
 

All Inclusive Astounding Antarctica 
 

 
 

November 8th – November 19th 2020 
 

Join us to the forgotten continent of Antarctica for a life-changing adventure you will cherish forever. This “lost 

world” truly is like traveling to another planet! The unbelievable landscapes, animals, colors, and light make 

Antarctica a premiere destination for photographers, adventure travelers, nature lovers, history buffs, & just 

about every other type of traveler out there!  

 

Our travel club has partnered with the best 

specialized operator in the industry taking 

groups to the Arctic and Antarctic for over 

25 years! Incredible wildlife photos 

(penguins, whales, seals, giant sea birds...), 

landscape photos, free photography 

workshops, free camping (optional), & 

zodiac landings on the great frozen mass to 

explore and experience the continent on 

foot is just “the tip of the iceberg” on this 

journey (pun intended!). 

 

 

B-Breakfast L-Lunch D-Dinner 

 

 

 
 

 



Ushuaia, Tierra Del Fuego: Gateway to Antarctica: 
 

“A busy port and adventure hub, Ushuaia is a sliver of steep streets 
and jumbled buildings below the snowcapped Martial Range. Here 

the Andes meets the famed Beagle Channel in a sharp skid, making 
way for the city before reaching a sea of lapping currents. Ushuaia 

takes full advantage of its end-of-the-world status, and an increasing 
number of Antarctica-bound vessels call into its port… That said, 

with a pint of the world’s southernmost microbrew in hand, you can 

happily plot the outdoor options: hiking, sailing, skiing, kayaking, 
and even scuba diving.” – Lonely Planet 
 

 

Our journey begins in the “southernmost town in the 

world”: Ushuaia, Argentina. We highly recommend 

arriving a night early on Saturday November 7th 2020 

(optional) to catch up on jet lag and have time to explore this 

stunningly beautiful town at the bottom of the world.  

 

*More importantly, boarding the ship begins at 2:00 PM on November 8th 2020. If you book your flight to 

arrive on this day and have any missed connections, lost luggage, or flight delays, the vessel will sail at 

6:00 PM and will not be able to wait for missing passengers or luggage.  

 

*To risk missing out on this experience of a lifetime by arriving on November 8th is obviously not worth it!  

 

*If you miss embarkation, you miss the entire adventure and no refunds can be given. Travel Insurance is 

also highly recommended (Please contact us at joinus@photoflytravel.com for full travel insurance quotes 

upon sign up)  

 
 

Optional Pre-night Hotel (Nov. 7th – 8th 2020) 
 

  
 

  
 

Privileged by an unbeatable scenery, Los Ñires is built on a wide territorial surface with views of the mountain 

chain Le Martial and access to the banks of the Beagle Channel. A magnificent environment to enjoy the 

tranquility and to feel part of the magic of the “Land of Fire” and southern Argentina. Covered in native woods, 

the hotel brings part of the natural environment to its interior, turning it into a warm structure aligned with 

nature 
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• Breakfast Included 

• Free shuttle transfer service to & from the city center, several 

frequencies throughout the day 
 

Price: 108.00 USD (Double Occupancy) 

Single Supplement: 89.00 USD 

 

*Airport transfer not included 

*Rates Subject to Change (November 2020 rates not released yet) 

*Please email joinus@photoflytravel.com to sign up for the pre-

night option above 
 

 
 

 

*IMPORTANT: This itinerary is for guidance only. Programs may vary depending on local ice, weather, 

and wildlife conditions. The on- board expedition leader will determine the final itinerary and is subject to 

change as the week carries on. Flexibility is paramount for expedition cruises. The average cruising speed of 

our vessel is 10.5 kno  
 

Day 1, Sunday November 8th 2020: From the End of the World… (D) 
 

 

Our voyage begins where the world drops off. Ushuaia, Argentina, is 

reputed to be the southernmost city on the planet, located on the far 

southern tip of South America. This afternoon, we embark from this 

small resort town on Tierra del Fuego, nicknamed “The End of the 

World”, and sail the mountain-fringed Beagle Channel for the 

remainder of the evening.  
 

Onboard, unpack & settle into our ice-strengthened behemoth, the 

*M/V Ortelius. The ship has comfortable en-suite cabins, two dining 

rooms, bar, lounge, lecture room, & tons of on-deck space to explore 

and capture amazing photographs of Antarctica’s wildlife & stunning 

landscapes!  
 

After checking in we’ll meet our expert hospitality team, nautical 

crew, expedition staff, and expedition leader in the lounge for a 

captain’s toast to start the journey off right. Enjoy our first dinner 

this evening with new friends who we’ll soon foster a special bond 

on this life-changing adventure. Tonight, snuggle up and be lulled to 

sleep by the rolling waves as we make our way out of the Beagle 

Channel and into the infamous Drake’s Passage. 
 

*Please refer to the bottom of this itinerary for more detailed information about our ship, M/V Ortelius. 

 

 

Getting There… (~3 nights) 
 

Day 2 & 3, Monday/Tuesday November 9th – 10th: 

Crossing the Drake (B, L, D) 

 

Over the next two days we cross the Drake Passage and 

enjoy some of the same experiences encountered by the 

great polar explorers who first charted these regions over 

the past 250 years!  

 

Cool salt breezes, rolling seas, & maybe even a fin whale 

spouting up sea spray surround us.  
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After passing the Antarctic Convergence, Antarctica’s natural boundary, formed when north-flowing cold 

waters collide with warmer sub-Antarctic seas, we are in what’s called the circum-Antarctic upwelling zone. 

Not only does the marine life change, the avian life changes too. Wandering albatrosses, grey-headed 

albatrosses, black-browed albatrosses, light-mantled sooty 

albatrosses, cape pigeons, southern fulmars, Wilson’s storm 

petrels, blue petrels, and Antarctic petrels are a mere few of 

the birds we might see and capture with fast shutter speeds 

firing away! 
 

Also along the way we’ll enjoy fascinating lectures by 

experts in marine biology, mountaineering, Antarctic 

research, wildlife photography, & more. 
 

Join our group & tour leader for lunch & dinner to compare 

shots and get ready for our first sightings of land & ice soon 

to come! 

 
 

 

Exploring Antarctica! (~ 5-6 nights) 
 

Day 4-9, Wednesday Through Monday November 11th – 16th: (B, L, D)  
 

“Antarctica’s surreal remoteness, extreme cold, enormous ice shelves and mountain 

ranges, and myriad exotic life forms invariably challenge you to embrace life 

fully…Antarctica is home to some of the world’s most extraordinary species. Some, such 

as the enormous whales, migrate from afar, while others, including the Weddell seal and 

emperor penguin, remain close to the continent.  Antarctica possesses an unnameable 

quality. Call it inspiration, call it grandeur…it is simply the indescribable feeling of being 

a small speck in a vast, harshly beautiful land. To let our minds soar in a place nearly 

free of humankind’s imprint: this is magic.” -Lonely Planet 
 

The next 5-6 days will be spent exploring different regions of the 

stunning peninsula and her beautiful landscapes & local residents. Gray 

stone peaks sketched with snow, towers of broken blue-white ice, and 

dramatically different wildlife under the water, in the air, and on the land! 

We’ll first pass the snow-capped Melchior Islands and Schollaert 

Channel, sailing between Brabant and Anvers Islands as we arrive at the 

tip of the continent!  
 

 

*Conditions on the Drake Passage determine the time of arrival to the Antarctic continent and 

surrounding region.  
 

 

 

*Please Note: Below is a guideline of the places we’d like and plan to visit. However, in Antarctica the order is 

unclear until we are there and no one destination is guaranteed due to weather and any unexpected restrictions 

on certain landing sites. We will visit many of these places and for any we cannot, they will be substituted for a 

different location & activity.  
 

 

Places we hope to visit include: 
 

Neumayer Channel – The vessel may position itself here, 

launching its multiple basecamp activities from the 

protected waters around Wiencke Island. You can enjoy the 

splendors of this alpine environment at sea with Zodiac and 

kayaking trips, or if you’re in the mood for a walk, there are 

possible snowshoe hikes and soft-climb mountaineering 

options farther inland. Naturally, favorable weather 

conditions determine the possible activities.  

 

Port Lockroy – After sailing through the Neumayer 

Channel, we may get a chance to visit the former British research station – now a museum and post office – of 



Port Lockroy on Goudier Island. You may also be able to partake in activities around Jougla Point, meeting 

gentoo penguins and blue-eyed shags. There are great opportunities also for kayaking and camping here, and 

when conditions are right, you can even snowshoe around the shore.  
 

Pléneau & Petermann Islands – If the ice allows it, we can sail through the Lemaire Channel in search of 

Adélie penguins and blue-eyed shags. There’s also a good chance we’ll encounter humpback and minke whales 

here, as well as leopard seals. Kayaking, glacier walks, and more ambitious mountaineering trips are the 

potential activities of this location.  
 

Neko Harbor – An epic landscape of mammoth glaciers and endless wind-carved snow, Neko Harbor offers 

opportunities for a Zodiac cruise and landing that afford the closest views of the surrounding alpine peaks  
 

Paradise Bay – We have the chance to make camp here like a true polar explorer (but with a better tent), 

enjoying a supreme overnight Antarctic adventure (optional) 
 

 
 

Errera Channel – Possible sites in this area include Danco Island and Cuverville Island, but also the lesser 

known (though equally picturesque) Orne Island and Georges Point on Rongé Island.  
 

On our last day of near-shore activities, we pass the Melchior Islands toward the open sea. Keep a sharp lookout 

for humpback whales in Dallmann Bay. we might also shoot for Half Moon Island, in the South Shetlands, with 

further chances for activities (time pending) 
 

*Conditions on the Drake Passage determine the exact time of departure.  

 
 

Our Antarctic Adventure Type: Basecamp  
 

 
 

By definition, a basecamp is a temporary storing location from which activities can be carried out. During our designated 

Basecamp cruises, the ship navigates to carefully chosen areas in the Antarctic, staying in fewer locations than it does 



during our regular trips so that it can serve as a comfortable hub for additional outdoor activities. Mountaineers (M) can 

climb the alpine terrain, hikers (H) can embark on vigorous walks among the glaciers, photographers (P) can capture the 

dramatic surroundings in pictures, campers (C) can sleep overnight at rugged shoreline camps, and kayakers (K) can 

explore waterways through which the ship cannot always sail.  
 

If you prefer a less physically active day you will be able to enjoy Zodiac excursions and follow the normal shore program 

and land excursions (easy to moderate walks and hikes that focus on wildlife). We also aim to visit the manned 

research stations found in the Antarctic and Arctic. At mealtimes you’ll return to the ship and meet up with your fellow 

passengers and new friends to argue over who had the best time that day. 

 

About Our Basecamp Expedition Team 
 

A big part of what makes our cruises so special is that we place an emphasis on helping you to more fully appreciate all of 

the natural beauty you’re seeing around you. To that 

end we’ve assembled an international team of Polar 

experts and field guides to share their enthusiasm 

and in-depth knowledge with you through lectures, 

briefings, and field excursions. 
 

Our science-minded professionals cover major 

topics like marine biology, geography, geology, 

glaciology, ornithology, and history. When it comes 

to excursions you’re in good hands with staff that 

have all been trained and qualified in the activity 

they are in charge of: mountaineering, photography, 

kayaking, diving, & zodiac trips. This combination 

of people who love what they do – scientists, 

lecturers, and expedition guides – work hard not 

only to keep you safe but to also point out to you all sorts of examples of geology, geography, history, and wildlife that 

you that you might have otherwise missed. 
 

  

Activities & Adventures! 
 

There are so many ways one can explore our Polar Regions. There is hiking and snowshoeing over rugged landscapes, or 

ascending mountains to get that perfect panoramic photograph.  There are trips inland where you can make friends with 

the local penguin population. Perhaps you’d like to explore the shorelines via kayak or Zodiac. Maybe you’d like to camp 
out under the Antarctic skies. Or, how about whales? Who wouldn’t want to go out and see some whales up close and 

personal? 
 

*All activities are free of charge! 
 

*A few optional activities do have supplement 
costs and if so, they will be clearly listed 

below. Otherwise everything above & below 
is included.  

 

Shore Excursions and Zodiac 

Cruises: Zodiac rides emphasize active 

wildlife and nature experiences. Guided 

shore excursions, walks, wildlife spotting, 

and Zodiacs to/from landings are all 

included! 
 

Shore Based Walking: Our guides are 

selected for their knowledge and 

experience in the field. They will lead the 

shore excursions and will decide where to 

go and what to do. The Polar Regions can 

be hostile with specific dangers such glaciers and difficult weather conditions. Therefore, passengers are never 

allowed to go on individual walks or excursions. However, there will be plenty of free time to explore & 

photograph on your own in marked areas at each landing site. On most of our ships we can split up into smaller 



landing groups of about 10 to 20 passengers. So there is the possibility for a leisurely walk or a more strenuous 

option and sometimes a special interest group for instance a birding group. We carry several guides on board 

every group will have at least one guide. 
 

Hiking (H): Expand upon the normal shore walking program on optional easy, moderate, and more demanding 

hikes in the vicinity of the landing sites.  
 

Photography Workshops (P): Our voyage will have a pro photographer on board who’ll be happy to share 

their experience and expertise with us. So if you consider yourself only a fair photographer, or even if you can’t 

tell the front end of a camera from the back, you’re going to go home with some new shutterbug knowledge and 

a mitt-full of fantastic photographs of your trip.  
 

There are really two versions of the 

workshops. The first is one you can take 

while still on board the ship. This 

version of the workshop hosts 20 

passengers at a time, which is a good 

number for our photo pro to give 

everyone the attention they need. These 

on-board sessions take the form of 

lectures and workshops and will 

introduce you to your equipment and 

the theories behind how to take a better 

picture. 
 

The second type of workshop is held 

during excursions. These land-based 

sessions are for up to 14 passengers at a 

time. These workshops are more 

practical with our photo pro helping us 

to adjust to real-life situations such as falling snow, dim light, moving wildlife, and so on. 
 

Workshops are for beginner & advanced photographers under the supervision of an on-board photo expert. 

Everybody is welcome to participate, no previous experience required. Our tour director will be on hand to 

assist as well.  
 

Camping (C): For a more authentic Antarctic wilderness experience, we offer an exciting open-air camping 

option. Special gear and field equipment is provided: tents and bivouac bags (a lightweight alternative to 

tents) that are wind and waterproof, as well as mattresses and polar sleeping bags. This equipment protects us 

from the elements while also providing comfort. The maximum number of participants for camping is 30 per 

night. One expedition guide conducts this activity on shore. *Camping is always subject to local weather 

conditions and environmental regulations. One night must be booked prior to the trip, but any additional 

nights (if possible) must be 

arranged onboard. There is no 

guarantee of a second night. 

Additional nights  

will be arranged by the hotel 

manager onboard. 
 

 

Bird Watching: Already an 

accomplished ornithologist? Then 

we’ll take you where you want to 

go – off to see feathered friends 

you can’t reach any other way, as 

well as the scores of migratory 

species you may be more familiar 

with. 
 



As for you budding bird-watchers, it will be our great pleasure to help you take your first bird-watching 

footsteps. Our trained staff consists often of ornithologists or keen birders and they are there to help you and 

point out the different species. On-board lectures will help you to gain knowledge of the birdlife.  
 

*Polar Diving: Polar divers must be experienced in dry-suit, cold-water diving. We hope for 1 – 2 dives per 

day, parallel to other activities. Diving depends on local ice and weather conditions. Dive masters and guides 

are responsible for safety during dive operations. Basic equipment (scuba tanks, compressors, weights, 

diving essentials) is offered, but divers must bring their own personal gear. Our dive team leaders are highly 

experienced in Polar dives and are trained instructors. They are assisted by an additional one or two dive guides. 

Dives expeditions are conducted in English unless otherwise stated. 
 

We’ll dive under shallow ice, down along 

walls, from the beach, or from a Zodiac and 

reach a maximum depth of 60 feet. Diving 

under Polar waters is like no other dive – the 

combination of water, sunlight, and ice 

formations creates an ever-shifting spectacle 

of colors! We might even have the 

opportunity to dive with Fur Seals, Leopard 

Seals, or Penguins!  
 

Do I need to have experience to dive? YES. 

These are not training dives and are not meant 

for beginners. 
 

*For a more detailed overview of polar 

diving, please e-mail 

steve@photoflytravel.com and we will send over a separate document. 
 

*Supplement applies for this optional. Pricing & RSVP details will be sent out 4-5 months prior to the trip.  

 

Kayaking: Get ready for a whole lot of beauty – rugged shorelines with snow-capped mountains in the 

background, pristine untouched shorelines, 

icebergs that can turn the water beneath you a 

brilliant blue. The quiet nature of kayaking also 

makes it an excellent opportunity to encounter 

wildlife. 
 

We hope to offer 3-4 days of kayaking. Basic 

kayak experience is welcome but not required. 

Physical fitness is essential to participate. 

Kayaks and neoprene wet suits are 

provided. *465 USD Value but FREE of charge 

for us! 
 

Do I need to be an experienced kayaker? How 

physically fit should I be? On our Basecamp 

voyages we’ll happily introduce even the most 

inexperienced kayakers to this wonderful new experience! 
 

Mountaineering (M): Looking to push yourself a little further? Want to travel further and see more than almost 

anybody else? Then mountaineering cruises are the thing for you. A more technical and strenuous activity 

designed for those of us who want to venture beyond the shore, reaching higher ground for more expansive 

vantages. We’ll walk mostly across glaciated environments in rope parties under the leadership of a certified 

mountain guide & assistants. Physical fitness is essential. Special glacier equipment is provided (ropes, 

carabiners, harnesses, helmets, crampons, and ice axes).  
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Workshops: Most of our time will be spent experiencing & photographing the landscapes & wildlife of the 

polar region but during cruise days we’ll sometimes have the option of partaking in a wide range of onboard 

interactive workshops and activities. Certain topics may include navigation, astronomy, geology, & botany 

along with in-depth presentations that explore the fascinating life of polar whales, land mammals, birds, and 

the other animals that call these regions home. *Availability of particular workshops depends on the 

availability of the experts who guide them. 

 
 

Amazing Wildlife! 
 

 
 

We can’t come all the way to the end of the world without talking about the amazing wildlife that call this 

seemingly desolate land home. Most species live only part of the year here due to the winters extreme weather 

conditions. Other species (especially many underwater creatures) live in the land of glaciers and icebergs year 

round. Below is just the tip of the iceberg (pun intended!), when it comes to the amazing life found here.  

 

Penguins: In total, there are 17 penguin species, but only six of them reside in the Antarctic on a permanent 

basis. Of these six, there are two that actually claim the 

continent of Antarctica as their homeland: Emperors and 

Adélies. Three other species prefer to do their breeding 

on the most northern section of the Antarctic Peninsula: 

Chinstraps, Macaronis and Gentoos. Below are the 3 

most common species we’ll likely encounter. 

 

Chinstrap Penguin: Though armed with the 

"stonebreaker" nickname and a quarrelsome 

reputation, these gentoo relatives are fading 

from the Antarctic – probably due to climate 

change. Still, with 7 million pairs of Chinstrap 



penguins in the area, it is not surprising when one of these penguins is spotted from the 

expedition ship. Adult Chinstrap penguins have an average height of 2 ¼ ft and weigh 11 lbs. 

They usually eat fish & krill and typically have two chicks per mating season, born between 

late February and early March. 
 

 
 

Gentoo Penguin: The exact origin of their name now lost to time, these highly fastidious divers 

comprise the only penguin population currently increasing both in size and domain in 

Antarctica. Currently, there are 300,000 breeding pairs of Gentoo penguins in the Antarctic 

region, and this puts them second only to the Emperor penguin in terms of smallest population. 

As adults, Gentoos can reach 2 ½ ft tall and weigh 12 lbs. They rely on a diet of squid, fish and 

crustaceans and have been known to make as many as 450 dives per day to forage for food! 

They can dive as deep as 200 metres (650 feet) and stay underwater up to 7 minutes. Although 

they prefer to stay close to shore, gentoos have been spotted as far as 16 miles out to sea. Baby 

chicks are usually hatched in October, but it takes three months before they are able to strike 

out on their own.  
 

Adélie Penguin: These gallant-fighting, deep-diving namesakes of the French-claimed 

Antarctic Adélie Land are among only two penguin species that live on mainland Antarctica. 

With an average weight of 11 ½ lbs and height of 2 ¼ ft, these little guys can rocket through 

the water with a top swimming speed just shy of 50 miles per hour! There are 2.5 million pairs 

of Adélie penguins in the Antarctic region, and their preferred food is krill and fish. Their babies 

are usually born in early to mid-December, and the chicks are able to be left alone for short 

periods of time by their third week of life 
 

Whales: The worlds largest mammals are abundant in Antarctica. Below are some of the most common visitors 

we may encounter on our adventure.  
 

 



 

Humpback Whale: Named after the small dorsal fin with a distinctive hump at the front, their 

tails have a unique black and white pattern, enabling individuals to be identified like 

fingerprints. One of the most active whale species, with behavior that includes breaching, 

slapping their tales and fins on the water surface, and competing with one another (among 

males) for mates in breeding grounds. Humpback whales communicate with one another 

through their famous songs, which are different in breeding versus feeding areas. The song is 

usually less than 10 minutes long and can be repeated many times, even for hours without 

stopping. These whales undertake seasons-long migrations that can be up to 6,213 miles per 

year, travelling between the summer feeding grounds, where you would see them during our 

Antarctica trip, and their winter calving/ breeding grounds in tropical waters. Humpbacks are 

baleen feeders and have a general diet that consists of krill and small schooling fish, including 

mackerel and herring. Their feeding techniques include lunging through groups of prey and 

stunning prey with their flippers. 
 

 
 
 

Minke Whale: Found in Antarctic waters, including areas of heavy pack ice during the 

middle of winter, Minke’s often pop up around open pack ice in the summertime, which is 

pack ice with a lot of open water among the ice floes. When the ice is thick, the minke whale 

breathes by sticking its pointed head up through narrow cracks in the ice. Minke whales are 

fast swimmers, often breaching the surface and can stay underwater for as long as 20 minutes. 

They feed almost entirely on Antarctic krill, feeding in groups that can number in the 

hundreds when there are abundant supplies of food. Scientists have found that minke whales 

can gulp mouthfuls of krill nearly every 30 seconds, making them one of the fastest filter-

feeding whales. Using tracking data from tags, researchers found that minke whales skim the 

underside of the ice, gulping krill as they swim, and can use this technique up to 24 times per  

dive! 

 
 



Blue Whale: Titans of the ocean, Blue Whales are the largest species earth has yet created 

(during our time anyway), growing to around 98 feet in length! Though blue whales have not 

recovered from the great whale hunts of the early 20th century, they may sometimes be spotted 

in Antarctica’s open waters. Blue whales are one of the world’s longest-living species: The 

oldest whale is thought to have lived to 110 years old, while the average blue whale lifespan is 

upwards of 80 years. During the summer months, blue whales often swim near the edge of the 

Antarctic sea ice. These whales look blue underwater, but on the surface they are more of a 

mottled blue-grey. Blue whales feed nearly exclusively on Antarctic krill, and adults are able to 

consume around 4 tonnes 

(8,800 pounds) of krill per 

day. Blue whales can be 

found in small groups, but 

typically they swim alone 

or in pairs. Underwater the 

whales are very loud: 

Their pulses, groans, and 

moans can be detected by 

other blue whales up to 

1,600 km (1,000 miles) 

away! Baby blue whales 

are born weighing up to 3 

tonnes (6,600 pounds) and 

measuring 7.6 metres (25 

feet) in length. Feeding off 

their mother’s milk, they put on 90 kg (200 pounds) each day in the first year alone! 
 

Orca Whale (Killer Whale): Technically a kind of dolphin, orcas were once thought to appear 

as whales in the summer and wolves in the winter. Overall the Killer Whale conservation status 

is listed as “Data Deficient” because Killer Whales are actually of two or more distinct species. 

However some of these specific groups, 

like the “southern resident” group off the 

western coast of North America are on the 

United States’ Endangered Species List. 

Their diet depends on the sub-grouping of 

the whale. The range of diets include fish, 

sharks, rays, seals, walruses, sea lions, 

otters, penguins, other sea birds, turtles, 

cuttlefish, octopi, squid, & other types of 

whale. The sub-species in Antarctica love 

to feed on Weddell & Fur seals. These 

specific Orcas hunt in packs, much like 

wolves. Some pods have displayed 

sophisticated hunting techniques. For example, pods in polar climates will have members 

charge a drifting piece of ice, diving under it at the last moment, causing the ice to tip and drop 

the prey into the water, where other members of 

the pod are waiting. In other areas, Killer Whales 

have shown distinct herding behaviors, working 

together to force prey (for example, sharks, other 

whales, smaller fish) to the surface where they 

can be beaten with the Orcas’ immense tail flukes, 

or in the case of attacks on larger creatures 

like Blue Whales, repeatedly bitten, giving chase 

for hours. Orcas are even known to beach 

themselves in an effort to either grab a target like 

a seal resting on land or ice, or to scare prey into 

the water where other Orcas are waiting.  



 

Seals: Because of seals beautiful fur coats and oily blubber, they were hunted in the late 18th and 19th 

centuries on a vast scale. In fact, much of the 

early Antarctic exploration was due to seals. 

Nowadays seals are a protected species and 

thrive in Antarctica. With little in the way of 

predators (except for the odd killer whale!), seals 

are remarkably relaxed when it comes to 

humans and will often be more curious than 

anything else. There are five Antarctica True 

Seal Species. True seals differ from fur seals (or 

eared seals) mostly because of the different way 

they swim. We will likely see 4 of the 5 true 

seals as well as fur seals on our adventure. Our 

favorites are below: 

 

Leopard Seal: These "slender-clawed water workers" spend much of their lives submerged, though it's 

known they are the only member of their family to consume other seals. Leopard Seals are one of the 

apex predators in Antarctica and only on very rare occasion will a killer whale go after one. They hunt 

penguins by floating in waters near edges of ice or land where penguins have congregated. They then 

catch penguins in the water and thrash them around much like a dog catching prey. They are the king of 

the Antarctica and are truly beautiful & thrilling to experience in person! 
 

Elephant Seal: 

These guys are the 

largest seals in the 

world & are 

beautifully ugly and 

a blast to 

photograph. Though 

they travel farther 

than any known 

mammal, male 

Elephant Seals still 

manage to keep on 

their girth, 

outweighing their 

female companions 

by up to ten times! 

Like some other 

species of seals, Elephant seals breed in a "harem" system, resulting in epic fights between 

males to win over a set of females! Take a look at the picture and you can see how they got 

their name.  
 

Antarctic Fur Seal: Once hunted 

nearly into extinction, these 

pointy-eared polar swimmers are 

the comeback queens and kings of 

the Antarctic. Fur seals swim 

with their fore flippers and use 

their rear flippers to steer. True 

Seals on the other hand steer with 

their fore flippers and swim with 

their rear flippers. As a result fur 

seals have much stronger fore 

flippers, which is why when on 

land you’re likely to see fur seals 



standing upright on their fore flippers. True seals generally just lie horizontally on land and 

have to wobble their entire bodies in a caterpillar fashion to move around.  
 

Weddell Seal: Named after the British navigator and sailor James Weddell, these extensively 

studied seals live farther south than any other mammal. Weddell Seals can stay submerged for 

up to 80 minutes at a time due to their having more red blood cells and more blood volume than 

other comparable mammals, allowing 

them to carry more oxygen with them 

at any one time. These prolonged dives 

are for both foraging and for finding 

new breathing holes in the ice above. 

They can dive over 2000 ft down & 

have excellent underwater vision. 

Even during the dark winters they are 

able to find prey through the use of 

their vibrissae (whiskers) which are 

extremely sensitive to movement. 
 

Wandering Albatross: There are two 

dozen species of Albatross but 

Antarctica is home (part of the year 

anyway) to not only the largest one, 

but the bird with the longest wingspan 

in the world! Due to their heavier weight they have evolved to be remarkably efficient gliders, named 

after the Greek hero Diomedes. Wandering Albatrosses make shallow dives when hunting. They’ll also 

attempt to eat almost anything they come across and will follow ships in the hopes of feeding on its 

garbage. They can gorge themselves so much that they become unable to fly and just have to float on the 

water.  
 
 

 

Icebergs!  
 

 
 

As much an icon of the polar regions as polar bears and penguins, these slabs of freshwater ice are the free-

floating offspring of glaciers and ice shelves & few pieces of natural phenomena are more linked to Antarctica. 

Even the least polar-inclined know the basics: Icebergs are chunks of floating ice, the bulk of their shape rests 

below the surface of the water, and one of them sank a very historic ship – while launching a number of 

cinematic careers. But there’s a lot more to these fascinating ice formations than that. 



Ice shelves and glaciers are far from static; they are always either building up or breaking down. Especially in a 

warm climate, this breaking process 

(known as calving) is accelerated, and it 

often happens that a piece of ice breaks 

off from its glacial origin and falls into 

the water. The natural buoyancy of these 

freshwater ice fragments, which can 

contain air bubbles that are tens of 

thousands of years old, keep the calved 

chunks afloat. This is how icebergs are 

born. They can be as large as mountains 

or as small as mole hills, though take 

care not to confuse them with ice floes, 

which are flat (and smaller) sheets of 

broken sea ice 
 

 

 

The beginning of the end… (~1-3 nights) 
 

Day 9 Monday November 16th: (B, L, D)  
 

On our last day of near-shore activities, we’ll pass the 

Melchior Islands toward the open sea. Keep a sharp 

lookout for humpback whales in Dallmann Bay. We might 

also shoot for Half Moon Island, in the South Shetlands, 

with further chances for activities.  
 

*Conditions on the Drake Passage determine the exact 

time of departure.  
 

Day 10 & 11, Tuesday & Wednesday November 17th – 

18th: (B, L, D)  
 

Our return voyage is far from lonely. While crossing the 

Drake, we’re again greeted by the vast array of seabirds remembered from the passage south. But they seem a 

little more familiar to you now, and you to them. More interesting lectures and tasty meals accompany us along 

the way back.  

 
 

  

There and back again 
 

Day 12, Thursday November 19th: (B)  
 

Every adventure, no matter how grand, must eventually come to 

an end. It’s now time to disembark in Ushuaia, but with 

memories that will accompany us wherever your next adventure 

lies. (& amazing images to prove it!) 
 

*See Arrival & Departure instructions at bottom of itinerary.  
 

*An extensive expedition manual, activity manual, packing list 

& other trip prep will be sent out 3 months prior to the trip.  

 

 
 

 

See Inclusion/Exclusions Below 

 

 

 

 

 



Included: 
 

• 11 nights/12 days aboard the stunning icebreaker ship, 

M/V Ortelius  

• Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner Every Day(All Inclusive) 

• Coffee, Tea, & Snacks All Day, Every Day 

• All shore excursions and activities throughout the 

voyage by Zodiac  

• Program of lectures by noted naturalists and leadership 

by experienced expedition staff.  

• Free use of rubber boots and snowshoes  

• Luggage transfer from pick-up point to the vessel on the 

day of embarkation.  

• Pre-scheduled group transfer from the vessel to the 

airport in Ushuaia (directly after disembarkation).  

• All miscellaneous service taxes and port charges 

throughout the program.  

• Comprehensive pre-departure material.  
 

Not Included:  
 

• International Airfare- We are happy to help you find a 

good flight as always! (Arriving and departing from the 

Ushuaia – Malvinas Argentinas International Airport 

(USH) *See Arrival & Departure instructions below.  

• pre- and post-land arrangements  

• Items of a personal nature 

• Transfers to the vessel for embarkation 

• Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 

• Costs for any meals not included 

• Alcoholic Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 

• Any additional transportation, items, etc not listed in the above itinerary 

• Gratuities at the end of the voyage for stewards and other service personnel aboard (guidelines will be 

provided)  

 

*An extensive expedition manual, activity manual, packing list & other trip prep will be 

sent out 3 months prior to the trip.  
 

 

Price & Cabin Options (Per Person, Sharing Room): 
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested. 
 

1. Quad Cabin (4 twin beds/both bunk beds; porthole): $7,995.00 

2. Twin Cabin Porthole (2 twin beds; porthole): $9,648.00 

3. Twin Cabin Window (2 twin beds; window): $9,994.00 

4. Superior Double (1 large bed; window): $11,594.00 

 

Single Room Price & Cabin Options (Your own room):  
 

1. Single Room Porthole: $14,984.00 

2. Single Room Window: $15,795.00 

3. Superior Single Room: $18,249.00 
 

*To pay in full for single room price options, please e-mail joinus@photoflytravel.com 
 

Please go to https://www.photoflytravel.org/antarctica-group-tours/ to sign up OR mail check to Local Planet 

Travel: 

mailto:joinus@photoflytravel.com
https://www.photoflytravel.org/antarctica-group-tours/


Local Planet Travel 

105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 

 

 
Cancellation Policy & Refunds 

 
*There is a $200.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 190 days or more prior to trip 
departure date receive a 50% refund of the total deposit amount (less the administrative fee). Cancellations 
less than 190 days prior to trip departure date will receive no refund of the full amount due. No refunds on 
unused portions of the tour. After airline tickets are issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and 
are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new ticket price. 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

CST # 2101181-40 

 

 

Arrival/Departure/Luggage Transfer Instructions 

Port of Ushuai, Argentina  

 
We highly recommend arriving a night early on Saturday November 7th 2020 (optional) to catch up on jet lag and have time to 

explore this stunningly beautiful town at the bottom of the world.  

 

*More importantly, boarding the ship begins at 2:00 PM on November 8th 2020. If you book your flight to arrive on this day and 

have any missed connections, lost luggage, or flight delays, the vessel will sail at 6:00 PM and will not be able to wait for missing 

passengers or luggage.  

 

*If you miss embarkation, you miss the entire adventure and no refunds can be given. Travel Insurance is also highly 

recommended (Please contact us at joinus@photoflytravel.com for full travel insurance quotes upon sign up) 

 

Directions to the ship in Ushuaia 
 

 
 

The port of Ushuaia has been chosen by many tour operators as a 

major gateway to the Antarctic. The pier is 514 meters long (1713 

feet) and 28 meters (93 feet) wide and is operational on both sides 

at low and high tide. Depth at port allows large ships and 

icebreakers to come alongside the pier.  
 

Luggage transfer in Ushuaia: Due to local regulations 

passengers are not allowed to carry their own luggage on to the 

vessel. Therefore, passengers must leave their luggage between 

8.00 am and 11.30 am at Avenida Maipú 1210 (building with 

green roof, about 350 mtrs from the pier). In front of the 

building there will be 2 Expedition Banners and assistance is 

available from 08.00 am until 11.30 am. * For location of the drop 

off point click here: https://goo.gl/maps/DTXiQoR4e72tEZ1H6 & 

https://goo.gl/maps/P5vhhDjNZnw  
 

Embarkation: Please proceed on your own to the pier. 

Embarkation is between 4pm and 5pm on the day of ship 

departure. Please note that the vessel will sail at 6pm and will not 

be able to wait for missing passengers or luggage.  
 

There is only one pier in Ushuaia located in the main port on Maipu Avenue. The entrance to the pier is opposite of Lasserre street, the 

Government building and the Hotel Albatros. Passengers must be able to show their Boarding Pass, otherwise access can be denied by 

port authorities. It is only a few minutes from the airport & a taxi currently costs approximately US$ 10.00.  
 

Should you not be able to find the pier, you can always contact our port agent AMI (Agencia Marítima Internacional).  
 

Port Agent Details | Ushuaia Of ce 

AMI (Agencia Marítima Internacional)  
Gdor. Deloqui 1419 3th Floor, Dpto “A” (V9410BDK) 

Ushuaia – Argentina  

mailto:joinus@photoflytravel.com
https://goo.gl/maps/DTXiQoR4e72tEZ1H6
https://goo.gl/maps/P5vhhDjNZnw


Telephone: + 54 2901 431 110 / 111  
Email: ushuaia@ocean.com.ar 

 

Disembarkation: Ground transportation in Ushuaia from the vessel to the airport is provided after disembarkation on the last day of 

the voyage between 8:30 – 9:00 am.  

 
 

IMPORTANT: Crossing the Drake Passage 
 

Weather in the Drake Passage is notoriously unpredictable, which is why many polar travelers feel traversing its rough waters is the 

sea trial that earns them access to the splendors of Antarctica. The strong weather of the Drake Passage contributes to equally strong 

waves, sometimes generating swells that lead to a fair degree of sea sickness. The Drake Passage’s rugged attributes notwithstanding, 

sailing through it yields an impressive assortment of avian and marine life prized by polar travelers: Dolphins and whales can be seen, 

along with several species of seabird.  
 

Despite its turbulent conditions, no other water route between South America and Antarctica offers such an unobstructed path to the 

Antarctic Peninsula as the Drake Passage. Long before ships began sailing the Drake Passage, however, it was entirely closed off: 41 

million years ago, the landmass of Antarctica was joined with the southern reaches of what is now South America, and the South Pole 

was far warmer than it is today. It was not until major geological changes occurred between the two continents that Antarctica began 

to take on its current cold-weather climate. 
 

If you’ve decided to take an Antarctica cruise, congratulations. You’ve made the first step in seeing one of the last real wildernesses 

on the planet. But since the Drake Passage is a main part of your voyage, you’ll want to stock up on the necessary remedies if 

you’re at all prone to motion sickness – and even if you’re not. Don’t worry, though: All our ships come equipped with a full 

supply of medications for this purpose, and our on-board doctors are also available to make sure your Drake-rite-of-Passage 

occurs with utmost comfort. After all, you’ll want to be in tip-top shape when the first icebergs of Antarctica flash into sight. 
 

7 Tips to Defeating Motion Sickness 
 

What is Motion Sickness? Motion sickness on the sea occurs when our eyes and our ears (more precisely, our sense of balance) 

simply refuse to get along. When you’re on the deck of a ship that’s rolling through the water your sense of balance gets the idea that 

the ship is your world; that rolling deck becomes your frame of reference to everything else. But your eyes are looking around and 

trying their very best to tell your ears that the world is just as still as it always was, we’re just on a boat stupid.  
 

1. Eat light and eat right. 
 

First off, it’s always a good idea to be hydrated. So if you’re going aboard a ship and worried that you might have trouble, at the very 

least get some water into your system. Being dehydrated makes the vomiting process so much worse for you. Don’t eat heavy foods or 

foods that already upset your system, even just a little bit. The foods that can create a tiny snowball of discomfort on land can easily 

tumble into an avalanche out on the sea. A barfy, pukey avalanche. Try eating a small portion of something 

bland. *Experts suggest that eating something high in protein – peanut butter, meat, fish – can help beat back the bad stomach 

gurgles. 
 

2. No booze! 
 

No! Put that down! We know a martini settles your nerves, but it’s certainly not going to settle your stomach if things start going 

topsy-turvy. Plus alcohol dehydrates you, which is one of the reasons why hangovers make you feel like an unwashed wool sock that 

your cat puked in. You never want to be dehydrated during a period of nausea. 
 

3. Keep Your Face Cool. 
 

The same study cited in point #1 also says it helps to keep 

your face cool. So if you’re feeling an oncoming case of the 

whoopsies, get yourself up on deck and let that clean polar 

air soothe your temples. 
 

4. Watch the Horizon. 
 

This may be your best bet. By keeping your eyes locked on 

the horizon your brain will eventually get the message that 

you’re on a moving vessel, not that the whole world has gone 

crazy and started rocking back and forth. Since the 

misrepresentation by your senses of your situation is what 

causes motion sickness, this tip gets to the cause of your 

distress.  
 

5. Less Agitation = Less Regurgitation. 
 

Position yourself on the ship where you’re getting the least 

motion. Less motion means less disagreement between your 

eyes and ears. On rolling water your best bet is toward the 

center of the ship. 
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6. Keep Away from Other Motion-Sickness Malcontents 
 

While we sympathize with your need to help your fellow human beings in distress, (Technicolor) yawns are contagious. The smell 

isn’t going to help your tumultuous tummy either. 
 

7. When Worse Comes to Worst, Try Your Friendly Neighborhood Doctor 
 

There are medications like scopolamine that can be very effective against motion sickness. However, they generally have side-effects 

like drowsiness, which isn’t much fun when you’re out seeking adventure. Consult your physician. Motion sickness can be a major 

hurdle for some people to overcome before they feel confident enough to set out on an expedition. But through some trial and error, it 

can be conquered… leaving you free to experience the adventure of your lifetime 

 

 

About Our Ship Below… 
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