlights include Lac Anosy
(Antananarivo’s heart-shaped
lake), the Presidential Palace,
Musee de la Photo (fantastic
photography museum & the
capital's best overall), and the
Andravoahangy, the Open-Air
Market with local merchants' stalls full of arts and crafts created by skilled artisans,
including wood carvings, fossils, petrified wood, and locally made clothing (Barter is the
name of the game!).
For those looking for more nature and wildlife we have a great option for you today:
Lokobe Reserve (Lemurs’ Park). This *optional excursion is a private reserve west of the capital and home to nine species of

lemurs in the wild. It’s ideal for lemur lovers and nature photographers because of the ample opportunities to observe them up
close.
Price: $65.00 | RSVP & Sign-up details will be sent to the group 1 month prior to the trip.
Overnight Palissandre côte ouest
Day 2, Tuesday June 13th: Onto Paradise (B, D)
We’re up bright and early today for our flight to paradise, Nosy Be Island.

Nosy Be
The name means "Big Island" and "Madagascar’s
number-one beach destination, has all the ingredients
you'd expect: soft white sand, turquoise waters, and
wonderful seafood. A paradise for water-based
activities with its sunny climate most of the year, there
is plenty of swimming, snorkeling, sailing, and fishing.
A little pricey compared to the mainland, but most
visitors find the lack of major development and relaxed,
mora mora (slowly, slowly) lifestyle worth the extra
money." - Lonely Planet
After checking into our new home on the white sands and turquoise waters
of this small archipelago, the remainder of the day is at leisure to take
advantage of the many activities our boutique resort has to offer. Lounge,
snorkel, kayak, or take the opportunity for a relaxing DNA afternoon. (Do
Nothing at All). Tonight, let’s celebrate the days to come with a delicious
island inspired welcome dinner.
Overnight Palm Beach Resort
Resort Activities
With a plethora of included activities to take full advantage at our special slice of paradise, Palm Beach Resort is Nosy Be at its
finest.
Included
* Kayaking
* Stand Up Paddle Boards
* Volleyball
* Volleyball tennis
* Basketball

Optional (*Extra charge)
* Canoeing
* Fishing
* Scuba Diving
* Golf (nearby course)
* Island Hopping Day Trips

* Check out this video overview of Palm Beach and the many
optional adventures: https://palmbeachnosybe.com/excursion/
*Optional Activity Pricing TBD. Sign up at resort.

Day 3, Wednesday June 14th: A village, a park of
discovery, & the underwater paradise (B, D)
Today we’ll explore the incredible reefs and sea life in
the archipelago, but first a boat ride to nearby Nosy
Komba takes us to Ampangoriana Village, a small
artisanal fishing community where great photographs
of their traditional pirogues (fishing boats) can be
captured. This is also another good opportunity to see
and photograph the local culture and their way of life.
The village specializes in embroidery and woodcrafts
so we’ll check out the unique wares they have to offer.
Who knows? We may even find some cool things to
buy and bring home to family and friends.
Last stop on Nosy Komba before jumping into the
tranquil ocean is at Discovery Park. This is a cool
opportunity to get up close and personal with the
island’s native creatures, including boa constrictors, chameleons, and land turtles. But the
Macaco Lemurs and their large "sideburns" are the main attraction and not to be missed. Great nature photography opps here!
Alas, it’s time to get back on the boat and head to the tropical reefs of
Nosy Tanikely Underwater Reserve. This protected oasis is chock-full
of magnificent corals, sea anemones, multicolored fish, crustaceans, &
sea turtles. After our undersea exploration on the reef, we'll stroll to a
nearby lighthouse where the unique dogfish like to hang out in the
shallow waters with lemurs perched overhead in the trees. Enjoy a picnic
lunch before wandering around in search of lizards, chameleons, and
butterflies to photograph and admire.
Arriving back at the resort this afternoon, the remainder of the day is at
leisure to relax on the beach, go for a kayak or stand-up paddle, play
volleyball with the locals, or DNA. Join our tour director this evening
for dinner or enjoy a meal on your own as the sun sets in paradise.
Overnight Palm Beach Resort
Day 4, Thursday June 15th: Discover the most beautiful beach in Madagascar (B, D)
Our last full day on the island is at leisure to enjoy the resort or explore on your own. For those who are itching for one final
adventure, check out this excursion to the amazing beach on Nosy Iranja:
---------------Optional Day trip to Nosy Iranja
An optional adventure to Nosy Iranja is a no-brainer for the beach bums in our group. The gorgeous island has been tagged the 8th
most beautiful in the world, and is actually formed by two small islets (Nosy Iranja Kely & Nosy Iranja Be) connected by a long white
sandbar 1.5 miles across. It is this sandbar which connects the bigger islet to
the deserted smaller one that makes the landscape so unique and stunning.
At low tide, we can walk across the sand bar from one islet to the other
where sea turtles and palm crabs are the primary residents and the ocean
glistens with shades of light blue to cobalt.
Approximate outline for the day:
• 8:00 AM: Departure via speedboat.
• 10:00 AM: Arrival at Nosy Iranja, free time to wander around (swim,
snorkel, walk the sandbar from isle to islet, climb the hill top of the big
island for amazing panoramic views, visit the local village)
• 12:00 PM: Lunch. Grilled fresh fish and seafood accompanied with white rice & vegetables

• 2.00 PM: Free time to explore (swim, snorkel, walk the sandbar from isle to islet, climb the hill top of the big island for amazing
panoramic views, visit the local village)
• 4:00 PM: Return via speedboat

Inclusions:
-

Boat Transfers to/from destinations
Lunch “BBQ”
Guide Service
Snorkel Gear
Taxes & Fees
Price: TBD | RSVP & Sign-up details will be sent to the group 1 month prior to the trip.

*Times & food items are a guideline and subject to change based on the tides, weather, etc.

---------------The remainder of the day is at leisure and, as always, feel free to join our tour director for dinner this evening.
Overnight Palm Beach Resort
Day 5, Friday June 16th: Veloma Madagascar! (B)
After breakfast this morning, we’ll make our way to the Nosy Be-Fascene
International Airport [NOS]) for our international flight home. Being the
world’s 4th largest island there’s so much more to explore. We have a
hunch you may be back someday to discover more of magical
Madagascar! Mandra-pihaona! (See you soon…)
Important: We’ll be flying into Antananarivo International Airport (TNR)
but leaving from Nosy Be-Fascene International Airport (NOS). The arrival
time windows needed for the included group transfer will be sent to the group
approximately 4 months prior to the trip. If you arrive outside the included
transfer windows you will need to make your own way to the hotel OR we are
happy to book a private transfer for you at an additional cost. Please book
your flights accordingly.

Inclusions/Exclusions
Accommodation:
Antananarivo: San Cristobal Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293809-d12949949-ReviewsSan_Cristobal-Antananarivo_Antananarivo_Province.html)

Nosy Be Island: (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g479206-d6958603-ReviewsPalm_Beach_Resort_Spa-Nosy_Be_Antsiranana_Province.html)
*Hotels subject to change based on availability

What’s Included?
• 4 Nights/5 Days
• Transportation Throughout
• Breakfast Everyday
• Dinner Every day (4)
• Domestic Flight Included: Antananarivo (TNR) → Nosy Be-Fascene International Airport (NOS)
• All privately guided tours and activities as listed in the itinerary (unless otherwise specified)
• All Entrance Fees, Transfers, & Taxes

What’s Not Included?
• Tips for guides & drivers (Recommended: $5 - $7 per day for guides/ $3 - $5 per day for drivers)
• International Airfare is not included. We are happy to help you find a good flight as always! (Flying into
Antananarivo International Airport (TNR) & out of Nosy Be-Fascene International Airport (NOS).
• Personal items & equipment
• Meals that are not included on the itinerary
• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary
• Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own
• Any additional transportation, camera fees, items of personal nature, etc not listed in the above itinerary
• Travel Insurance: Highly recommended (Please e-mail joinus@photoflytravel.com for more details)

Price: $1,395.00
Single Supplement: $335.00
* For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested.
Please go to (https://photoflytravel.org/tour/madagascar-small-group-tours/) to secure your spot online OR mail check to
Local Planet Travel:
Local Planet Travel
105 Swallowtail Pl
Greenville, SC 29607

We also accept no fee payments via Venmo & Zelle. Should you wish to pay via either method see the instructions
below:
Venmo: Send trip payments to @photofly (www.venmo.com/photofly)*Do not choose the "refund protection" option
because a fee is charged and we will not receive the full deposit amount.
Zelle: Send trip payments to steve.juba@localplanettravel.com
*If mailing a check or paying via Venmo/Zelle, please reserve your spot via the above trip page and select "check
payments" on the checkout page.
*Notice: Payment online incurs 3.7% credit card processing fee OR 3.2% PayPal* processing fee (automatically added to shopping cart).
PayPal Payments from outside the USA incur a 4.5% processing fee.

Cancellation Policy & Refunds (Madagascar Extension Only)
There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 120 days (February 12th, 2023)
or more prior to trip departure date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations less than 120 days
(February 13th, 2023) prior to the trip departure date will receive no refund of the full amount due. No refunds on
unused portions of the tour. Credit card fees and PayPal processing fees cannot be refunded. After airline tickets
are issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a
fee plus new ticket price. *Travel insurance strongly encouraged (ask us about policy options).
*Hotels subject to change based on availability
COVID Cancellation Policy: Local Planet Travel Services OR Guest may cancel this reservation if the USA or country(s) we are visiting
mandates a country-wide closure due to COVID. If this happens, you would receive a full refund. If guest chooses, the funds can remain on
file and be applied for any future tour with PhotoFly Travel Club. *Please note bank merchant service fees when using a credit card are
non-refundable.
MANDATORY VACCINE REQUIREMENT: The safety of all our guests is a top priority regardless of where our adventures take us. All
travelers are required to have an approved COVID-19 vaccination to participate in this tour. Travelers that meet this mandatory requirement
can join our adventures after 14 days has elapsed since their final dose. Proof of vaccination must be provided by emailing a copy of the
participants COVID-19 vaccination card to joinus@photoflytravel.com upon sign up. *Guests who are not vaccinated for medical reasons
are exempt from this mandatory vaccine policy with proof from a certified medical professional.
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