
 

 

The Real China 
 

 
 

May 20th - June 2nd 2020 
 

Our China adventure take us from Beijing and the less touristy parts of the Great Wall, to 

quaint off the path villages, amazing waterfalls, extravagant rice terraces, the mind 

blowing mountains around Yangshuo, and the rambling streets of Shanghai. 
 

B-Breakfast L-Lunch D-Dinner 

 

Day 1, Wednesday May 20th Arrive Beijing: (No meals)  

 

Beijing, the capital of China, lies 

just south of the rim of the Central 

Asian Steppes and is separated 

from the Gobi Desert by a green 

chain of mountains, over which 

The Great Wall runs. Modern 

Beijing lies on the site of 

countless human settlements that 

date back half a million years. 

Homo erectus Pekinensis, better 

known as Peking man was 

discovered just outside the city in 

1929. It is China's second largest 

city in terms of population and the 

largest in the administrative territory. Bicycles are still the main mode of transportation but 

taxis, cars, and buses jam the city streets.  

 

Upon arrival at the Beijing International Airport (PEK), our guide will welcome us and we’ll 

begin the amazing journey throughout Asia’s most prominent country. At the hotel, check-in and 

relax. The remainder of the day is at leisure. As always, feel free to join our Tour Director 

tonight at a local’s favourite restaurant for some real Chinese food (optional). Get some rest and 

catch up on jet lag today because the adventure begins tomorrow. 

 

Overnight in Beijing  



 

*Please note that one or two group airport transfers are included and the arrival time window 

needed to make this transfer will be announced to those signed up approximately 3-4 months 

prior to the trip departure date. If you wish to book your flights prior to this announcement and 

you do not arrive within the needed time window, we are always happy to help you arrange a 

private or shared shuttle transfer for your specific arrival time (additional cost applies). 

 

Day 2, Thursday May 21th Explore the Capital: (B, D)  

 

After breakfast this morning, we’re off to see The Temple of Heaven, a beautiful sequence of 

temples and altars. It was built in 1420 

and twice a year during imperial times, 

the Emperor and a magnificent 

procession of some 1,000 eunuchs, 

courtiers, and ministers would leave the 

Forbidden City for the temple. At the 

winter solstice, he expressed thanks for 

the previous harvest; on the 15th day of 

the first month of the lunar year, he 

begged the gods of sun and moon, 

clouds and rain, and thunder and 

lightning to bless the coming harvest.  

Chinese philosophers considered 

heaven the source of harmony and 

spiritual authority. The architecture 

reflects that sense of order. 

  

Next we’re onto Tiananmen Square, the largest square in the world.  It’s known as ‘The Gate 

of the Heavenly Sky’ and has long been a gathering place for locals and visitors alike. On the 

north side of the square is Tiananmen Gate (the rostrum). It was from the balcony of the rostrum 

on October 1, 1949 where Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Communist Party, proclaimed the 

founding of the People's Republic of China. The square was also made infamous by the iconic 

images and video of a pro-democracy protestor refusing to get out of the way of a huge army 

tank. Behind the rostrum lies the Forbidden City, also known as the Imperial Palace where we’ll 

head next. 

 

The Forbidden City (Imperial Palace) was home to 24 emperors beginning with its creation by 

Emperor Yongle in 1420 until 

the last Qing emperor, Puyi, 

left in 1924. The entire 

complex consists of 8,706 

rooms in which an estimated 

8,000 to 10,000 people lived 

including 3,000 eunuchs, as 

well as maids and concubines, 

all within 170 acres. Behind 

walls more than 30 feet high 

and within the 160-foot moat, 

complex rules and rituals 

dictated life in the Imperial 

Palace. Strictly off-limits to 

Chinese ordinary people (hence 

the name) the gates today lead 

to a fascinating display of Chinese history in what is probably the best-preserved site of Classical 

Chinese architecture. 

 



We’ll experience a change of pace and relaxing setting next at The Summer Palace, an 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Summer Palace is one of the largest and best-preserved 

imperial gardens in the world. In the 18th century, Emperor Qianlong enlarged and embellished 

it, only to abandon it a few years later. The grounds today are stunning, as is the lovely Kunming 

Lake which occupies more than three quarters of the total area. We’ll walk the Long Corridor, a 

728-metre (well over 2,000 feet) hall featuring 8,000 paintings collected by the Emperor during 

his travels around the country. 

 

It’s time to see how everyday citizens lived, so we’ll head to the cities famous hutongs, or 

ancient city alleys typical in Beijing and built during the Yuan (1206-1341), Ming (1368-1628) 

and Qing (1644-1908) dynasties. A ride In a rickshaw (pedicab) through hutongs is like taking a 

step back in time so we’ll indulge in 

this local experience and take 

awesome photo’s along the way. A 

stop at a local’s house will be a fun 

experience. In Imperial days, 

everyone lived around the Imperial 

City in low-rise courtyard style 

houses – often with the whole 

extended family living in one 

courtyard compound. Although many 

have been torn down to make way for 

high-rise office and apartment 

buildings, those remaining among the 

hutongs offer a glimpse of old Beijing. Family homes, markets, shops, schools and all manners 

of city life can be seen here at street level. 

 

Lying at the northern end of the imperial axis that passes through the center of Beijing, the drum 

and bell towers are two of the oldest structures in the city. In ancient times they were used to 

officially mark time, with the bell announcing the start of the day and the drum marking the end 

of it. Today they are the centerpieces of one of the best-preserved hutong areas in China. There 

are traditional Chinese drum performances several times a day and the views of the surrounding 

hutong alleyways from the top of either tower are spectacular. Another authentic experience 

waits for us at a traditional Chinese tea ceremony. Learn about the many and varied types of 

Chinese tea and the equally varied ways to drink them in this tea appreciation class. We’ll 

sample several types of tea in a local teahouse inside the bell tower itself and learn that there is 

indeed a different tea for every occasion. 

 

 
 

Tonight we celebrate the beginning of an amazing adventure with a welcome dinner at Xiang 

Man Lou Restaurant, where we’ll experience our first taste of traditional Chinese cuisine. 

 

Overnight in Beijing  

 

 

 



Day 3, Friday May 22nd : The Great Wall (B, L) 

 

We can’t travel all the way to China without witnessing The Great Wall. The key though, is to 

see this magnificent creation in it’s authenticity. Hence we’ll 

drive to a less visited part of the wall known as Mutianyu, 

first built in the Northern Qi Dynasty (550 - 557) then rebuilt 

up until the 17th century. It is said that more than 300,000 

men worked for ten years to complete it. The main purpose 

of the wall was to protect China against the barbarian hordes 

coming from Mongolia and Manchuria. 

 

Stand atop one of the ancient watchtowers and cast your eye 

towards the horizon taking in the vast scale and sheer beauty 

of the wall as it snakes its way across the tops of impossibly 

steep mountain ridges. Photographing this will be incredible! 

For a different perspective we’ll be able to see and 

photograph the wall from above during a breathtaking cable 

car ride to the top of the ridge. A tasty lunch will be included 

before heading back to the city. 

 

Before dinner, we’ll finish the day off at Jingshan Park, the pride of Jingshan Hill, offering one 

of the most splendid views of Beijing 

overlooking the Forbidden City and 

perfect for great photographs during 

the golden hour of sunlight. The 

remainder of the evening is at 

leisure. Lots of great restaurants to 

choose from tonight and our Tour 

Director will have a good one picked 

out for those who want to eat as a 

group (optional).  

 

Overnight in Beijing  

 

Day 4, Saturday May 23rd : Away from the Madness (And onto the “Best & Graceful”) (B) 

 

Guizhou is a mountainous province in southwest China. It's known for its ancient rural villages, 

traditionally inhabited by minority groups like the Miao and Dong. It's also famed for its 250 

foot high Huangguoshu Waterfalls, 

among many other natural wonders.  

 

After breakfast this morning we’ll head 

back to the airport for our flight to 

Guizhou Province. The adventure 

begins right from the airport as we’ll 

make our way to the beautiful Jia Xiu 

Lou building. First built in 1597 during 

the Ming Dynasty, the building went 

through several periods of destruction 

before being rebuilt in 1909 for a final 

time. Inset in the beautiful landscape 

with waters and hills, Jiaxiu lives up to 

its name meaning “best and graceful” in 

Chinese. With red girders and green tiles, the tower is in classical elegance with three stories 65 

feet tall. Its amazing view of the surrounding hills showcases the living vitality of the nearby 

cottages colorful wonders of the changing seasons.  



 

Later this afternoon we’ll check into our hotel. The remainder of the evening will be at leisure.  

 

Overnight in Guiyang 

 

Day 5, Sunday May 24th Beautiful Waterfalls & Pristine Nature Awaits: (B) 

  

Today we take a drive into nature, to see this area’s beautiful abundance of waterfalls, including 

those above ground, underground, 

and in water stone forests. 

Huangguoshu Waterfalls is the 

most famous due to its power and 

size (it’s the largest waterfall in 

Asia and stretches to a height of 

243 feet) but Yinlianzhuitan 

Waterfall will be the most fun to 

photograph if the waters are 

rushing. Yet another fall awaits 

our cameras, Doupo Falls, which 

is one of the widest in this 

magnificent cluster. In the 

summer, the waterfall is said to 

sound like a train whistle giving 

its nickname: the “whistling 

waterfall”. The day concludes back in Guizhou Yang on your own for dinner or join our Tour 

Director for another hand picked restaurant. 

 

Overnight in Guiyang 

 

Day 6, Monday May 25th Big Caves & Stunning Mountains (B, L) 

 

After breakfast this morning we begin a journey to the beautiful village town of Li Bo. Along 

the way we’ll visit the “Big Seven Caves”. Also known as the “Big Seven Hole Scenic Spot”, it 

is most famous for the natural stone bridge across a gorge filled with emerald blue water. The 

bridge is 200 feet high and 30 feet thick. We will get lost in the magic of the mystical and remote 

surroundings for a while before continuing onto a tasty lunch in Li Bo.  

 

 
 

The town is surrounded by beautiful karst mountains which were recently added to the World 

Natural Heritage List. Upon arrival at our boutique hotel with amazing views of the surrounding 

mountains, the remainder of the afternoon/evening is at leisure to explore and relax. Join our 

Tour Director on a walk through the beautiful gardens in front of the hotel for sunset before 

dinner. 
 

Overnight in Li Bo 



 

Day 7, Tuesday May 26th  “Nature in Sevens” & the Miao People (B) 

 

 
 

Today we’ll have another chance to visit & photograph the natural beauty of the province among 

the wonders of the Zhangjiang Scenic Area filled with mysterious dense forests, splendid 

overlapping mountains, and clear rivers & lakes. Because of the well-preserved ecological 

environment, the area is honored by both Chinese and overseas experts, as "an unparalleled, 

well-preserved green gem unmatched by any other karst sites in the world.  

 

Little Seven Arches Scenic Area is probably the most famous part of the Zhangjiang region but 

there is nothing small about this vast wonderland with endless trails to waterfall after waterfall.  

The park is named after the ancient, overgrown Small Seven-Hole Bridge. 

 

 
 

Overnight in Li Bo 

 

Day 8, Wednesday May 27th The Green Miao & “Thousand Families” of Xi Jiang (B) 

 

Today we’ll move on from the magical land of Li Bo for our encounters with the local Miao 

people. Known for their hospitality and unique etiquette, they like to pay respect to their guests 

through interesting traditions offering special experiences and awesome photographs. Their 

festivals throughout the year are famous in China where they enjoy traditional music and 

celebrations in style across Yunnan, Guizhou, and Sichuan provinces.  

 

First stop will be at the Green Miao village, famous for their embroidery made with harvested, 

green silk from the silkworms of the region. They’re also known as the Japanese Miao due to the 

similarities with Japanese language, architecture, and dress.  

 

After lunch at the Green Miao village, we’ll make our way to the Jiaodiao Miao Region to be 

welcomed by the people’s unique singing and dancing. This particular village was built on the 

riverside 900 years ago and represents the Long Skirt Miao minority. We’ll have a special 



opportunity to meet the village chief and clan leader to learn about their way of life passed down 

for 100’s of generations.  

 

At last we’ll arrive in the stunning 

mountain village of Xi Jiang, nicknamed 

the “Thousand Families of Miao 

Minority”. The name reflects the size of 

this community, the largest Miao 

settlement in all of China with 1,200 

families currently living here. It’s located 

by a valley surrounded by overlapping 

mountains and terraced rice fields rising 

along the slopes. The village is cut in two 

by the Baishui (White Water) River. Miao 

wooden stilted houses stand tier upon tier 

along the two banks of the river to the 

mountain. Thick bamboo groves dot the 

landscape along with beautiful maple trees 

at the top and bottom of the mountain. 

 

The Miao have many customs including 

the poultry ceremony where a chicken 

head is given to the senior member 

attending the celebration, a leg given to the youngest, and the heart presented to the guest. In 

return, the guest must share the heart with the person who presented it to them. Don’t worry 

though, the Miao have a wonderful 

and understanding hospitality and 

will not be offended if any of us do 

not want to participate in the 

ceremony. Another interesting and 

strong tradition is during weddings, 

when they eat glutinous rice cakes 

and couples cross their wrists whilst 

drinking together.  

 

The remainder of the evening is at 

leisure to explore the village. Grab 

some street food tonight with our 

Tour Director if you’re feeling 

adventurous. 

 

Overnight in Xi Jiang 

 

Day 9, Thursday May 28th The Bullet to the Karst Beauties (B) 

 

This morning we’ll have more time to explore the hidden alleys and bustling streets of the village 

before taking the bullet train to Guilin. This ride will be a fun experience in and of itself and 

before boarding, we’ll try and snap some shots of the high speed trains screaming by as they pass 

through the station.  
 

Guilin, located on the west bank of the Li River, is known for their Osmanthus trees which grow 

throughout the city. The name itself means ‘Forest of Sweet Osmanthus’. But it’s the beautiful 

countryside surrounding the city, composed of fascinating karst limestone formations and 

rivers that make this area in China a world class destination and absolute must for photography 

and nature lovers. You will be blown away by the stunning landscapes around every corner! 



Guilin also enjoys relatively low levels of pollution, despite being a giant city of almost 5 million 

people. 

 

We’ll arrive into the city after dark 

and the remainder of the night will be 

at leisure after checking into the 

hotel. As always, feel free to join our 

Tour Director for another tasty meal.   

 

Overnight in Guilin 

 

Day 10, Friday May 29th The 

Stunning Rice Terraces of 

Longsheng & the Yao Tribe (B) 

 

Today is going to be special & amazing for photography. We’ll make a day of it and drive to 

Longsheng where the famous Longji rice terraces (translates to “Dragon's Backbone”) have 

been carved by hand 600 years ago and farmed ever since. The terraced fields received their 

name because they resemble a dragon's scales, while the summit of the mountain range looks 

like the backbone of the dragon. The twisting, winding lines of the terraces seem to dance up 

along the mountainside, creating a spectacular view that changes with the seasons: layers of 

shimmering water in spring, brilliantly green rice shoots in summer, golden stalks in autumn, and 

silvery frost in winter. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Another minority group known as the Yao farm these fields and it would be a shame not to meet 

them while we’re here. The Yao Tribe is one of the 55 

minorities in China. Among their cultural distinctions 

are the long haired women and settlements on the top of 

the mountains in this region. In the evening we travel 

back to Guilin for the night and the remainder of the day 

is at leisure.  

 
*Please note the rice terraces literally cascade down/up the 
mountains and in order to experience and photograph the 

entire site, a 2.5- 3 hour moderate-difficult hike is required 
with many steps and steep areas throughout. Anyone who 

wishes to go only part of the way for a shorter and easier 

option is more than welcome to hang out at one of the many 

restaurants, shops, and cafes toward the bottom of the 

terraces until the rest of the group returns. Our Tour 
Director and local guide will be leading those looking to make the full journey to each section of the 

terraces.  

 

Overnight in Guilin 

 

Day 11, Saturday May 30th Li River Cruise & Moon Hill (B) 

 

After breakfast we’ll make our way to Yangshuo for a picturesque Li River cruise. This 

peaceful cruise will be an 

unforgettable experience as 

we take in the fresh air and 

watch amazing landscapes 

around every bend come into 

view, begging for a 

photograph. Many of the karst 

formations are, with a little 

imagination, reminiscent of 

animals or objects, and bear 

names like Elephant Trunk 

Hill, Sword Cut Cliff, and 

Reclining Flower Hill. We’ll 

also see graceful groves of bamboo, farmers tending to their rice paddies, locals fishing on their 

small boats, and lumbering water buffalos pulling carts or cooling off in the river. The cruise 

ends in Yangshuo where we will disembark and amble along the towns oldest & most famous 

road. 

 

Yangshuo is China’s unofficial adventure capital, boasting outdoor activities as 

diverse as rock climbing, kayaking, caving, bamboo rafting, and biking. West Street 

is the city’s oldest street, with a history dating back over 1400 years. Since the 

1980s, the street has also been this region’s confluence of eastern and western 

cultures. Today, it is the heart of Yangshuo, and has excellent cafes and restaurants 

lining either side serving food from all over the globe. We will pass by quirky 

boutique shops, hotels in renovated courtyard homes, and curious Chinese tourists 

who have come to see foreigners (Yes that’s right, they are here to see US) and eat 

Western food.  

 

After a fun visit around West street, a unique mountain formation named Moon Hill awaits our 

cameras. For those interested, we’ll have a chance to hop on some bikes, which is the best way to 

experience the breathtaking scenery en route to the hill. Rice paddies, centuries-old farmhouses, 

limestone karst formations, orchards, and of course the stunning mountains serve as our 

backdrop as we ride along narrow country roads and the banks of the beautiful Li River stopping 



to capture the beauty throughout. Lush bamboo groves grow rampant along the riverbanks, and 

impossibly steep limestone 

mountains frame the horizon. 

We’ll also have a chance to stop 

and visit small villages and local 

family homes.  

 

The big hole on the top looks like 

a moon, which changes as we 

approach from a half to full moon, 

hence the name. The whole ride 

will take around 45-60 minutes.   

 

**For those that do not wish to 

cycle up the hill, we can take a 

vehicle to the top and stop at some 

other family homes on the way.  

 

This epic day will come to an end at a charming hotel with stunning views of the karst mountains 

near West Street and all the action.  

 

Overnight in Yangshuo 

 

Day 12, Sunday May 31st Onto 

the Largest City in China, 

Shanghai: (B, L) 

 

China’s commercial and financial 

hub pulses with its own unique 

energy and is the largest city by 

population. Its futuristic skyline 

alone is enough to merit a visit, but 

its fascinating museums, 

spectacular gardens, world-class 

restaurants, and stunning hotels 

will make it hard to leave.  

 

After a short flight from Guilin, our guide will welcome 

us at the airport and we’ll make our way to the hotel for 

check-in and a nice refreshment. A brief rest is in order 

before we head toward downtown and onto the Yu 

Yuan Gardens with its beautiful tea house.  

 

Four hundred years ago, a merchant spent almost 

twenty years—and all his life savings—to build a 

garden in order to please his parents in their old 

age. “Yu” means peace and health in Chinese. 

Over the past several centuries, the Yu Garden 

has been restored and reopened several times, but 

has almost always been in disarray. In 1956, the 

Shanghai city government took over and restored 

it to its former splendor, making it a peaceful 

oasis in the heart of bustling Shanghai. 

 



Outside the garden gates is the Old Town Bazaar; the perfect place to strike a bargain or chat 

with locals selling a variety of wares and souvenirs. Onto The Bund, located on the west bank of 

the Huangpu River; it’s the famous waterfront regarded for hundreds of years as the symbol of 

Shanghai. Magnificent colonial architecture 

represents the splendor of old Shanghai and 

across the water, enormous skyscrapers rise 

up to create a futuristic skyline that has to be 

seen to be believed.  

 

Old Shanghai is comprised of what locals 

call li nongs, blocks of old Shanghai 

residences with crisscrossing lanes and 

alleys. We’ll meander through these ancient 

streets of the past for some great photos 

before moving onto the Jade Buddha 

Monastery, famous for two jade Buddha 

figures from Burma (Myanmar). It is one of 

Shanghai’s few Buddhist temples and was 

built between 1911 and 1918. It houses 70 

resident monks and the centerpiece is a sitting Buddha carved out of white jade encrusted with 

jewels measuring over two meters tall and rumored to weigh over 1,000 kilograms (2,200 

pounds). 

 

If we have time, we’ll take a stroll along Nanjing Road, the oldest shopping street in Shanghai 

and considered today to be the best commercial street (think shoppers paradise). Nearby we visit 

the French Concession, established as the forging concession in 1849 until 1946. Once 

designated for the French, today the 

area is filled with great shops and 

restaurants along tree-lined avenues. 

Many Tudor mansions in the area still 

retain an air of the "Paris of the East". 

 

This evening we’ll visit Xin Tian Di, 

a fashionable pedestrian street 

composed of traditional shikumen 

(stone gate) style houses that now 

serve as boutique shops and 

restaurants. Nearby is an awesome 

laneway called Tianzifang.  Once an 

unassuming alley in a factory area, it 

has been transformed into the art district of Shanghai. Here we find many art galleries, private 

studios, craft shops, and some of the most charming bars and cafes in the whole city. This will be 

the perfect spot to wrap up another epic day and grab a delicious bite to eat for dinner (on your 

own). We’ll certainly have an awesome place picked out for those that want to eat together as a 

group.  

 

Overnight in Shanghai 

 

Day 13, Monday June 1st  Free Day to Explore Shanghai OR Escape the City for Something 

New: (B, D) 

 

Today is free to explore the rest of this iconic city on your own. For those looking for something 

different, we’ve put together an awesome optional day tour to the Suzhou area just outside of 

Shanghai. 

 

 



 

 

Optional Day Tour: 

 

Our first stop will be at the Humble 

Administrator's Garden. This is the largest and 

most renown of Suzhou’s famous gardens, covering 

about 52,000 square meters (nearly 13 acres) of 

land. Its unique design, ethereal beauty, and 

enduring cultural significance have seen it 

proclaimed a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It was 

built as the residence and garden of a Tang dynasty 

scholar and has retained the sense of serenity and 

refinement envisaged by its original owner to this 

day. 

 

Next we’ll move onto the highlight of the day, 

Tongli Water Town. Built in the Song Dynasty 

(960 – 1279), Tongli Water Town is nestled to the 

east of Beijing–Hangzhou Grand Canal. It is famous 

all over the world as a water town to the south of the 

Yangtze River. Its rivers, streets, bridges, civil 

residences, and gardens are integrated perfectly as one, earning it the name of "the 

Oriental Venice" due to its unique water town 

scenery. We’ll enjoy a sleepy boat cruise through 

the canals for some great vantage points for 

photos and enjoy lunch at a great local spot 

(included).  

 

Price: $115.00 per person 
 

*Minimum 6 participants are required. 

Depending on the number of guests that choose 

to sign up, the price may vary. RSVP details will 

be sent to the group one month before the trip. 

 

Optional Tour Inclusions: 

 

• Transportation throughout 

• Private guide  

• Lunch 

• Boat Cruise in Tongli 

• All Entry Fees 

 

 

Back in the city this evening we’ll all reconvene 

and enjoy a fantastic farewell teppanyaki dinner 

at the Da Yu restaurant. Witness this famous 

Japanese cuisine, cooked in front of us, as we 

celebrate our amazing journey together.   

 

Overnight in Shanghai 

 

 

 

 



Day 14, Tuesday June 2nd Farewell to China from the World’s Tallest Skydeck (B) 

 

After breakfast this morning we bid farewell to the magical lands of China. We’ll be escorted to 

the Shanghai International Airport (PVG) for our flights home.  

 

 

Optional Shanghai Tower Excursion  

 

 
 

If you're leaving on an evening flight or staying an extra night(s) in this great city, you’ve got to 

join our Tour Director on an optional excursion to the Shanghai Tower with the world's 

tallest sky deck. This mega skyscraper stands 2,073 feet tall making it the second tallest 

building in the world behind Dubai's Burj Khalifa. The observation deck is 1,840 feet high on the 

121st floor, only 7 floors from the top and the tower holds the record for the fastest elevators in 

the world with a top speed of 46 mph. Aside from amazing panoramic photographs to be taken of 

the entire city, there's a fascinating exhibit about the world's mega skyscrapers before heading to 

the top. Truly a fantastic way to finish this unforgettable journey! 

 

Price: $65.00 per person 

 

Includes: Round trip transfers to/from hotel and ticket to the Shanghai Tower Skydeck.  

 

 

*Please note that included airport transfer times will be announced to those signed up 

approximately 4 months prior to the trip departure date. If you wish to book your flights prior to 

this announcement and you do not depart within the needed time window, we are always happy 

to help you arrange a private or shared shuttle transfer to the airport for your specific departure 

flight home (additional cost applies). 

 

*China is a land full of hills and mountains with their towns, villages, & cities built on and 

around them, often with little or no accommodation for handicap access. Our adventure will 

have significant amounts of walking throughout including many areas up & down hills and 

staircases to reach our destinations. This is a physically active adventure and we cannot stress 

enough the importance to know your own physical ability level and carefully consider if this trip 

is a good fit for you. Do not hesitate to reach out with questions/concerns regarding the activity 

level of our China tour.  

 

See Inclusions Below 

 

 

 

 



 
 

What’s Included: 
 

• 13 nights/14 days hotel accommodations  

• 2 Domestic flights & bullet train  

• Breakfast every day 

• 3 Lunches, 2 Dinners 

• Private local expert guide throughout 

• Private air-conditioned transportation with complimentary water  

• All privately guided tours and activities as listed in the itinerary 

• All transfers & entry fees as listed in the daily itinerary  

• Taxes included 

 

Not Included:  
 

• International Airfare - We are happy to help you find a good flight as always! 

o Arrive into Beijing International Airport (PEK) 

o Depart from Shanghai International Airport (PVG)  

▪ Recommended arrival/departure times to make included group transfers 

TBD 

• Chinese Visa: http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/china.html  

• Items of a personal nature 

• Optional activities stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 

• Costs for any meals not included 

• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 

• Any additional transportation, items, etc not listed in the above itinerary 

• Tips for guides & drivers 

o 5.00-10.00 USD per day for guide 

o 3.00-5.00 USD per day for driver 

 

 

Accommodations:  

 

1. Beijing: Metropark Lido 

 

Website: http://metropark-lido.hotels-beijing-ch.com/en/ 

Trip Advisor: http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g294212-d305317-Reviews-

Metropark_Lido_Hotel_Beijing-Beijing.html  

 

2. Guizhou Yang: Novotel Downtown 

 

 Website: http://www.novotel.com/gb/hotel-8032-novotel-guiyang-downtown/index.shtml  

 Trip Advisor: http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g317090-d455945-Reviews-

Hotel_Novotel_Guiyang_Downtown-Guiyang_Guizhou.html  

 

3. Li Bo: The Emperor Hotel 

 

Trip Advisor: https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Hotel_Review-g494933-d1418002-Reviews-

Emperor_Hotel-Zhangjiajie_Hunan.html 

 

4. Xi Jiang: Tianheshengjing Hotel 

 

Website: http://hotel.elong.net/92882180/ 
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http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g317090-d455945-Reviews-Hotel_Novotel_Guiyang_Downtown-Guiyang_Guizhou.html
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Hotel_Review-g494933-d1418002-Reviews-Emperor_Hotel-Zhangjiajie_Hunan.html
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Hotel_Review-g494933-d1418002-Reviews-Emperor_Hotel-Zhangjiajie_Hunan.html
http://hotel.elong.net/92882180/


5. Guilin: Guilin Bravo Hotel 

 

Website: http://www.guilinbravohotel.com/  

Trip Advisor: http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g298556-d304888-Reviews-

Guilin_Bravo_Hotel-Guilin_Guangxi_Zhuang.html  

   

6. Yangshuo: Elite Garden Hotel 

 

Website: https://elite-garden.hotel-yangshuo.com/en/ 
Trip Advisor: https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Hotel_Review-g303712-d2320610-
Reviews-Yangshuo_Elite_Garden_Hotel-Yangshuo_County_Guangxi.html  
 

7. Shanghai: SSAW Boutique Hotel Shanghai Bund 

 

Website: http://www.naradaboutiquehotel.com/  

Trip Advisor: https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Hotel_Review-g308272-d653121-

Reviews-SSAW_Boutique_Hotel_Shanghai_Bund-Shanghai.html  

 

*Accommodations subject to change based on availability  

 

 

Price: $2850.00  

Single Supplement: $595.00  

 

*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single 

occupancy is requested. 

 

Please go to http://www.photoflytravel.org/china-group-tours/ to sign up OR mail check to Local 

Planet Travel: 

 

Local Planet Travel        

105 Swallowtail Place 

Greenville, SC 29607       

 

 
Cancellation Policy & Refunds 

 
*There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 95 days or more 
prior to departure are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations less than 95 days 
prior to departure date will receive no refund of the full amount due. No refunds on unused 
portions of the tour. After airline tickets are issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s 
policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new ticket price. 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

 
 

 

Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 – 479 - 4527 

steve@photoflytravel.com  

 

Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 

http://www.guilinbravohotel.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g298556-d304888-Reviews-Guilin_Bravo_Hotel-Guilin_Guangxi_Zhuang.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g298556-d304888-Reviews-Guilin_Bravo_Hotel-Guilin_Guangxi_Zhuang.html
https://elite-garden.hotel-yangshuo.com/en/
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Hotel_Review-g303712-d2320610-Reviews-Yangshuo_Elite_Garden_Hotel-Yangshuo_County_Guangxi.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Hotel_Review-g303712-d2320610-Reviews-Yangshuo_Elite_Garden_Hotel-Yangshuo_County_Guangxi.html
http://www.naradaboutiquehotel.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Hotel_Review-g308272-d653121-Reviews-SSAW_Boutique_Hotel_Shanghai_Bund-Shanghai.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Hotel_Review-g308272-d653121-Reviews-SSAW_Boutique_Hotel_Shanghai_Bund-Shanghai.html
http://www.photoflytravel.org/china-group-tours/
mailto:steve@singlesbythebaytravel.com
http://www.photoflytravel.org/
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