
 
 

Ultimate Guide to the  

Best International Airfares 
 

We know that the single biggest expense when taking your next travel adventure is your airline ticket.  

 

Since our Members are typically booking flights outside the US and Canada this  step-by-step guide is 

focused on International airfares and how to get the best possible prices. 

 

Step 1 - SETUP 

Open an Incognito Window in your browser. Here are instructions for Google Chrome. 

 

 
 

 

Why should you use an “incognito window?” As told by Peter Greenberg at Quartz - “While there’s no 

proof or hard evidence, there is growing anecdotal evidence that suggests airlines are tracking your 

https://support.google.com/chrome/answer/95464?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en
https://qz.com/on/travel/


behavior online, and potentially even tracking IP addresses, and prices could go up for flights that are 

searched frequently.” 

 

So to be sure you find the best prices let’s not give the airlines any data to manipulate prices during your 

search. 

STEP 2 - ESTABLISH YOUR BASELINE BEST PRICE 

● Open Momondo first as they often show  the best prices for International fares. 

● Put in your search terms and be sure to choose 1 Adult even if you have a group. If the airlines 

understand you are booking for a group they could potentially raise the price per ticket. 

● Click “Compare vs momondo” to see the prices on other sites such as Expedia 

● Start your search. Note: Momondo will open a second window with your comparison information. 

● In the results Window from Momondo find your best price and airline carrier.  

● In the Compare Window see if you can find anything cheaper than Momondo. Make a note of the 

website, price, and airline carrier. 

 

 

Step 3 - Refine Your Search 

● Open the Flight Insights for your search 

 
● Make note of the cheapest day and time to fly, cheapest airline, and time to book.  

 
● Close this window and go back to your original search. 

● Play around with different days (if you have some flexibility). Just put your mouse over the date 

and Momondo will show you the price. Click “Search These Days” 

 
● Once you have the best combination - Be sure to save this information for later.  

● In the Left Menu turn on “Track the Price for this Route” and enter your e-mail address 

https://www.momondo.com/


 

Step 4 - COMPARISON SHOPPING 

● Close your Incognito Window with Momondo and open a NEW Incognito Window. 

● Armed with your best price, days, and airline carrier open Skyscanner. 

● Be sure to tick “Add Nearby Airports” if this is an option for your point of departure. 

● Play with different days to see if you find a better price. 

● Click “Get Price Alerts” and add your e-mail address 

 
● Close your Incognito Window with Skyscanner and open a NEW Incognito Window. 

● Next go to the cheapest airline carrier website and be sure they don’t offer a better price. 

Sometimes going directly through the airline carrier can bring the best results. 

● If you really want to make an exhaustive search do this same process with Kayak and set a travel 

alert there as well. 

● Make note of the best price, days, airline carrier, etc. 

Step 5 - SETUP ADVANCED SEARCHES - OPTIONAL 

● Be sure to check the details of any results you find to be sure they fit your travel requirements! 

● Be sure to setup an Incognito Window for each search below... 

● Go to Skiplagged and enter your travel information. Be sure to turn on “Track Price.” Skiplagged 

is interesting because they show “hidden-city flights.” These refer to itineraries with multiple legs 

where the traveler exits prior to the final destination. 

● Go to Kiwi and enter your travel information. Kiwi search out all of the cheapest options, including 

separate flights with separate airline carriers. Be sure to create a “Price Alert” if you find 

something interesting here. They even offer a guarantee if you are flying on separate airline 

carriers in-case of delays, cancellations, etc. 

● Go to Airwander and enter your travel information. Airwander predicts the cheapest multi-day 

stopovers for any flight. A stopover is 24 hours or more layover where you leave the airport and 

discover a new city. This is another way to find the best prices and is called the “stitch method.” 

Step 6 - THE WAITING GAME 

● Download the Hopper App for your phone. Hopper will help you predict the right time to book your 

flight. Fill in your flight details and start watching. You will get a wealth of data here to help you. 

● Assuming you have 60+ days before your flight let some trip alerts come to your e-mail box and 

watch the prices. Are they going down or up? 

● On a Tuesday or Wednesday (at 3:00pm EST if possible) go back to Momondo, Skyscanner, and 

your cheapest airline to check the prices again. Historical data shows that booking your flight in 

the afternoon during the middle of the week (Tuesday - Thursday) can show the best prices. An 

extensive Farecompare.com study showed the best time to book your flight is Tuesday or 

Wednesday at 3:00pm EST. So this is also the best time to check the prices… 

● The “Waiting Game” can last up to 1 month and you will have an idea of what a “good price” is for 

your trip. 

https://www.skyscanner.com/
https://www.kayak.com/
https://skiplagged.com/
https://www.kiwi.com/
https://airwander.com/
https://www.hopper.com/
https://www.momondo.com/
https://www.skyscanner.com/
https://www.farecompare.com/


Step 7 - GET READY TO BOOK 

● Before you book if you have airline points be sure to check Points.com to see if you can use 

them! You might only need a few extra miles to get a reward or upgrade. 

● Again, during the week (as mentioned above) check your prices with the sites that are giving you 

the best results and if you feel good about the price, BOOK IT WITH CONFIDENCE! 

● Very often the tickets don’t get cheaper over time. As the budget seats get sold out the fares start 

going up. This means you really want to book at least 60 days in advance. 

STEP 8 - BUY TRAVEL INSURANCE 

● Be sure to protect yourself against unforeseen circumstances, flight cancellations, etc. that can 

happen. In fact, sometimes LIFE HAPPENS so be sure you have travel insurance. We 

recommend World Nomads Travel Insurance as an option.  

https://www.points.com/
https://www.worldnomads.com/travel-insurance/
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