Croatia & Her Beautiful Sisters: Gems of the Adriatic
Daily Itinerary: August 21st - August 30th 2020

From Zagreb to Dubrovnik, we'll explore the best of the best when it comes to this
Eastern European gem. And since this gorgeous country is surrounded by gorgeous
neighbors, we’ll explore a few of
them too - Bosnia and Herzegovina
and Montenegro.
Our Croatia small group tour is filled
with beauty for us to soak in,
photograph, and marvel at. We've
custom built this adventure to
experience the highlights of Croatia
and her neighbors including the
country’s amazing Dalmatian coast.

(B-breakfast, L-lunch, D-dinner)
Day 1, Friday August 21st: Arrive in Zagreb (B, D)
Arrive at Zagreb airport and transfer with the group to the
city center. The capital of Croatia, Zagreb is situated on the
slopes of Medvednica Mountain (Zagrebacka Gora) and
along the banks of the Sava River. The ideal geographic
position in the south-western part of the Pannonian Basin
which extends to the Alpine, Dinaric, Adriatic and Pannonic
regions, provides the best valuation of traffic connection
between Central Europe
and the Adriatic Sea.
Gornji Grad is a more
recent name for the medieval town which was
chartered in 242 by the so-called Golden Bull and thus
obtained the status of "the free royal town on Gradec
Hill of Zagreb". It lies on a slope between the walls
constructed around the mid-13th century. The town
used to have four gates. The Stone Gate (Kamenita
Vrata), the only preserved city gate, represents the

entrance to the Upper Town. It was first mentioned in the Middle Ages and its present
aspect dates from 1760, when the Baroque chapel of the Mother of God was constructed
around the old painting by a local master.
Tonight we’ll enjoy a welcome dinner at a local favorite with traditional cuisine.
Overnight Zagreb
Hotel: Palace Hotel Zagreb
*Depart USA Airport → Zagreb International Airport (ZAG) to arrive on August 21st
2020. Arrival time windows needed to make included group transfers will be sent to
group 3-4 months prior to departure date.
**IMPORTANT: You will NOT be booking round trip flight into and out of Zagreb
because we are finishing the tour in Dubrovnik (DBV). Note the departure info on last
day of itinerary below.
DAY 2, Saturday August 22nd: Zagreb → Plitvice Lakes National Park (B)
After breakfast, the journey begins with a city tour
of Zagreb including a panoramic bus ride through
the city and a city walk to the most interesting spots
in the center of the town such as the Main square
Trg Bana Jelačića, the fruit market, and the St.
Markus Church.
This afternoon we travel onward to the Plitvice
Lakes National Park. The oldest Croatian National
Park protected by UNESCO is a natural beauty and
a must see. Located in Central Croatia in the
mountainous region, the park consists of 16 large and a few smaller lakes each lined up
and separated by travertine barriers and surrounded by pristine forests. Enjoy the serene,
beautiful work of Mother Nature while
relaxing among her vibrant greens and
blues. The lakes are renowned for their
distinctive colors, ranging from azure to
green, grey or blue. The colors change
constantly depending on the quantity of
minerals and organisms in the water and the
angle of sunlight.
The plan is to arrive and check into our
hotel in the afternoon with plenty of golden
light left including the sunset. We’ll be able to head into the park and check out some
ideal spots for exploration and photographs.
Overnight in Plitvice Lakes National Park
Hotel: Hotel Jezero and Plitvice Hotel*
DAY 3, Sunday August 23rd: Plitvice Lakes National Park → Trogir (B)
This morning we’ll explore the park more thoroughly with our private guide or on your
own for those photo enthusiasts that want to spend more time where they like. Enjoy
pleasant walks, hikes, and a boat ride along the way. This will be a photo lovers dream
filled with amazing landscape images around every turn!

After we’ve had our fill with nature’s amazing
creations, we’re onto the Dalmatian Coast to get
our first look at this 1,000 mile long coastline.
Our first stop is probably our favorite!
Meet the city with 2,300 years of tradition.
Trogir is a picturesque community and a
charming stone town under the protection of
UNESCO which takes pride in their stunning
Romanesque cathedral, churches, towers, and
beautiful palaces. Its rich culture is created under
the influence of the ancient Greeks, Romans, and Venetians. With its concentration of
palaces, churches, towers, and fortress on a small island, Trogir truly deserves its
nickname "The Stone Beauty".
We’ll check into our charming old world
hotels; family owned inns, former
Baroque households situated in very
heart of Trogir. The afternoon is free to
wander and explore the city on our own.
For those interested, join our tour
director and local guide in search of rich
culture, history, and great photographs
for those that want to stick together.
Overnight in Trogir
Hotel: Heritage Hotel Tragos and
Palace Central Square*
DAY 4, Monday August 24th: Split (B)
After breakfast today we’ll transfer to Split for a guided city tour. Split is the second
largest city in Croatia and the capital of Dalmatia has gradually developed around the
palace that the Roman Emperor Diocletian built more than 1,700 years ago. The entire
old city of Split has been built
within the walls of the UNESCO
World Heritage site, Diocletian
Palace, making this historical
center very unique. From
Diocletian's cellars to the market
(pjaca), to the sunny sea
promenade (riva), past the fishmarket all the way to the theatre,
Split encompasses the real
atmosphere of a typical
Mediterranean city.
The afternoon will be free to explore, photograph, and shop the streets of Split on your
own. Also, a few optional activities may be offered depending on availability…
Overnight in Trogir
Hotel: Heritage Hotel Tragos and Palace Central Square*

DAY 5, Tuesday August 25th: Trogir → Mostar (B)
This morning we’ll scoot across the border to Bosnia/Herzegovina's wonderland town of
Mostar. But on the way another
stunning waterfall landscape awaits.
The sparkling Kravice Falls are among
the most fascinating naturalistic
features of the Herzegovinian region. A
short walk down a windy staircase
takes us to these 80 feet high and 390
feet long “mini Niagara Falls”. This
will be a must stop for photographs and
a refreshing swim before continuing
onto Mostar.
Most famous for a beautiful Ottoman-style bridge which spans the Neretva river in the
historic center of the city, "Stari Most" frames the colorful buildings and mosques that
tumble down the cliffs of Old Town as the Neretva River rushes underneath it. It is
obvious that Mostar is arguably this country's most beautiful "city". It is charming and
pristine. In fact, it's bizarrely pristine for a city famous for being all but destroyed during
the war. A wide variety of delicious multi-ethnic restaurants and awesome bakeries/cafes
dot the streets with brilliant views of the bridge. Eat delicious ethnic food, sip great local
coffee, and take pictures. What gets
better than this?
The evening will be free to explore,
photograph, and shop the streets of
Mostar on your own. Feel free to join
our tour director on a stroll through the
old town and to grab a delicious dinner
with the group.

Overnight in Mostar
Hotel: Hotel Pellegrino

DAY 6 Wednesday August 26th: Bosnia and Herzegovina (Mostar) (B)
This morning we’ll enjoy a fascinating guided walk through the cobblestone streets and
alleys of Mostar, culminating at the iconic “Stari Most” bridge. Our local guide knows
the most interesting alleys with historical and cultural tidbits that enrich our
understanding of the town in so many ways.
Enjoy lunch at an authentic
ethnic restaurant with our
tour director (optional)
before enjoying a free
afternoon of more
exploring. As always,
dinner can be sought out on
your own or join our tour
director at a local tavern.
Overnight Mostar
Hotel: Hotel Pellegrino

DAY 7, Thursday August 27th: Mostar → Montenegro (B, L)
After breakfast, we say goodbye to Mostar and head for the border of Montenegro and
her stunning coastline.
This might be the only place in the world where you can find so much natural wealth and
beauty in such a compact area
including pretty beaches, blue
lakes, rushing rivers, and
gorgeous mountains. Towns
and villages scattered between
1000 ft fiords and the Adriatic
Sea dot the coast en route to
the most famous, historical
walled city in this tiny
country.
Kotor is a medieval walled
town on the coast, situated in
the bay of the same name. It’s
become world famous for its maze of streets, old seafarer's villas, unique history, and
defense walls encircling the town and old fortress. A guided tour of the walled city will
be full of great shots and interesting history. Next up, lunch with locally sourced
ingredients at a highly rated restaurant will be enjoyed before free time to wander the
cobblestone streets and alleyways on your own, or head to our boutique hotel right in the
Old Town.
Those itching for an epic workout with outstanding panoramic views of the town and its
bay can join our tour director to
conquer the steep and rocky
climb along the city walls to the
fortress of St. John (San
Giovanni). Taking 1,355 steps
will bring us from the walled
town at the base to 4,000 feet
above sea level. It will be hard
not to stop every 10 minutes to
look back and capture amazing
images throughout the ascent.
Don’t forget lots of water to go
along with your cameras on this
one!
The evening is on our own to continue our new lover affair with the charm and mystique
that is Kotor. As always, feel free to join our tour leader for dinner at a highly reviewed
restaurant within the city walls.
Overnight Kotor
Hotel: Hotel Cattaro

DAY 8, Friday August 28th: Montenegro → Dubrovnik (B, D)

This morning we’ll journey onto our final destination and perhaps the apex of this great
adventure; across the border into Dubrovnik, Croatia. Upon checking into our hotel a
short walk from the beach, the afternoon is at leisure to relax or make your way down to
the walled city for our first taste of Croatia’s fantasyland, Dubrovnik. A fantastic cliff
walk near our hotel winds along the coast to the heart of the walled Old Town. This is an
excellent option and our Tour Director can show the way for those interested. Don’t
forget to grab your cameras for a beautiful sunset over the Adriatic!
The remainder of the evening is on our own before we reconvene for a delectable dinner
back at the hotel.
Overnight Dubrovnik
Hotel: Valamar Club Dubrovnik

DAY 9, Saturday August 29th: Dubrovnik (B, D)
Dubrovnik has been reclaimed not just as a Croatian treasure, but also as one of the
world’s treasures. This was solidified
when the United Nations declared the
medieval town an UNESCO World
Heritage site. Its fortresses, imposing
walls surrounding the city, palaces,
churches, and small streets form a
perfect harmony with the natural
surroundings.
Today we explore the Old City on an
privately guided tour. The experience
includes visits to the Franciscan
Monastery with Europe's oldest pharmacy, the Cathedral with its famous Treasury, and
the Rector's Palace which was once the seat of the government in the Dubrovnik
Republic. The afternoon will be free to continue exploring on our own or join the
awesome kayak adventure below.
Tonight we’ll reconvene to enjoy a farewell dinner at a highly regarded restaurant
overlooking the the city walls.
--------------Optional Kayaking Dubrovnik City Walls! (Half day sea kayaking- Price TBD—
minimum # of guests needed. More info upon request)

Discover why easy paddling in kayaks beneath the old city walls is a unique opportunity
and fantastic way to experience
Dubrovnik from the seaside!
The adventure in the Adriatic starts
beneath ancient Fort Lovrjenac in the
small port called Pile. Accompanied
by English speaking guides, we’ll set
off to explore limestone caves and the
beauty of mysterious Lokrum Island,
followed by a refreshing dip in a small
cove underneath a cave!
Overnight Dubrovnik
Hotel: Valamar Club Dubrovnik

DAY 10, Sunday August 30th: Depart Dubrovnik (B)
Today will be at leisure until our international departure flights home. Soak in the last of
Croatia’s rays and admire her pure beauty until next time.
*Depart from Dubrovnik International Airport (DBV) → HOME Airport on August
30th 2020. Arrival time windows needed to make included group transfer will be sent to
group 3-4 months prior to departure date.
*Note, your international flights will be a MULTI-CITY BOOKING to arrive in Zagreb
(ZAG) and depart from Dubrovnik (DBV)

Optional Extra Night Dubrovnik with Lokrum Island Visit!

August 30th-31st 2020
Those who want one more day to relax by the pool or beach, explore more of the walled
city, or take a boat trip to Lokrum Island, take
advantage of this extra night in Dubrovnik.
With great nature trails, photogenic rocky coasts,
swimming spots, beautiful gardens, and the
“Game of Throne’s” Museum, Lokrum Island is a
fantastic day trip and way to top off our
adventure.

Lokrum Island Reveiws & Info: https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Reviewg295371-d483261-Reviews-Island_of_LokrumDubrovnik_Dubrovnik_Neretva_County_Dalmatia.html & http://www.lokrum.hr/eng/ &
http://www.likecroatia.com/news-tips/6-things-you-can-do-on-lokrum/
* Extra night hotel not available. IF you are still interested, let us know and we can
confirm the hotel we are staying in so you can try and find a nearby hotel option on
your own.

Accommodations:
Zagreb: Palace Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g294454-d304331Reviews-Palace_Hotel-Zagreb_Central_Croatia.html)
Plitvice Lakes National Park: Hotel Jezero (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Reviewg303827-d317295-Reviews-Hotel_JezeroPlitvice_Lakes_National_Park_Central_Croatia.html)
Plitvice Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g303827-d313987-ReviewsPlitvice_Hotel-Plitvice_Lakes_National_Park_Central_Croatia.html)
Trogir: Heritage Hotel Tragos (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g303838d612334-Reviews-Heritage_Hotel_TragosTrogir_Split_Dalmatia_County_Dalmatia.html)
Palace Central Square (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g303838-d10515849Reviews-Palace_Central_Square-Trogir_Split_Dalmatia_County_Dalmatia.html)
Mostar, Bosnia/Herzegovina: Hotel Pellegrino
(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g295388-d1080615-ReviewsHotel_PellegrinoMostar_Herzegovina_Neretva_Canton_Federation_of_Bosnia_and_Herzegovin.html)
*Kotor, Montenegro: Hotel Cattaro (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Reviewg295381-d1790437-Reviews-Historic_Boutique_Hotel_CattaroKotor_Kotor_Municipality.html
Dubrovnik: Hotel Perla Dubrovnik (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Reviewg295371-d584278-Reviews-Hotel_PerlaDubrovnik_Dubrovnik_Neretva_County_Dalmatia.html)
*Hotels subject to change based on availability

What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation as stipulated in the itinerary
All guided tours and activities as listed in itinerary
o Local English speaking guides for city visits
All transfers in modern air conditioned vehicles as per program
All government taxes and levies
All meet and greet services
Arrival and departure transfers (arrival/departure times TBD)
Meals as indicated in the itinerary

What’s Not Included:
•
•

•
•
•
•

All items of personal nature
o Hotel telephone calls, laundry, etc.
Tips and gratuities, recommendations below
o $2.00 per person per day for lodge and hotel staff
o $1.00 per bag for porters
o $8.00 - $10.00 per person per day for guides
Alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks with meals
International flight and departure taxes
Any other item(s) not included in our itinerary
Travel insurance (recommended)
o Travel insurance will be offered to all participants and feel free to contact
us anytime if you want the coverage information before it is sent out.

Price: $2,995.00
Refundable Deposit: $600.00
* Single Supplement: $950.00
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single
occupancy is requested.
Go to:

http://www.photoflytravel.org/croatia-small-group-tour/ to sign up!

OR mail check to Local Planet Travel:
Local Planet Travel
105 Swallowtail Place
Greenville SC, 29607
Fine Print
All Travel Arrangements handled and booked by Local Planet Travel Services, LLC (CST # 2101181-40)
Your payment for a reservation on this trip constitutes consent and acknowledgement of all the provisions
in this Fine Print below. Make sure you read the information and call with any questions and to sign up for
this trip. Per our tour operator, hotels are always subject to change based on availability.

Final Payment- due 90 days prior to departure date. Credit Cards via PayPal or checks
are accepted. Pay online via PayPal here: http://www.photoflytravel.org/croatia-smallgroup-tour/
Checks are preferred to avoid paying the 3% PayPal fee. Please make checks out to
Local Planet Travel and mail to:
Local Planet Travel
105 Swallowtail Place
Greenville SC, 29607
Cancellation Fees and Refunds: All cancellations must be in writing. At any time of
your cancellation there will be a Local Planet Travel Services $100 administrative fee.
Cancellations made 95 days or more prior to departure date are fully refundable except
for the $100 administrative fee. Cancellations less than 95 days prior to departure date
will receive no refund of full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour.
After airline tickets are issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are
usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new ticket price. Travel

insurance is highly recommended! Travel insurance will be offered to all
participants but feel free to contact us anytime if you want the coverage information
before it is sent out.

PhotoFly Travel Club
Club Organizer: Steve Juba
978-479-4527
joinus@photoflytravel.com
Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/

