
 
 

Mystical Israel & Timeless Jordan 

     

 

November 6th –19th, 2021 

An incredible adventure our travel club has been pining over for years and we’ve finally been able to squeeze it in our 2021 

calendar! This journey combines the best on & off the path experiences throughout the mystical land of Israel, filled with so much 
history & iconic religious artifacts, and Jordan, the epicenter of thriving middle east life, home to remarkable deserts loved by 

Hollywood, & Petra, a wonder of the world that must be experienced at least once in your life! Check out the highlights and 

details below!  

 

Join here: https://photoflytravel.org/tour/israel-jordan-group-tours  (deposit needed to secure your spot) 
 

 

Daily Itinerary 
B-Breakfast L-Lunch D-Dinner 

 
 

 

Part 1: Israel (8 Nights/9 Days) 
 

 
 

“Few places on earth stir up passion the way that Israel does: the breathtaking beauty of its 

hills and valleys, the eerie stillness of the Dead Sea, the multi-colored canyon of Makhtesh 
Ramon, and the ancient walls and pathways of Nazareth and Jerusalem. The call of the 

muezzin and the quiet prayers of Orthodox Jews at the Western Wall reflect how the religious 
devotion of the Muslims, Christians and Jews who live here runs through every facet of life.” 

– Lonely Planet 

 

https://photoflytravel.org/tour/israel-jordan-group-tours


Day 1: Israel’s Capital (Saturday, 11/06/21) No Meals 

 

Tel Aviv 
 

“Tel Aviv, Israel’s ever-growing metropolis, would be unrecognizable to its founders, a small 
group of Jewish immigrant families in what was then Ottoman-ruled Palestine. A skyline of 

shimmering skyscrapers has replaced the towering sand dunes of just over a century ago.” 

“Meaning ‘Hill of Spring’ in Hebrew, (Tel Aviv) has an air of perpetual renewal: flowers bloom, 

new restaurants open and there’s always a party 
 

 
 

Upon arrival at the Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv (TLV), we’ll be picked up by our local guide and driven to the 

hotel to relax and catch up on jet lag. The remainder of the is at 

leisure. Feel free to explore the area around the hotel or venture 

farther out on your own. Tonight, for those interested, our tour 

director will have a great spot picked out for a delicious dinner. 

Everyone is welcome. 

 

Overnight Tel Aviv (All hotels listed at bottom of daily itinerary) 

 
 

*Important: We’ll be flying into Ben Gurion International Airport 

(TLV) but departing from Queen Alia International Airport in 

Amman (AMM), so please book your flights accordingly. The arrival 
time windows needed for the included group transfer will be sent to 

the group approximately 4 months before trip.  
 

*As always, feel free to arrive a day early to catch up on jet lag. E-mail steve@photoflytravel.com for pre-night accommodation 
and airport transfer information.  

 

 

Day 2: Gems of the “White City” & Surroundings (Sunday, 11/07/21) (B, D) 

 
Our day begins with a locally guided excursion throughout the capital. First up is the UNESCO World Heritage listed “White 

City”. The world’s largest collection of International or 

Bauhaus style buildings, this part of Tel Aviv is one of the 

first ‘modern’ UNESCO World Heritage Sites in the world. In 

the 1920’s and 30’s a large number of Jewish architects, who 

had studied in Europe, moved to Tel Aviv. Wanting to 

recreate the cafe culture of Europe in the hot climate of Israel 

whilst integrating the modernist architectural style they had 

practiced, the group created a new architectural language that 

is rich, diverse, & characterized by its asymmetry, 

functionality, and simplicity. The balconies, building pillars, 

flat roofs and “thermometer” windows have since become 
trademarks of Tel Aviv. In 2003, restoration of these buildings 

constructed by the German immigrants in the 1920’s and 

1930’s has picked up, and this quarter is now being restored to 

its earliest glory!  
 

 

Next up we visit the The Center for Israeli Innovation. Here we’ll discover 

the Israeli innovation system, which famously gave Israel the title of “start-up 

nation”, and a world-leader for cutting-edge, groundbreaking innovations in 

fields such as security, science, and medicine. Moving on, we’ll make our way 

to the famous Carmel Market for a unique tasting experience. Sample local 

delicacies at the most famous street market in town, while taking in all the 

sights, sounds and colors of this lively souk. Awesome images to be captured 

here! 

 

mailto:steve@photoflytravel.com


Heading to the coast, our next experience takes us to the colorful port city of Jaffa. Also known as Yafo, the ancient city has 

been regenerated with the old narrow streets and courtyards becoming 

another highly desirable part of Tel Aviv’s urban tapestry. 

Jaffa flea market is an interesting area, with vendors selling a diverse 

range of exotic and unique wares. The narrow passageways and 

ancient buildings in the Old City of Jaffa are worlds away from 

modern Tel Aviv, resulting in striking photographs.  

 

Our eventful day will come to an end back in the city for a delicious 

welcome dinner. Enjoy Tel Aviv’s thriving restaurant scene and 

discover their local delicacies, as we celebrate the incredible 

adventures to come.  

 

Overnight Tel Aviv 
 

Day 3: Kibbutz Living & a Colony of Artists!  (Monday, 11/08/21) (B, L) 
 

After breakfast this morning we’ll depart Tel Aviv to begin the exploration of 

this great country.  
  
From here the journey continues to Ein Shemer, a community founded upon 

the unique and fascinating culture of Kibbutzim. It’s this system that has 

created the most unique communities throughout Israel and helped form the 

country’s foundation & values since the creation of the state in 1948. Today, 

kibbutzim have changed dramatically, with many communities now privatized, 

and many at the forefront of industry, and culture. The people of Ein Shemer 

are eager to grab us by the hand and lead us around their current and former 

lifestyle. They have even built a museum about the history of Kibbutzim, the 

perfect place for us to begin! Not too far from Ein Shemer is Kibbutz Magal, a 

similar community paving the way for others in the innovations and latest 

technology behind modern agriculture. At their innovation Agricultural 

Center, we’ll appreciate how Kibbutzim can be drivers of innovation and the 

perfect case studies for modern agricultural technologies. Our final encounter with Kibbutzim is enjoyed by the most important 

way humans have connected for time immemorial…food! Enjoy a locally 

sourced lunch in the Kibbutz dining hall, and connect to their modern 

daily life in a way that can only be experienced in Israel. This will surely be 

a memorable tour unlike any other, and provides a new perspective and 

awareness to this concept that is so deeply ingrained in Israeli history and 

identity.  
 

The road ahead will now take us to the Ein Hod Artist Colony. The village 

lies at the foot of Mount Carmel, in the heart of the Carmel Forest. As we 

wander the quaint streets, phenomenal vistas and loads of little art galleries 

& workshops are around every corner. They make up the beating heart of 

this place. What makes Ein Hod special is the dedication & involvement of 

the artists; how often can you chat to an artist in their own home about the 
piece of work they have just created?! 

 

In the late afternoon we’ll arrive in the beautiful coastal city of 

Haifa. Israel’s third-largest city is thoughtfully set on the slopes 

of Mount Carmel facing the Mediterranean Sea. 

Nicknamed ‘Israel’s San Francisco’, the city is also known for 

its mixed population of Jews and Arabs, who peacefully coexist 

resulting in amazing fusions of Arabic and Jewish culture.  If 
we arrive in time, we may make a stop at the immaculately 

landscaped terraces of the Bahá'í Gardens. The remainder of 

the evening is at leisure to explore the neighborhood 

surrounding our hotel. Feel free to grab a bite on your own, or 

join our tour director for dinner at a carefully selected, local’s 

favorite.  
 

Overnight Haifa 



 

Day 4: White Cliffs, Kayaking Turquoise Waters, Grottos, & 

Jesus’ Birthplace (Tuesday, 11/09/21) (B) 
 

Today we continue north along the coast. The first stop is an ancient town 

known for its impressive Citadel. Akko, known traditionally as Acre, 

represents the tumultuous history of the land of Israel possibly better than 

any other city in the country. Shaped by the Romans, Ottomans, Crusaders, 

Mamelukes, Byzantines, and British, today it’s predictably home to a 

brilliantly coexistent, mixed population of Jews, Christians, and Muslims. 

The Old City of Akko is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the 

oldest ports in the world. On arrival, we’ll explore the ancient underground 

tunnels, port, and traditional Arab shuk (market) at the Crusader 

Citadel, part of this famous 

World Heritage site.  
 

Moving further north still, a real highlight is waiting for us in Rosh Hanikra. At the 

northwestern tip of Israel, near the border with Lebanon, this town prides itself on a 

stunning coastline of brilliant white cliffs pierced by idyllic limestone grottos, with 

turquoise waters beckoning below. The incredible geological creation in Western 

Galilee is the work of the Mediterranean pounding the soft limestone cliffs over 

thousands of years. These enchanting sea caves are often overlooked by foreigners, 

but we will not make this mistake. After a short yet exhilarating cable car ride down 

the cliff face, we’ll explore these incredible formations for ourselves with cameras 

ready. Did we forget to mention this cable car claims to be the steepest in the world? After seeing the caves from above, we’ll 

enjoy a guided sea kayak to experience them up close and personal from the water before moving onto our next memorable 

destination.  
 

 
 

Alas, we begin the journey back down south to Nazareth, perhaps the most famous town in the world thanks to its claim as the 

hometown of a man by the name of Jesus. What many travelers don’t realize is that it’s also known as the “Arab Capital of 

Israel”.  Our guided walk will be a surprise to many because modern-day Nazareth is a mini-metropolis buzzing with shops, 

restaurants, and businesses. We’ll make a stop at the Church of the Annunciation to learn about the Nazareth that Jesus knew, 

when it was just a small, Roman-ruled village. Our day comes to an end here at the boutique hotel where we’ll spend the night. 

Feel free to relax and enjoy dinner on your own, or join our tour director to eat with the group.  
 

Overnight Nazareth 
 

Day 5: The Sea of Galilee, Scenic Drives, & an “Eden-like” National Park (Wednesday, 11/10/21) (B, D) 
 

Fill up at breakfast this morning because today we have many more awesome places to encounter. Less than an hour from 

Nazareth, the quaint fishing village of Capernaum rests at the shores of the Sea of Galilee. It’s historic and biblical importance 

was earned by the claim that Jesus made his hub of ministry here. It even earned the name “Jesus’ own city” in the Bible. 

Capernaum is where he met five of his future disciples (James, John, Peter, Andrew the fishermen, and Matthew the tax 

collector), and supposedly performed many of his miracles. The village also marks the starting point for our ascent up the Mount 

of Beatitudes, where Jesus is believed to have delivered the Sermon on the Mount.  
 

 



 

Heading back down the hill takes us to Tabgha, another ancient town on the Sea of Galilee famous for its 5th-century mosaic 

inside the Church of the Multiplication. It’s also the place you can dip your feet in 

the same spot where, according to legend, Jesus walked on water! A serene boat ride 

will be waiting for us to relax and take in the surroundings of these holy lands before 

moving on. 
 

With a plethora of fascinating history and sites of world-changing significance to 

ponder, it’s time to move on to enjoy a stunningly beautiful road trip. The Scenic 

Drive up Mt Gilboa marks our access point into an array of hikes, viewpoints, bike 

paths, and stunning outlooks. Many photo stops will be in order to capture the colorful 

landscapes in every direction. A 

circular path makes for the perfect 

*hike, boasting breathtaking views across the West Bank, Nablus, and Jenin 

Valley.  

 

The last stop today is in Gan Hashlosha National Park. Without a doubt one of 

the most beautiful places in Israel, some say it’s the actual location of the 

Garden of Eden. When we arrive we’ll understand why. The most striking 

features of the park are the waterfalls and three pools of freshwater that are 

naturally heated to 83 degrees all year round. A relaxing swim will really hit the 

spot after our hike. 
 

The rest of the afternoon will be enjoyed on a drive further south, to Jerusalem. The diverse landscapes will keep our eyes 

entertained until the horizon brings one of the holiest places on earth into view. Before checking into the hotel, we’ll have a very 

special dinner together. At a local Jewish family’s home, a traditional Shabbat Dinner is waiting for us. This unmissable 

experience offers a window into the Israeli lifestyle “from the inside”. The remainder of the evening is at leisure. 

 

 
Overnight Jerusalem  
 

*The Mt Gilboa included hike is rated easy-moderate and will take approximately 1.5 hrs. For those who wish to stay back, plenty 
of easy walks and beautiful surroundings are asking to be photographed!  

 

Day 6: The Holy City (Thursday, 11/11/21) (B) 
 

Jerusalem 
 

“Destroyed and rebuilt over thousands of years, 

Jerusalem’s spiritual magnetism endures. With interlacing 
histories, clashing cultures and constant reinvention, the 

city is an intense, multisensory experience” – Lonely Planet 
 

This iconic city deserves a full day, so we’ll take it and explore its many 

corners of history. The first place on our guided walk takes place in The 

Old City. We’ll explore & photograph historical treasures including the 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the Western Wall, Via Dolorosa, and the 

bustling bazaar in the Muslim quarter.  
 



The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is one of the most sacred sites in Christianity. Located in the Christian Quarter of the Old 

City, the church is home to two of the holiest sites in Christianity – the 

site where Jesus was crucified, known as Calvary, and the tomb where 

Jesus was buried and then resurrected. Today, the tomb is enclosed 

by a shrine called the Aedicula. This small church also holds the final 

four Stations of the Cross, or Via Dolorosa.  
 

On the edge of the Muslim Quarter in the Old City, we will find 

ourselves in the Shuk (market). Vendors here are ready to bargain, so 

we’ll have a chance to test out our bartering skills. Religious items, 

jewelry, pottery, hookahs, textiles, clothing, and endless souvenirs 

abound. There is certainly something for everyone in this market. It’s 

also fun to get lost in the many alleyways and photograph various 

images of local life around every corner.  
 

Next is the most sacred site in the world for those of the Jewish faith. 

The Western Wall, or “Wailing Wall”, is located in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City and is actually the western support wall 

of the Temple Mount. Thousands of people journey to the wall every year to visit and recite prayers. These prayers are either 

spoken or written down and placed in the cracks of the wall. The wall is divided into two sections, one area for males and the 

other for females. Seeing people praying and being taken in by this site that holds such significance for them is surely a 

meaningful memory we’ll take home to share with friends and family.  
 

Since we’re already outside the wall of the *Temple Mount 

we’ll make our way inside, a holy site for all 3 Abrahamic 

religions. Seen as the holiest site for Jewish believers, parts of 

the four walls surrounding the Temple Mount date back to the 

time of the Second Jewish Temple, first century BCE. The 

walls were built around the summit of Mount Moriah, where 

biblically, Abraham offered his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice. For 

Muslims, the Temple Mount is the third holiest site after 

Mecca and Medina. In Muslim tradition, this is where the 

Prophet Mohammed made his “Night Journey” to the throne of 

God. In the seventh century, when the Muslims conquered 

Jerusalem, they built the Dome of the Rock & Al-Aqsa 

Mosque, the gold-topped Islamic shrine seen in many famous 

photographs of the Old City. 
 

Outside the Old City walls is, of course, the “New City”. A 

number of interesting places here are waiting for our visit. Jerusalem’s 

First Station, or Tachana Rishona in Hebrew, is the perfect spot to grab a 

bite to eat for lunch. But the station itself has a long history that dates back 

to the 1800s, taking its name from the railway station it originated from. 

Today, it’s become a modern center of culture with shopping, restaurants, & 

shows. 
 

At the Russian Compound in central Jerusalem, we’ll see interesting 

buildings and significant sites including the massive and unmissable Holy 

Trinity Church. Built in the 1860s, the compound is one of the first 

structures to be built outside the Old City of Jerusalem. Upon completion, it 

eventually comprised men’s 

and women’s hostels, a 

Russian consulate, the 

impressive Orthodox cathedral, a mission, and a hospital. Until about 100 years ago, 

the Russian Compound served the needs of Russian pilgrims to the Holy Land, many 

of whom stayed in its accommodations. The Holy Trinity Cathedral was built as 

the Compound’s center with funds donated by the people of the Russian Empire, and 

finally consecrated in 1872. The main hall, dome, and two aisles are painted celestial 

blue with pale pink accents and depictions of saints. The church’s four octagonal bell 

towers and bright green domes make this one of Jerusalem’s most distinctive 

landmarks and worthy of more than a few photographs.  
 



From here it’s onto the bustling Machane Yehuda Market for a tasting tour. Also known as a shuk, this bustling market is the 

largest in Jerusalem, filled with fascinating sounds, sights, and smells to take in, photograph, & taste test! 
 

Our last stop on this epic day takes us to the Haas Promenade. We’ll try to arrive here in the late afternoon for sunset, the perfect 

spot to gain a visual perspective of the city, and all the amazing places we visited throughout the day. With the sun coming close 

to the horizon, we’ll capture awesome photographs of the Dome of the Rock & city walls glowing in a final bow before nightfall. 

The evening is at leisure and, as always, join our tour leader to eat with the group or get something on your own before a well-

earned, good night’s sleep.  
 

 

Overnight Jerusalem  
 

* Please note, the entrance to the Temple Mount may be closed without notice for security reasons and special 

visitors/ceremonies, so please be aware and flexible in the event we cannot actually go inside. Also, due to a number of religious 
holidays, it may be infeasible to go inside because of the hours long line to get in. Lastly, non-Muslims are not permitted to enter 

the Dome of the Rock so it will be admired from outside only.  

 

Day 7: Jesus’ Birthplace & the Oldest City on Earth! (Friday, 11/12/21) (B)  
 

 

Today we’ll be visiting two more iconic destinations outside of Jerusalem. 

A short drive from the “Holy City” has us arriving in yet another holy 

place: Bethlehem. Most of us know this place because of its synonymity 

with Jesus Christ’s place of birth.   
 

“Bethlehem may no longer be the ‘little town’ of Christmas 

carols, but you don’t have to go far in what is now a pulsing city 
to see the stories of Mary and Joseph, stars, mangers and a 

savior hardwired into every paving stone, street and church” – 

Lonely Planet. 
 

Two important sites for those of the Christian faith still exist to this day. 

First, is the Church of the Nativity, marking the traditional place of 

Christ's birth. It is also one of the oldest surviving Christian churches in the 

world. Second, is the Shepherd’s Field, located just outside of Bethlehem 

in the small Christian village of Beit Sahour. According to the Christian tradition, these fertile fields are believed to be where the 

announcement of Jesus’ birth by the angels to the shepherds took 

place. There are two rival locations for the exact site, one run by the 

Greek Orthodox and the other by the Franciscans. Both sites have 

been excavated, and there have been churches and monasteries on 

both sites since at least the 4th century. 
 

From here it’s onto the lowest AND oldest city on earth: 

Jericho!  Great stories, myths, & legends have taken place here 

over the millennia. The Israelites supposedly brought down its 

walls with a great shout and trumpet blasts, Jesus healed 

Bartimaeus, the blind beggar, and dined with Zacchaeus, the rich 

tax collector. And both Cleopatra and Herod the Great coveted this 

lush oasis. The name means “City of palms” and is mentioned 70 

times in the Old Testament. In Old Jericho (known as Tel 

Jericho), we’ll take the cable car up the Mount of Temptation for 



breathtaking views and photos of the lush oasis that makes up the landscape. This archaeological excavation, a few miles from 

modern-day Jericho, is thought to be the site inhabited from the 10th millennium BC. 
 

Back in Jerusalem, the remainder of the day is at leisure. Our tour director will have a great dinner spot picked out for those who 

want to eat as a group.  
 

Overnight Jerusalem  
 

Day 8: The Great Desert Fortress & the Dead Sea 

(Saturday, 11/13/21) (B) 
 

After breakfast this morning we’ll bid farewell to 

Jerusalem and embark on an awesome road trip through 

the Judean Desert, gradually approaching the lowest 

place on Earth! We arrive at the incredible desert 

fortress known as Masada. This ancient place is a well-

deserved UNESCO World Heritage Site, occupying a 

breathtaking, strategic location, high on a flat plateau 

above the Dead Sea. Easily one of the greatest 

archaeological sites in the word, the dramatic ascent can 

now be made by cable-car which we’ll take advantage of. 

The fortress was built in 30 BCE by King Herod, whose 

architectural feats have left their mark throughout the 

country. At the beginning of the great revolt against Rome in the year 68 CE, the site was conquered by a group of Jewish zealots, 

and Masada became their last stronghold. The remains of the fortress are well-preserved and have been reconstructed in an effort 

to pay homage to the site and its heroic inhabitants. The most impressive structure remaining is King Herod’s northern palace, 

built on three rock terraces overlooking the gorge below. 
 

After our memorable time at the great desert fortress, we’ll 

make our way to the shores of the Dead Sea. Known in 

Hebrew as Yam Ha-Melakh (the Sea of Salt), the Dead Sea is 

surrounded by the stunning landscape of the Negev Desert. 

While technically a lake, the “sea” is part of the long border 

between Israel and Jordan whose towering mountains pose for 

our cameras. The shores of the sea are the lowest points on the 

surface of earth, and the saline water of the lake give lead to 

the name because no fish can survive in the salty waters. But 

while fish cannot find a home here, the salty water has become 

legendary for its health and healing properties, along with the 

unique phenomenon that allows one to float naturally without 

effort.  Our private beach will be waiting for us where we can 

experience “effortless floating” and the famous healing powers of mineral-rich mud.  
 

Our day is far from over because up the shoreline a desert oasis awaits. The Ein Gedi Nature Reserve is famous for its 

biodiversity, lush springs, and waterfalls. Lots of trails ranging 

from easy to difficult make this the perfect spot for a hike, 

featuring spectacular beauty, varied landscapes, and botanical 

gardens. Some of our best images from the whole trip may be 

captured here! 
  

The road trip continues to our final destination for the day, Eilat. 

Our evening arrival gets us there in time for dinner, to be enjoyed 

on your own or with the group. Rest up tonight because 

tomorrow the turquoise waters of the Red Sea are beckoning.  

 

Overnight Eilat 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 9: The Southern Tip & the Red Sea (Sunday, 11/14/21) (B) 

 

Eilat 
 

“Plonked between the copper-colored rocks of the Negev desert and the rippling, luminescent 
corals of the Red Sea, Eilat occupies an enviable position on Israel’s southern tip. Understated this 

resort city is not, but those who dare to peel back its rough-and-ready shell will find a seaside city 

thronging with activity, including some of the best diving and snorkeling in the region.” – Lonely 

Planet 
 

 
 

Sleep in this morning or join our tour director on an *optional snorkeling adventure in the Red Sea. Take a plunge into the 

warm, turquoise waters of the Red Sea to discover a vibrant world full of incredible living corals, fish, anemones, & marine 

mammals.  
 

This afternoon we’ll bid farewell to the mystical holy land of Israel and embark on part 2 of our journey to the great Kingdom of 

Jordan. Sad to say goodbye (for now), but the adventures ahead will surely mute these emotions and quickly turn to renewed 

excitement as we cross the border… 

 

*Optional Guided Snorkeling: Price, RSVP, & more details sent to the group 1 month before the trip.  
 

 

Part 2: Jordan (5 Nights/6 Days) 

 

 

“Jordan has a tradition of welcoming visitors: camel caravans plied the legendary King’s 

Highway transporting frankincense in exchange for spices while Nabataean tradesmen, 
Roman legionnaires, Muslim armies and zealous Crusaders all passed through the land, 

leaving behind impressive monuments…It’s easy to see why TE Lawrence (Lawrence of 
Arabia) was so drawn to this land of weathered sandstone and reddened dunes. But Jordan’s 

desert landscapes are not confined to the southeast: they encompass a salt sea at the lowest 



point on earth, canyons flowing with seasonal water, oases of palm trees and explosions of 

springtime flowers scattered across arid hills.” – Lonely Planet 
 

Day 9 Continued: The Great Red “Rum” (Sunday, 11/14/21) (B, D) 
 

After a morning of relaxation and snorkeling in the Red Sea, another “red” wonder is waiting for us 

this afternoon. The Wadi Rum Desert is synonymous with Jordan and, more recently, Hollywood. 

To get there we will depart from Eilat and head up the road to the Arava Border, where we enter 

the great kingdom. From here it’s only a couple hours to the heart of the Wadi Rum, where our 

desert camp will be ready for us. But as they say, it’s about the journey, not the destination.  

 

  The Wadi Rum 
 

“Prepare to be awed. There’s more to Jordan’s most famous desert than vast 

expanses of sand, though the undulating dunes are certainly mesmerizing…” 

“The closest you’ll ever come to camping on Mars, Jordan’s Wadi Rum is an 
otherworldly experience you shouldn’t miss in your lifetime” – The Points Guy 

(latter) & Fodor’s (former) 

 

We can’t appreciate the beauty and vastness of this geological wonder without exploring it by 

vehicle. A 2 hour 4X4 adventure will take place en route to our luxury camp. The closest thing to 

Mars, some highlights include Lawrence of Arabia's house, fresh water springs, magnificent rock formations, thrilling canyons, 

red sand dunes, deep valleys, and so much more. The experience will be a memorable one for our eyes, and our cameras!  
 

We eventually arrive at the incredible camp we’ll call home for the night.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 

 

                         Luxury Camping on “Mars” 
 

“In the heart of Wadi Rum’s majestic landscape stands 

our incredible camp, offering a uniquely awe-inspiring 
experience of serene desert living. Our distinctive 

Bedouin-style tents afford mountain views with a 
private bathroom/hot water shower, air conditioning, & 

a terrace.” 

 

Martian Dome Optional Room Upgrade: Ultra-glamping modern dome 

architecture offers unique living & comfort while still getting the authentic desert 

experience. Gaze at the magnificent moon and stars through triangular windows 

which make up the entire wall in front of you, all right from a toasty bed.  
 

Cost: $80 double occupancy/ $155 single occupancy  

 

*Please e-mail michelle@photoflytravel.com to request the Martian Dome 

Optional Room Upgrade. 

 

*LIMTED 

ROOMS 

AVAILABLE, “FIRST COME FIRST SERVE” 

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Upon checking into our domes and luxury tents, the remainder 

of the afternoon is at leisure to enjoy the stunning surroundings 

of the red desert. Enjoy dinner together with the group under 

the clearest view of the Milky Way we’ve ever seen. Tonight, 

join our tour director for some night shooting of the desert 

landscapes and “super starry” night sky (optional, tripods 

required). 
 

Overnight Wadi Rum Desert 
 
 

mailto:michelle@photoflytravel.com


Day 10: The Rose Red City (Monday, 11/15/21) (B) 
 

Wake up to the peaceful silence of the Wadi Rum before she too begins to rise with the winds picking up & the sounds of 

Bedouins beginning their day. A hearty breakfast is in order because our encounter with the ancient Nabatean city of Petra is 

about to blow our minds! But first, for those itching for some early morning exercise and one of the most memorable hikes of our 

life, check out the optional excursion to a giant desert rock bridge. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Optional Early Morning/Sunrise Hike 
 

This optional early morning sunrise hike will hit the spot for those interested.  The trek will take us to Jabal Burdah rock 

bridge, considered one of the highest natural arches in the world. Located in the southeast of the protected area, the 115 ft high 

“bridge” is one of the most spectacular sites in Wadi Rum. Different 

trails lead to the bridge but our favorite is the ‘Bedouin Road’ on the 

north side of the mountain. The short, but steep trek is one of the 

most rewarding hikes in all of Jordan!  
 

● Distance: 1.5 Miles 

● Difficulty: Moderately Difficult/ Strenuous 

● Terrain: Smooth uneven rock throughout with a couple short 

sections which require bouldering & rock scrambling.  
 

*No harnesses required and our guide and tour director will be 

spotting for safety.  
 

Price: $75 per person (minimum 4 guests needed) 
 

*RSVP Requests will be sent to the group 1 month before the rip.  
 

*Though our local guide will help us all the way to the top, with spectacular photo stops along the way, you must have good 

balance & stamina to participate in this hike. Try walking uphill near your home for 1 hour without stopping. If you think you 

could go for 2 more hours stopping only a couple times this hike should be doable for you. Next, try balancing on 1 foot for at 

least 30 seconds. If you cannot do this, or if you find it very difficult, you should not sign up for this hike. If you have a fear of 
heights or do not like the idea of walking along the edge of cliffs, skip this hike. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Petra 
 

 
 

“Poet Dean Burgon called Petra, the ancient city of dazzling facades tucked into the mountains of 

southern Jordan, the “rose red city, half as old as time…Its boulevards, temples, and splendid tombs 

(800 in all), secreted among the high cliffs, evoke incomparable mystery and grandeur.” – Fodor’s.  
The Nabateans carved beautiful structures and buildings into pink and red sandstone canyon walls, 

creating a breathtaking city that was a center for trade for over 500 years. It’s been voted one of the 
‘New Seven Wonders of the World’, and when you see it, this humbling title becomes an apparent 

understatement. 



 

From the Wadi Rum, it only takes a few hours to reach this historical treasure. On arrival, 

we head straight to the entrance to maximize our time here.  
 

The experience begins with excitement as we head through the sandstone Siq en route 

to the city built by the Nabateans some 2000 years ago. This is the ancient main entrance 

leading to the city itself, comprised of a split rock 4000 ft long, and widths ranging 

merely 10 to 40 ft. The highest point is over 250 ft. and most of the rock is natural aside 

from small sections sculpted by the Nabataeans. These sections were decorated with 

Nabataean sculptures, mostly representing gods. The natural formation itself is a feast 

for the eyes and we’ll take our time here to capture lots of interesting images.  
 

At the end of the Siq, the rocks open to the most famous ancient structure in all of Jordan, The 

Treasury.  The magnificent façade is over 100 ft high and intricately decorated with Corinthian 

capitals, friezes, & figures. It’s crowned by a funerary urn, which according to local legend 

conceals a pharaoh’s treasure. In reality the urn represented a memorial for royalty. The original 

function is still a mystery. Some archaeologists believe it to be a temple, while others think it was 

a place to store documents. However, the most recent excavation here has unearthed a graveyard 

beneath the Treasury, conjuring other suspicions about its true function. One thing we do know is 

it was constructed around the 1st century BC. 
 

Other highlights we’ll see today include ancient crypts, mourning 

halls, baths, and temples, the most famous being the Obelisk 

Tomb, Jabal Madbach (sacrificial palace), & Theater. Before 

our first encounter with this mystical place ends, be sure to stand in 

the 3000-seat Roman theatre built over 2000 years ago, and watch 

the nearby mountains magically change colors as clouds and light 

work their magic. But don’t worry, tomorrow morning we’ll be 

coming back for more.  
 

Upon leaving the site, we’ll take a short drive to our boutique hotel in Wadi Musa, which translates 

to the “Valley of Moses”. The town sprung up around Petra and is comprised mainly of easygoing 

hotels, restaurants, shops, and houses stretching 3 miles from the main entrance. The remainder of 

the evening is on our own but don’t hesitate to join our tour director at a local’s favorite for dinner. 

Sleep well tonight, because tomorrow we’re up bright and early to explore more of this world wonder.  

 

Overnight Wadi Musa 

 

Day 11: More Ancient Beauty & Jaw Dropping Landscapes (Tuesday, 11/16/21) (B) 
 

This morning we’ll wake with the sun and head back to Petra when less tourists are running around. There are still plenty of things 

to see here, and another few hours are a must. Feel free to sleep in & 

relax if you saw enough of this amazing place yesterday.  
 

Petra is huge and deserving of more exploration. While our guide will 

be with us to explain a few more sites we couldn’t fit in yesterday, the 

main purpose of this visit is free time to 

explore on our own. Get lost in the 

surreal corners of the city and feel free 

to join our tour director on a “hike” to 

Petra’s most awe-inspiring monument. 
 

The Monastery, as it’s been called for 

hundreds of years, has a facade so big it 

seems like an optical illusion; the 

doorway alone is taller than a house. At first glance, it looks a lot like the Treasury’s, but is much 

less ornate; in fact, there’s virtually no decoration at all. The name “Monastery” is also a misnomer, 

suggested by some crosses scratched inside from the supposed Christian Chapel it was converted to 

at some point in history. Its original purpose was almost certainly a temple, possibly dedicated to 

the Nabatean King Obodas I, who reigned in the first century BC and was posthumously deified.  

Getting here may be a challenge for some, but our tour director is more than willing to stand by and 

help those who want to push themselves. Eight hundred steps lead the way, and as daunting as this 



sounds, there’s a well-trodden route the whole way with plenty of places to rest. A tranquil holy spring two-thirds of the way up is 

almost worth the climb by itself. Even if you’ve had your fill of facades, the stupendous views from the mountain-top over the entire 

Petra basin and the Wadi Araba make the trek essential. Another option for those less abled is hiring a donkey. Prices are very 

negotiable and you’ll most likely have to beat off the hordes of kids riding alongside exclaiming, “Air-condition taxi, miss?” *Bear 

in mind, the archeological authorities would prefer that we walked. All those hooves are slowly degrading the Nabatean-carved 

sandstone steps on the route up. 
 

After we’re satisfied with our time in Petra, the afternoon is at leisure back in town. But it doesn’t have to be; join our tour director 

and guide on an optional excursion to Dana Valley, a biosphere reserve filled with jaw dropping landscapes in every direction.   

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Optional Dana Valley Nature Reserve & Village Walk & Hike 
 

 
 

Less than an hour from Petra is a hidden gem few travelers make time to explore. The Dana Valley Biosphere is a protected 

reserve with a diverse array of images to capture, including dramatic canyon scenery, local villages, and ancient copper mines. On 

arrival, the charming 15th-century stone village of Dana dangles beneath the 

King’s Highway on a precipice, commanding exceptional views of the valley 

below. A delicious lunch prepared by the locals is welcomed before we begin our 

hike. Starting from the Dana Guesthouse, we’ll take a trail that winds above Dana 

Village and through terraced gardens and local craft workshops. We’ll encounter 

local residents, original Ottoman architecture, and learn more about Dana's rich 

history. This “hike” is more of a village walk but includes hills. There are amazing 

views of the valley and canyons throughout. It’s relatively short and very doable 

for most travelers in decent shape. If we have time, a short, easy hike to an 

incredible lookout may be possible on the way back. Upon finishing, we’ll return 

to Wadi Musa and the remainder of the day is at leisure.  
 

 

Village Hike: 
 

● Distance: 1.5 Miles 

● Difficulty: Easy to Moderate 
 

Inclusions: 
 

● Return transfers 

● Private Guide 

● Lunch 

 

Price: $89 per person (minimum 4 guests needed) 
 

*RSVP Requests will be sent to the group 1 month before the 

rip.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Overnight Wadi Musa 
 

Day 12: Castles, City of Mosaics, & Moses’ Discovery (Wednesday, 11/17/21) (B) 
 

We’ll continue north after breakfast this morning, with a number of great stops en route to the nation’s capital. Not 

far from Wadi Musa is Shobak Castle. Here we discover the impressive Crusader castle built by Baldwin I of 



Jerusalem in 1115 AD. In its heyday, 6000 people resided here and it 

was attacked several times by Saladin, finally falling to his army in 

1189.  
 

Moving on, a road trip filled with beautiful landscapes takes us to 

Madaba, “The City of Mosaics”.  It’s best known for its collection of 

Byzantine and Umayyad artwork, including a Byzantine mosaic 

depicting a map of the Holy Land. After our visit, the drive continues 

to Mt Nebo, the mountain considered to be, according to the Old 

Testament, where Moses saw the Promised Land before he died. 

3,000 feet high, Mt. Nebo is a 

sacred pilgrimage site for all 

followers of the 3 Abrahamic religions.  We’ll get to see, just like Moses, the 

breathtaking view over Israel. On a clear day, we may even be able to spot 

Jericho and Jerusalem! 
 

Amman greets us at days end and we’ll head to the hotel to check in. The 

remainder of the evening is on our own but feel free to join our tour director for 

dinner, as always.  
 

Overnight Amman 
 

 

Day 13: Desert Castles & the Capital (Thursday, 11/18/21) (B, D) 
 

Amman 
 

“As Middle Eastern cities go, Amman is a relative youth, being mostly a creation of the 20th century. 

But though it lacks the storied history and 

thrilling architectural tapestry of other regional 

capitals, there’s plenty here to encourage you to 

linger awhile. Downtown Amman is a must-see. 
At the bottom of the city’s many hills and 

overlooked by the magisterial Citadel, it features 
spectacular Roman ruins, an international-

standard museum and the hubbub of mosques, 

souqs and coffeehouses that are central to 
Jordanian life. Elsewhere, urbane western 

Amman has leafy residential districts, cafes, bars, 
modern malls and art galleries; and in earthy 

eastern Amman, it’s easy to sense the more 

traditional and conservative pulse of the capital. Not to mention, it’s one of the easiest cities in which to 
enjoy the Middle East experience.” - Lonely Planet 

 
Our morning begins by exploring the best Amman has to offer. First stop is the Roman Theatre. Originally built between 138 and 

161 CE to accommodate 5000 spectators, it’s still used to this day for 

hosting cultural events & tours. From here we’ll head to a Bronze Age site 
with a great view. The Citadel and Temple of Hercules towers above the 

capital on a hill, with a 2000-year-old, 5600 ft wall. The temple is of 

particular significance because of the enormous, 40 ft high statue of 

Hercules that once stood here. A set of three fingers crawling over the side 

of the hill and a huge white fragment of the elbow is all that remains, but 

unique and fun images can be captured here! Our last stop is Amman’s 

“Old Town”. Known to locals as Al Balad (downtown), this is a great 

place to run into friendly locals eager for a chat. It’s full of stores, artisanal 

goods, handicrafts, coffee shops, & restaurants which we’ll enjoy before 

our afternoon adventure outside the city.  

 

Not far from Amman are a series of historic desert castles calling our name. We’ll take a short road trip to check out the most 

impressive ones. First up is Al Kharaneh, a majestic structure that was more of a fortress than the other nearby castles, with 

raised walls, narrow slits, and four angle towers for defense. It’s arguably the most photogenic of all the desert castles so we’ll 

take our time to get some great shots before moving on. Amra Castle is next, another exceptionally well-preserved desert castle 



deserving of UNESCO World Heritage status. Its interior walls and ceilings are covered with lively frescoes, and two of the rooms 

are paved with colorful mosaics. The last crusader castle we visit dates from 

300 AD, and was once the home of T.E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia). Al 

Azraq’s remaining walls and structures offer a layered history, beginning with 

the Romans & finishing with a significant role in Jordanian military history. 
 

Back in Amman we’ll come together one last time for a farewell feast. Let’s 

celebrate this “holy” journey together with great food and newfound travel 

buddies for years to come.  Overnight Amman 

Day 14: Farewell to the Holy Land (Friday, 11/19/21) (B) 
 

After breakfast this morning we’ll be transferred to the Amman International 

Airport (AMM) for our flights home. Israel and Jordan have given us many 

great memories, yet have so much more to offer. It won’t be a surprise if many 

of us return someday… 

 

 
 

*Important: We’ll be flying into Ben Gurion International Airport (TLV) but departing from Queen Alia International Airport in 
Amman (AMM), so please book your flights accordingly. The arrival time windows needed for the included group transfer will be 

sent to the group approximately 4 months before trip. 

 
*As always, feel free to arrive a day early to catch up on jet lag. E-mail steve@photoflytravel.com for pre-night accommodation 

and airport transfer information.  

 
 

Accommodations/Inclusions/Exclusions/Price  
 

  

 

Tel Aviv: Yam Tel Aviv or similar… 
 

(https://www.atlas.co.il/yam-hotel-tel-aviv) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293984-d7911097-

Reviews-Yam_Hotel-Tel_Aviv_Tel_Aviv_District.html) 

 

Haifa: Haifa Bay Club or similar… 
 

(https://www.atlas.co.il/bay-club-haifa) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293982-d3853336-

Reviews-Bay_Club_Hotel_Haifa-Haifa_Haifa_District.html) 

 

Nazareth: Golden Crown Nazareth or similar… 
 

(https://english.goldencrown.co.il/) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g297758-d482007-Reviews-

Golden_Crown_Nazareth_Hotel-Nazareth_Galilee_Region_Northern_District.html)  

 

Jerusalem: Jerusalem Hotel or similar… 
 

https://www.jrshotel.com/ AND https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293983-d320779-Reviews-

Jerusalem_Hotel-Jerusalem_Jerusalem_District.html 
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Eilat: Nova Like or similar… 
 

(https://www.atlas.co.il/nova-hotel-eilat) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293980-d308523-

Reviews-Nova_Like_Hotel_Eilat_an_Atlas_Hotel-Eilat_Southern_District.html)  

 

Wadi Rum: Mazayen Rum camp or similar… 
 

(https://mazayenrumcamp.com/en/) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g303973-d14149598-Reviews-

Mazayen_Rum_camp-Wadi_Rum_Al_Aqabah_Governorate.html)  

 

Wadi Musa (Petra): Petra Moon Hotel or similar… 
 

(https://www.petramoonhotel.com/) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g318895-d799277-Reviews-

Petra_Moon_Hotel-Petra_Wadi_Musa_Ma_an_Governorate.html)  

 

Amman: AlQasr Metropole Hotel or similar… 
 

(https://www.alqasrmetropole.com/) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293986-d301035-Reviews-

AlQasr_Metropole_Hotel-Amman_Amman_Governorate.html)  

 

*Accommodations subject to change based on availability  

 
 

 

What’s Included? 

 
 

● 13 Nights/14 Days Accommodations 

● Transportation Throughout   

● Breakfast Daily 

● 2 Lunches, 3 Dinners 

● Privately Guided Tours and Activities  

o Local English-speaking Guides Throughout (unless otherwise specified) 

● All Entrance Fees, Transfers, & Taxes  

● Jordanian Visa (passport needed upon sign up) 

 

What’s Not Included? 
 

● Tips (Recommended) 

o Guides & drivers ($5 - $10 per day for guides/ $3 - $5 per day for drivers)   

o Porters ($1 per bag), Housekeeping ($2 - $3 per day) 

● Personal items & equipment  

● Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 

● Optional activities stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 

● International airfare  

● Any additional transportation, camera fees, items of personal nature, etc. not listed in the above itinerary 

● Travel Insurance  

o Highly Recommended: Email michelle@photoflytravel.com for more details 
 

*Hotels subject to change based on availability   

 
 

Price: $3,395.00 
 

Single Supplement: $895.00 
 

* For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested. 

 
 

Final Payment: Due 90 days prior to departure date. Credit Cards OR checks accepted. 
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Please go to https://photoflytravel.org/tour/israel-jordan-group-tours/ to secure your spot online OR mail check to 

Local Planet Travel: 
 

Local Planet Travel 

105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 

 
  

Cancellation Policy & Refunds 
 

*There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 120 days (July 9th 2021) or more prior 
to trip departure date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations less than 120 days (July 9th 2021) 
prior to the trip departure date will receive no refund of the full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour. 
Credit card fees and PayPal processing fees cannot be refunded. After airline tickets are issued, airline cancellations 
are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new ticket price. Travel 
insurance strongly encouraged (ask us about policy options). 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

 

 

PhotoFly Travel Club 
Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 

steve@photoflytravel.com  

 

Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 
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