Wonders of the Galapagos

March 16th - March 22nd 2023
The Galapagos is virtually a household name throughout the entire world and for good reason.
Anyone with a love for nature, science, wildlife, snorkeling, diving, hiking, photography, or
adventure should have this iconic destination at the top of their bucket list. We are thrilled to
have created an experience that is a glorious blend of luxury, adventure, and up close &
personal experiences!
Our adventure has been expertly crafted into two parts. The first is a land-based exploration on
the most famous of the Galapagos Islands, Santa Cruz. Next, a luxurious, private yacht complete
with a full staff and naturalist guide dedicated to our travel club and no one else. The
combination of land and island hopping via a power yacht will maximize the number of unique
creatures, landscapes, and overall experiences we will have.
B-Breakfast L-Lunch D-Dinner

Part 1: Santa Cruz & Her Nearby
Gems
Santa Cruz is the most important island in
the Galapagos archipelago with the only
substantial port town of Puerto Ayora. The
“bustling” town is home to the vast majority
of all residents of the islands combined
topping out at a modest 12,000 people. This
offers insight into the amount of
conservation and protected land on the
island despite having the only major town in
the whole volcanic island chain. From white
sand beaches teeming with endemic marine
iguana, lush highlands where some of the
only giant tortoises in the world still roam, turtle coves, thriving reefs, ancient calderas, and of
course, Darwin’s Finches all living in harmony with the small human population here.

Hotel Solymar: Centrally located on Puerto Ayora’s main
street, with ocean access, and a beautiful patio to enjoy the
nature that is Galapagos. The archipelago’s only
Galapagueño owned and operated, first class hotel. Tbe
Galapagos tourism pioneer and legend, Jimmy Perez, opened
the hotel in 1960. It was later completely renovated in 2007 to
bring the capacity to 17 rooms with ocean front views. Enjoy
the jacuzzi, pool, and bar in our open-air patio area. We look
forward to welcoming you soon to Hotel Solymar - Galapagos!
Day 1, Thursday March 16th: Fly to Darwin’s Wonderland (D)
Upon arrival at the Guayaquil International Airport (GYE) on mainland Ecuador, we’ll
transfer over to the domestic terminal for our
included flight to the Galapagos Islands. We
arrive at the small gateway isle of Baltra to
take a 40 second ferry (literally) to Santa
Cruz where we hop in our vehicle to begin
the adventure.
En route to the only town on the island
(Puerto Ayora), our local guides will take us
to the higher elevations of Santa Cruz. Along
the way we’ll experience a number of vastly
different vegetation zones. First stop is at
The Twins or Los Gemelos - two large
craters in the center of the island. They are the remains of collapsed volcanic magma chambers.
The sides are now thriving with vegetation.
This afternoon we’ll arrive in Puerto Ayora to check into Hotel Solymar, our accommodation
for the next few days. The rest of the afternoon is at leisure to rest or explore the town until we
meet again for dinner at a local restaurant. Sleep well tonight because we have lots more
adventure for us bright and early.

Overnight at Hotel Solymar
*Please note that limited international flights arrive to Guayaquil (GYE) on March 16th in time
for the included domestic flight on this same day. The arrival time window needed will be sent to
the group 4-5 months prior to the trip date and we are happy to help you find an international
flight that works.
It is highly recommended to arrive a day early on March 15th to prepare for unexpected delays
and ensure your arrival in time for the included domestic flight on March 16th. We are happy
to help arrange an airport hotel and transfer for you if you wish to arrive a day early as advised.

* No refunds can be given if you miss the included domestic flight on March 16th and thus you
will need to pay for a one-way flight at the GYE airport to Galapagos that leaves later that day
yourself. Additional transfer costs on arrival in Baltra will also apply and must be paid for by
the guest.
-------------

Day Boat Excursions
For our two full days staying on Santa Cruz, we’ll head off island on exciting day trips via
boat in search of biological wonders!

Day 2, Friday March 17th: The Magical Landscape of Bartolome (B, L)
After a hearty breakfast, board a stunning yacht to Bartolome Island where we’ll discover a
fascinating landscape formed by a variety of volcanic parasitic cones (lava bombs, spatter, cinder
cones). These otherworldly formations make it feel as if we are walking on the moon.

En route to the summit, impressive views of the surrounding islands including the eroded tuff
cone Pinnacle Rock make for breathtaking & iconic panoramic photographs. We’ll also
encounter and photograph marine iguanas, lava lizards, and blue-footed boobies along the
way.
We’ll make our way down to the beach for
snorkeling and a chance to see the famous
Galapagos penguins, sea turtles, and
white-tipped reef sharks among a great
variety of colorful fish.

Difficulty level: Intermediate
Type of terrain: 372 stairs
Duration: Dry or Wet Landing, 1 1⁄2-hour
walk / 1-hour snorkeling

Dinner is open this evening. Feel free to join our Tour Director at a local restaurant nearby to eat
as a group. Tonight, relax and sleep to the serenity of splashing waves.
Overnight at Hotel Solymar
Day 3, Saturday March 18th: The Mother Island (B, L)

Isabela Island
The largest of the Galapagos islands came to be from the
merging of 6 different volcanoes (5 are still active!).
Well known for having the second biggest active crater in
the world, Isabela is located on the western side of the
archipelago and has one of the richest marine ecosystems.
Penguins, Flightless Cormorants, Marine & Land
Iguanas, and many Marine Birds reside on Isabela and
offer a picture of the evolving process that these species
went through. As you can see on the right, the island is
shaped EXACTLY like a seahorse!
Today we have an epic journey ahead. After boarding the
Galapagos Element Wind Speed Yacht, a scenic ride
takes us to Isabela Island, the largest in the archipelago.
On arrival, we’ll explore Los Humedales. A complex with various trails, we’ll find all four
species of mangroves which exist in the Galapagos. The area is characterized by solitary
beaches, lava tunnels, natural pools and estuaries where flamingos and other birds find their
home.
After lunch, hop onboard a zodiac and we make our way to
Tintoreras, an islet formed by lava flows located 10
minutes from Isabela. Its name comes from the white tip
reef sharks known as “Tintoreras” in Spanish, which are
frequently seen in the area. Sea lions, marine iguanas, and
penguins are almost always seen here as well! Tintoreras is
a perfect place to practice snorkeling for any newbies and
to go all out in this aqua wonderland for the veterans.
Highlights: White-tipped reef sharks, penguins, marine
turtles, sea lions, marine iguanas Dry landing / Wet landing
Back on Isabela, there should be time to relax and enjoy
the beach before boarding our gorgeous yacht for the ride
back to Santa Cruz. Enjoy a delicious dinner with our Tour
Director, or grab a bite on your own. Tonight, relax and
sleep well because tomorrow part 2 of our adventure
begins on our private luxury yacht!
Overnight at Hotel Solymar
Important: Specific islands/excursions subject to park permitting
* The tours to all islands listed above are subject to availability and regulation guidelines. The
park service sometimes changes regulations and rotates the islands which tourists are allowed to
access with little or no prior notice. The above islands are the most likely places we will get to
visit and may be substituted with other nearby sites/islands which have similar and/or different
flora and fauna.

Part 2: Private Luxury Yacht Island Hopping

The next part of the journey is very special. We’ll board our very own private power yacht and
embark on a trip throughout the eastern Galapagos Islands. Aboard the Coral II, we’ll live in the
perfect combination of classic beauty and exquisite style. Built in Holland, the ship offers all the
standards you would expect from a high-class yacht, providing a slightly larger than average
(and therefore more stable) cruising vessel while maintaining the friendly atmosphere of a small
expedition yacht.
Every cabin features handsome wood decoration along with air-conditioning, a private
bathroom, safe deposit box, telephone, and your choice of background music. Additionally, the
Coral has plenty of room to relax with three sundecks (some shaded), a jacuzzi, comfortable
dining room, and lounge. Our very own naturalist guide, captain, and full board service staff
will pamper us throughout.
*Since we are chartering this
amazing boat just for our
travel club, there are two
cabin categories: standard
plus, & jr. suite. The Jr. suites

have a total supplement of
$275 per person in a double
(a ridiculous steal!). First to
submit deposits & request
these cabins will get them.
*More info on yacht, cabins,
etc. at bottom of itinerary.
Day 4, Sunday March 19th: Colorful North Seymour Island aboard the Coral II (B, L, D)
After breakfast we’ll head up the road to Puerto Ayora for part 2 of our epic Galapagos journey.
Upon boarding our very own yacht, we set
off on the beautiful blue sea and its
wondrous creatures below. Lunch will be
in order on-board before sailing to North
Seymour Island, formed by a series of
underwater volcanic eruptions. It’s the
home to large nesting colonies of bluefooted boobies, great frigate birds, and
swallow-tailed gulls. Land iguanas
and Galapagos snakes can also be
encountered on a lucky day.

Walk difficulty level: intermediate
Type of terrain: rocky ground mostly flat
Duration: 2 hour walk / 30 minute snorkeling
Tonight, sleep onboard our cabins after a delicious dinner prepared by
the crew. Perhaps a Jacuzzi under the stars will hit the spot before bed.
Overnight aboard Coral II Cruising Yacht
Day 5, Monday March 20th: Giant Tortoises & Sea Lions
Everywhere! (B, L , D)
A delicious breakfast onboard will be followed by a visit to the
El Chato Tortoise Reserve back on Santa Cruz. Here we’ll have our
first encounters and unparalleled opportunities to view and photograph
wild giant tortoises roaming in their natural habitat. The reserve has
large acreage of natural highland forest where the tortoises roam free
but are protected. They can go in and out at any time on their own. Walk
into the forest overgrown with lichens and ferns and listen carefully for the sound of heavy
footsteps and shrubs being slowly crushed as the
tortoises make their way through the brush. Our
naturalist guide will explain the fascinating history
and biology of this mesmerizing reptile as we snap
away meandering through the forest. The pond at
El Chato is surrounded by forest where shorteared owls, Darwin’s finches, vermilion
flycatchers, yellow warblers, Galapagos rails,
and paint-billed crakes can also be seen.
Also on the reserve, we’ll explore a cavernous
underground lava tube and learn about one of the
geological wonders of this unique type of volcanic
island chain. After a special encounter with these
ancient creatures, lunch will be in order before the
next educational encounter.
Next, visit the Charles Darwin Research Station founded in 1959 to learn about the mission
and goals of the organization. The center runs educational
projects in support of the Galapagos National Park Service.
The park primarily focuses on three development
programs: conservation of natural resources, management
of flora and fauna, sustainable use of resources. Others are
related to environmental education, marine resources,
agricultural development, monitoring, and vigilance. Their
aim is to conserve this natural habitat and allow tourists to
appreciate all of these endemic species for years to come.
Back on the yacht, we’ll sail for another “wet landing” to
Mosquera Islet. This flat, sandy island has a huge colony
of sea lions and is also an excellent site to observe &
photograph shorebirds such as herons and lava gulls. Hop
into the water for a snorkel to discover the sea lions and
unique water creatures not found on the land!
Difficulty level: Easy
Type of terrain: sandy
Duration: 1.30 hours walk / snorkeling

Our attentive staff has been preparing a delightful dinner on the yacht which will be ready when
we arrive back onboard. Join our naturalist guide tonight for a fascinating recap and upcoming
preview of the natural wonders we have and will encounter tomorrow.
Overnight aboard Coral II Cruising Yacht
Day 6, Tuesday March 21st: A Sea of Cactus and Iguanas on South Plaza Island & Santa Fe
(B, L, D)
White sand beaches surrounded by sea lion colonies lined with endemic cactus forests is just one
of the appeals on the natural wonderland of Santa Fe Island. It is also home to the Santa Fe land
iguanas, the largest in the entire
archipelago. Other species which
reside here are the Galapagos hawk,
Galapagos snakes, rice rats (one of
the few endemic Galapagos rodents),
a variety of finches, and one of the
four mockingbird species on the
islands. The walk will be followed by
a deep water snorkel just off the
island in search of colorful fish, rays,
and more sea lions!
Walk difficulty level: intermediate
Type of terrain: rocky ground mostly
flat
Duration: 1 hr walk, 1 hr snorkeling
South Plaza Island boasts an impressive cactus forest where colorful yellow and red land
iguanas thrive. The population is around 300 and during dry season they survive on fruits and
flowers of the opuntia cacti. Another peculiar creature is the unique, hybrid iguana that lives in
sea and land. During the time of year we’ll be visiting, the landscape should be gleaming with
the vegetation’s glow of varying shades of red in every direction for excellent landscape photos.
Walk difficulty level: intermediate
Type of terrain: rocky ground mostly flat with inclines
Duration: 2-hour walk
Enjoy our final night dinner back on the yacht tonight. Take in the bright array of stars and
lounge in the jacuzzi one last time before our journey comes to an end tomorrow. But not before
one last adventure…
Difficulty level: easy
Type of terrain: white sand
Duration: 1-hour walk / 1-hour snorkeling / beach
time
Overnight aboard Coral II Cruising Yacht
Day 7, Wednesday March 22nd: San Cristobal,
Boobies, & the Great Frigate Bird (B)
After our last hearty breakfast onboard, we’ll
enjoy a final adventure on the islet of Lobos. A
small population of blue-footed boobies and
great frigatebirds nests here, along with a colony
of sea lions. Our walk will introduce us to these colorful species to admire and photograph. If

we’re lucky, the male frigatebirds will be showing off their astoundingly huge red throats, a
mating ritual to attract females.
San Cristobal Island is home to the capital town of the Galapagos Province, Puerto Baquerizo
Moreno. We’ll bid farewell to our gorgeous yacht and visit the *Interpretation Center here, an
excellent place to learn about the nature and history of the islands; displaying information of
Galapagos volcanic origins, their remoteness from the continent, ocean currents, climate, &
arrival of the original species. The human interaction is also showcased, chronologically
narrating the most significant events about the colonization of the islands. This is the perfect way
to reflect and put into perspective all the amazing creatures and landscapes we’ve explored and
photographed throughout the journey

An *optional hike will complete the trip of a lifetime to the top of Tijeretas Hill. Take in
the beautiful landscapes ending with a magnificent view of a massive frigate bird colony. Our
flight back to mainland Ecuador from the San Cristobal Airport (SCY) lands in the late
afternoon, in time for an evening international flight back home. For some of us, this may be the
first of many more adventures to these wondrous islands.
The departure time window needed will be sent to the group 4-5 months prior to the trip date and we are
happy to help you find an international flight that works.
*Both of these activities will be subject to time pending based on our included domestic departure flight
back to Guayaquil.

Inclusion/Exclusions

Included:
•
•
•
•
•

6 nights/7 days accommodations (Red Mangrove EcoLuxury Hotel & Luxury Cruising
Yacht *See details and pictures below)
Round trip domestic flight Included (Guayaquil (GYE) –> Galapagos (GPS), $450 $550 value)
6 Breakfast, 5 Lunch, 4 Dinner
o Coffee and tea included
Welcome and Farwell Cocktails (Coral II Only)
Private local expert guides & naturalists throughout

•
•

All privately guided tours and activities as listed in the itinerary
Snorkeling (gear included)
• Briefings, lectures and activities onboard
Coral II
• Baggage handling, transfers, dinghy rides
to/from ports
• All ground and land transfers
• Taxes included

Not Included:
• International airfare - We are happy to help
you find a good flight as always!
o Arriving and departing from the Guayaquil
International Airport (GYE)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Items of a personal nature
Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own
Costs for any meals not included
Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages are not included with meals unless specifically
stated in itinerary
Wet suit
o Available to rent for $25.00 aboard the Coral II
Any additional transportation, items,
etc. not listed in the above itinerary
Gratuities for housekeeping and
Tour Director
Galapagos National Institute
Migration Control Card ($20.00)
Entrance Fee for Galapagos
National Park ($100.00)
Recommended tips for guides &
drivers – Part 1
o Recommended $10.00 $15.00 per person per day for
guides / $5.00 - $10.00 per
day for drivers and boat staff
Recommended tips for guides & Yacht crew Coral II – Part II
o Recommended $15 - $20 per day per person for crew / $10 - $20 per day per
person for naturalist guide
Price: $4,549.00
Single Supplement: $1,495.00

Jr Suite Upgrade Coral II: $275.00 per person for double, $550 for single occupancy (Limited
rooms, “first come first serve”/Must inquire upon sign up)
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single
occupancy is requested.
Please go to https://photoflytravel.org/tour/galapagos-small-group-tours/ to sign up OR mail
check to Local Planet Travel:
Local Planet Travel
105 Swallowtail Place
Greenville, SC 29607

*We also accept no fee payments via Venmo & Zelle. Should you wish to pay via either method see the
instructions below:
Venmo: Send trip payments to @photofly (www.venmo.com/photofly) *Do not choose the "refund
protection" option because a fee is charged and we will not receive the full deposit amount.
Zelle: Send trip payments to steve.juba@localplanettravel.com
*If mailing a check, please reserve your spot via the above trip page and select "check payments" on the
checkout page.

Cancellation Policy & Refunds
*There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 185 days (September 12th 2022) or more prior to
trip departure date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations less than 185 days (September 13th 2022) prior to
the trip departure date will receive no refund of the full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour. Credit card fees
and paypal processing fees cannot be refunded. After airline tickets are issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy
and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new ticket price. Travel insurance strongly encouraged (ask us
about policy options). *Hotels subject to change based on availability

* It is highly recommended to arrive a day early on March 15th 2023 to prepare for unexpected flight delays and
ensure your arrival in time for the included domestic flight on March 16th 2023. We are happy to help arrange an
airport hotel and transfer for you if you wish to arrive a day early as advised.
* No refunds can be given if you miss the included domestic flight on March 9 th and you would need to pay for a
one-way flight at the GYE airport to Galapagos that leaves later that day on your own accord. Additional transfer
costs on arrival in Baltra will also apply and must be paid for by the guest. ***In other words, don’t risk missing
the included domestic flight!
**COVID Cancellation Policy** – Local Planet Travel Services OR Guest may cancel this reservation if the USA or country(s)
we are visiting mandates a country-wide closure due to COVID. If this happens, you would receive a full refund. If a guest
chooses, the funds can remain on file and be applied for any future tour with PhotoFly Travel Club. *Please note bank merchant
service fees when using a credit card are non-refundable.
**MANDATORY VACCINE REQUIREMENT** - The safety of all our guests is a top priority regardless of where our
adventures take us. All travelers are required to have an approved COVID-19 vaccination to participate in this tour. Travelers that
meet this mandatory requirement can join our adventures after 14 days have elapsed since their final dose. Proof of vaccination
must be provided by emailing a copy of the participant's COVID-19 vaccination card to joinus@photoflytravel.com upon signup. *Guests who are not vaccinated for medical reasons are exempt from this mandatory vaccine policy with proof from a
certified medical professional.
CST # 2101181-40

Accommodation Details Below…

Santa Cruz Island: Hotel Solymar
Website: https://www.hotelsolymar.com.ec/
Trip Advisor: https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g297533-d649537-ReviewsHotel_Solymar-Puerto_Ayora_Santa_Cruz_Galapagos_Islands.html
Island Hopping (Eastern Galapagos Islands): Coral II Private Cruising Yacht
Website: http://www.gogalapagos.com/coral-yachts

Coral II Yacht

Coral II Yacht Room Types
The Ocean View, air-conditioned cabins have lower beds and private facilities; two double or
one matrimonial bed; a safe, entertainment system with LCD TVs, hair dryer, special bedding in
each category, and updated furniture in each cabin.
Our voltage is set for 110-220 volts/60 Hz.
JUNIOR SUITES: 6 in the Coral II, with picture windows located on the Sky and Earth Decks
(12m2 / 128 ft2 average area)

STANDARD PLUS: *5 in the Coral II, with portholes. Located on the Sea Deck (12m2 / 128 ft2
average area) *1 of the 5 cabins is smaller and has single/twin bed only

Cabin Chart & Deck Plans Below

*Accommodations subject to change based on availability

PhotoFly Travel Club
Club Organizer: Steve Juba
978 479 4527
steve@photoflytravel.com
Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/

