
 

Best of Borneo  

 

All Inclusive 

 

February 26th – March 6th, 2020 

An “out-of-this-world” adventure that will change the way you appreciate the diversity of nature on our planet and her 

incredible living organisms! Join us on our Best of Borneo Journey to the towering mountains, lush jungle rainforests, 

& her wildly beautiful creatures. Creatures like the brilliant, fiery orange, endangered Orangutan (1 of 2 places left on 

earth where they live in the wild), the proboscis monkey with their massive noses, carnivorous pitcher plants, 500+ 

species of birds, & the largest flower on earth (also the stinkiest!) 

____________ 
 
 

Borneo Paradise Island Extension (Optional) 
 

    

 

All-Inclusive 



 

March 6th – March 9th, 2020 
 

Don't let the adventure end after a week in the jungle. Join us for a refreshing escape on Borneo's Gaya Island. There's 

no better way to recuperate than on an idyllic isle with warm turquoise waters & white sand beaches! Set within the 

Tunku Abdul Rahman Park just off the coast of Kota Kinabalu, Gaya Island offers elegant villas with panoramic views 

of the South China Sea and the rainforest. With an endless array of activities on offer, including world-class snorkeling 

& diving, luxury spa pampering, yoga, nature walks & hikes, mangrove kayaking, and, of course, good old R&R by the 

pool & beach!  
 

*Daily itinerary located on page UPDATE after Best of Borneo below 
 

Best of Borneo Daily Itinerary 
 

B-Breakfast L-Lunch D-Dinner 
 

 

 

Sabah 
 

“Sabah is, “the treasure of turquoise-fringed desert islands with coral reefs swarming with 

marine biodiversity; trekkers' 
paradise Mt Kinabalu reaching 

13,435 ft into the clouds; and 
jungles pulsing with a menagerie 

of bug-eyed tarsiers, gibbons, 
pythons, clouded leopards and 

huge crocs…Whether it’s coffee-

shop haunting in Kota Kinabalu, 

watching baby orangutans 

learning to climb at Sepilok, 
beach flopping on the northern 

Tip of Borneo, or searching for 

pygmy elephants near Tawau, 
your time here will feel like five 

holidays condensed into one” – Lonely Planet 

 
 

Day 1: Sabah’s Capital (Wednesday, 02/26/20) No Meals 

 

Kota Kinabalu 
 

A compact city of, “friendly locals, breathtaking fiery sunsets, blossoming arts and music scene 

and a rich culinary spectrum spanning street food to high end. Alongside swanky new malls and 
expensive condos, old KK, with its markets brimming with sea creatures and fresh produce, and 

busy fishers shuttling about the waterfront, happily endures. This may be a city on the move with 

the 21st century, but its old-world charm and history are very much alive.”- Lonely Planet 
 

 
 

Upon arrival at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport (BKI), we’ll be picked up and escorted to our hotel in the 

heart of the city and less than 10 minutes to the harbor.  The remainder of the day will be at leisure. If you’re not too 

tired, wander around the bustling streets or walk along the harbor to the city beach to capture some great images of 

everyday life in “KK”. 
 



This evening explore the night market with our tour leader, then grab a bite to eat with the group at a locals favorite 

(optional). 
 

Overnight Kota Kinabalu (All hotels listed at bottom of daily itinerary) 

 
 

*Important: We’ll be flying into AND out of Kota Kinabalu International Airport (BKI) on this adventure so please 

book your flights accordingly. The arrival time windows needed for the included group transfer will be sent to the 

group approximately 4 months before trip.  
 

*As always, feel free to arrive a day early to catch up on jet lag. E-mail steve@photoflytravel.com for pre-night 

accommodation and airport transfer pricing.  
 

 

Day 2: To the Mountain… (Thursday, 02/27/20) (B, L, D) 

 

Mount Kinabalu National Park 
 

 
 

Mount Kinabalu National Park is Malaysia’s first World Heritage Site. The park is home to 26 

different rhododendron types, 400 different types of fern, 1,200 different types of orchid, rare 

colorful Jentinck and Prevost squirrels, tree shrews, and 250 species of birds! Discover this lush, 
mountain rainforest paradise with us. Oh, and did we forget to mention the famous carnivorous 

pitcher plants straight from a sci-fi movie, which trap and digest insects in cups on the ends of 
their leaves! 

 

After breakfast this morning we’ll make our way to the UNESCO World Heritage Site, Kinabalu National Park. 

Malaysia’s tallest mountain at 13,435 ft above sea level, Kinabalu is a 

treasure trove of diversity and among the most important biological sites in 

the world. In fact, its 5,000-6,000 plant species are more than all of Europe 

and North America combined! 
 

But first, a stop along the way is in order. Not too far from the national park 

is the last market township in the region. Pekan Nabalu is a quaint 

market renowned for its fresh fruits and vegetables. The open-air stalls are 

stuffed with a plethora of local delicacies & colorful flowers. Some of the 

local favorites include keropoks (crackers), local wild honey, 

bosou (fermented fish with rice), tuhau (fermented wild ginger), bambangan 

(fermented wild mango), & serunding tuhau (dried wild ginger). Behind the 

stalls, we’ll get our first magnificent view of Mount Kinabalu (if the 

weather cooperates). Lots of great photo ops everywhere we look! 
 

On arrival to our mountain lodge at the base of Kinabalu, we’ll check-in, 

then head straight to the park for our first encounter with this lush 

wonderland. Today’s main event is the Botanical Reserve located around 

the park headquarters. A leisurely nature walk will have our cameras 
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snapping in all directions as we enjoy the beautiful trails and discover the most interesting 

of the over 400 species of fern and 1,200 species of orchid collected for study and 

conservation. Behind the reserve, a short hike takes us up and across a ridge with endemic 

trees and plants “posing” in the foreground with stunning landscapes behind. 
 

Enjoy dinner with the group this evening back at the lodge before a good night’s sleep in 

anticipation of tomorrow’s adventures on the mountain.  

 

Overnight Kinabalu National Park 

 

Day 3: Exploring the Mountain & the Largest Flower on Earth!  (Friday, 02/28/20) 

(B, L, D) 
 

Today we’ll head back 

into the park for some epic 

hiking! There are several 

easy & moderate interconnecting trail options on 

Borneo’s most famous mountain, which will make an 

amazing day of landscape and nature photography, not 

to mention some good exercise! Our tour leader and 

local trail guide will pick 2 options (easy & moderate) 

so the group can split up and choose which trail is best 

suited for their ability level. Check out a few of the 

options we’ll most likely choose from below:  
 

• Silau Silau Trail: (3057 meters, 60-80 

minutes) this trail is one of the easier trails in the park and also one of the most trafficked. Several 

entrances/exits to the trail give hikers flexibility in choosing trail length and the time spent hiking. The 

route follows a stream running through the park and the most protected environment along the trail 

allows lush growth of mosses, ferns, and orchids. By starting at the trailhead on the lower road, hikers 

have the option of joining the Kiau View Trailhead (1.5KM mark the Power Station Road) to complete a 

small circuit. 
 

• Kiau View Trail (2366 meters, 

60-80 minutes) this trail is of 

moderate length, except for the trail 

entrance, the route is fairly level. 

Several viewpoints along the trail 

provide vistas of the hilly range and 

nearby Kadazan dusun village of Kiau. 

The original trail to Mount Kinabalu 

summit; used throughout the last 

century 

began in 

Kiau. 
 

 

• Mempening Trail: (2516 meters, 120 minutes) Another relatively easy trail 

with little climbing unless hikers opt to take detours to visit Bukit Tupai or 

Bukit Burung. Mempening means “Oak” in Malay, a tree that is found in 

great abundance at this altitude. Hikers can cut the trek short by joining the 

Silau Silau Trail near the Liwagu Restaurant OR extend it by joining the 

Liwagu Trail or Bundu Tuhan Trail. 
 

• Liwagu Trail: (5620 meters, 120-150 minutes) The longest trail around 

park headquarters is rated moderate. Liwagu is the name of the river in the 

Dusun language and follows the small river that runs through the park. The 

trail crosses several small mountain streams running into the river. Hikers are 

at times on a narrow ridge looking down at the river. There are several 

ascents and descents along the trail. 

• Mountain View Trail; (150 meters, 15 minutes) A short but steep ascent 

finishes at the view shelter at the top of this ridge. Good weather condition 

provides magnificent views of the mountain and surrounding forest, as well 

as the Kandamaian Waterfall. 
 



 

Optional Rafflesia Discovery, “The Corpse Flower"  
 

The official state flower of Sabah in Malaysia & Indonesia, Rafflesia is the largest in the world with recent 

flowers found measuring up to 3 

feet across. Alongside their rarity, 

size, and unusual appearance, it is 

their strange lifecycle which adds 

to their fascination. The Rafflesia 

is a totally parasitic plant with the 

only visible part being the single 

flower that has no leaves, stems, 

or roots. The cabbage like bud of 

the flower lies 'dormant' for up to 

16 months before blooming. Once 

a bud reaches maturity, it begins 

to uncurl at night, a process that 

takes 12 to 48 hours to complete. 

At this point the clock begins to 

tick for the next generation of 

Rafflesia to germinate. During 

this short period, the flowers are 

assumed to be pollinated by the blue bottle and carrion flies. Attracted by the sight of the bloom and its 

smell, which resembles rotting flesh, the insects transport the pollen from the male to female flowers. In 

only 8 to 10 days the bloom begins to show significant signs of deterioration so this pollination must take 

place very quickly & both male and female flowers must be in bloom simultaneously in the same area! 
 

This afternoon, join us on a search for the world’s largest & smelliest 

flower! The Rafflesia is an extremely rare, gigantic, parasitic plant native 

to this region of Borneo & it’s well worth the time to search for one in 

bloom! Less than an hour’s drive from the park will take us to one of the 

sites where this smelly behemoth is known to bloom and thrive.  
 

On arrival, a local guide will escort us to the area where a Rafflesia 

Flower is in full bloom so we can photograph and learn about its 

fascinating lifecycle. Get ready to hold your nose because the flower has a 

pungent odor resembling rotting flesh! This is where it gets its notorious 

name, Rafflesia, which translates to “corpse flower” or “meat flower”! 
 

* Due to the unpredictable, erratic, and short nature of this flower’s 

blooming cycle, sightings are not guaranteed and full refunds will be 
given if there aren’t any in bloom during our time here. This optional 

excursion may take place on either Day 2 or 3 depending on the blooming 

conditions.  

 

Price: 40.00 USD (*Minimum 4 guests need to RSVP to run tour) 
 

Includes: Roundtrip transportation to/from bloom site and local 

guide throughout 
 

*RSVPs will be taken during the trip due to the unpredictable nature of 

the excursion & guests will be able to pay in cash (USD) directly to our 

tour director.  

 

 

 
 

 

This evening we’ll relax and rest our weary muscles from a great day on the mountain as we check out our amazing 

images captured. Join our tour leader for dinner with the group before heading off to bed.  
 

Overnight Kinabalu National Park 

 

 



Day 4: Iconic Sanctuaries (Saturday, 02/29/20) (B, L, D) 
 

Sandakan & the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Center 
 

 
 

“As well as being a gateway to the Sungai 

Kinabatangan and Sepilok, Sabah’s second city is 
dotted with religious relics, colonial mansions and 

haunting mementos of WWII. Just north of Sandakan, 

and covering 15 square miles of the Kabili-Sepilok 
Forest Reserve, this inspiring, world-famous center 

welcomes orphaned and injured orangutans for 
rehabilitation before returning them to forest life. The 

youngsters you’ll be charmed by are between six and 

nine years old & at the feeding platforms, watching the 

trees begin to shake, the ropes vibrating, the first 

swatch of orange shifting through the branches is a 
moment you’ll never forget.” – Lonely Planet 

 

 
 

After a hearty breakfast this morning, we continue toward the coast to Sepilok where the Orangutan Rehabilitation 

Center & Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Center are located. But first, we’ll check into our boutique eco-lodge and 

enjoy lunch, followed by a little R&R. Enjoy the lush surroundings right from our balconies which face the 25 acres of 

jungle surrounding the property, or explore the boardwalk behind the resort which takes us 1000 ft into the jungle to the 

edge of the protected forest reserve. 
 

This afternoon we head less than a mile up the road to the 

Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Center where we’ll meet 

our orange furred cousins for the first time. The rescued orphan 

orangutans have been saved from certain death and offer hope 

for the survival of this highly endangered species. Founded in 

1964, the site is 26 sq mi of protected land at the edge of Kabili 

Sepilok Forest Reserve. Around 60 to 80 orangutans are living 

in the reserve & today, around 25 young orphaned orangutans 

are housed in the nurseries, in addition to those free in the 

reserve. The rehabilitated individuals have their diet 

supplemented by daily feedings of milk and bananas. This 

additional food supplied by the center is purposefully designed 

to be monotonous and boring to encourage the apes to start 

foraging for themselves. We’ll arrive in time for their afternoon feeding to witness and photograph these dazzling 

creatures! 
 

Back at the lodge, if we’re lucky, the flying squirrels will come out to 

show off their unique talent as they leap, or shall we say “fly”, from tree 

to tree. Enjoy another tasty dinner before sleeping to the sounds of the 

jungle.  
 

Overnight Sepilok 
 

Day 5: Orangutans, Sunbears, & the Lower Kinabatangan River 

(Sunday, 03/01/20) (B, L, D) 
 

In the AM, we’ll head back to the Rehabilitation Center to learn more 

about its history, mission, struggles, & successes in their valiant efforts 

to rehabilitate orphaned orangutans and other animals native to the 

region, including gibbons, Sumatran rhinos, and elephants. At the 

outdoor nursery, we’ll try to see and photograph the young apes playing 

around at their training ground before another experience at their 

morning feeding.  



 

Next, we’ll go down the road to visit another endangered species endemic to Borneo. At the Bornean Sun Bear 

Conservation Center, rescued Sun Bears have a second chance at life. Currently, 43 rescued bears are on the road to 

rehabilitation and we’ll learn about this fascinating species while capturing some rare images few are fortunate to take.  
 

From here we head to the coastal city of Sandakan to board our 

riverboat cruise at the Sim Sim Jetty. Take in the sights and sounds 

of river life on a one-hour boat cruise into the rainforest for our first 

taste of Borneo's truly wild jungles. This wonderful ride of 

discovery begins at the waters of the Sulu Sea in Sandakan Town, 

through the magnificent scenery in the instrumental mangrove 

forests, and onto the Lower Kinabatangan River estuary. We soon 

arrive at our jungle lodge to check-in and enjoy lunch. Take an 

afternoon catnap or lounge on the riverfront deck before we had 

back on the water for a jungle cruise in search of wildlife until the 

sun sets, capturing endless images of the beautiful plants and 

animals that call this biosphere home. As night falls, our cruise 

continues so we can witness the ethereal display of a million fireflies lighting the skies and turning the foliage into 

sparkling “Christmas Trees”!  
 

Before dinner back at the lodge, we’ll have our first encounter with creatures of the night when our naturalist guide 

takes us on the lodge’s boardwalk in search of birds, snakes, insects, and other nocturnal wildlife, as the moon begins to 

rise.  
  
Overnight Lower Kinabatangan River Estuary 

 
 

Day 6: A Muddy Brown Ribbon of Thriving Biodiversity (Monday, 03/02/20) (B, L, D) 
 

 
 

The Kinabatangan River: A Sanctuary of Diversity & Natural Beauty 

 

 “Indiana Jones would love the Sungai Kinabatangan (Kinabatangan River). A muddy brown 

ribbon of water, Sabah’s longest river winds its way through the epic jungles south of Sandakan, 
bracketed by a riverine forest teeming with civets, orangutans, proboscis monkeys, crocodiles, 

monitor lizards, hornbills, kingfishers, and hawks.” – Lonely Planet  
 
 

 



We’re up bright and early this morning to take a boat ride to nearby Pitas Oxbow Lake. This serene setting is an ideal 

place to search for more beautiful wildlife in their natural habitat. It’s a great spot to capture images of proboscis 

monkey troops up close, crocodiles, and if we’re really lucky, pygmy elephants! 
 

We’ll return to the lodge for breakfast before 

learning about the nearby village of Abai and 

their Tree Planting Project. Organized by 

the Community Abai Project (CAP), a local 

non-profit, it’s mission is to restore degraded 

forests and increase habitat connectivity 

along the lower Kinabatangan River. This 

will contribute to the long-term survival of 

endangered species including Bornean 

orangutans, Bornean pygmy elephants, 

proboscis monkeys, Storm’s storks and other 

wildlife. The project is also needed to 

establish a sustainable, conservation-based 

economy to restore Abai’s fragile economy 

and generate job opportunities for youth. This is expected to abate outward migration from the village and ensure the 

community’s long-term survival on its land. Many of the village families own a small tree nursery at their homes, 

playing an integral role in the project. Our lodge donates a portion of the revenue received from all guests to these 

families & their tree planting operations.  
 

After learning about this special project we’ll head over to 

Abai Village for a walk through the community to see for 

ourselves what the villagers are doing to save this vital eco-

system, and support their families at the same time. We’ll 

enjoy a simple lunch prepared by the villagers for a taste of 

some of their typical foods before bidding farewell. 
 

Next, we’ll embark on a boat ride farther up the river to an 

area known as Sukau. Here our next river lodge will be 

waiting for us to check in and relax on the sundeck 

overlooking the river or check out the towers & “Frog 

Platform” to spot & photograph birds, monkeys, & other 

wildlife. In the late afternoon we’ll boat up the Menanggul River, a small tributary of the Kinabatangan, renowned for 

its populations of proboscis monkeys, long-tailed macaques, and orangutans. Relatively narrow, it’s possible to get 

close to the banks in purpose built electric motorboats specifically designed to avoid disturbing the wildlife populations 

that live here. The Menanggul is reputedly one of the best places in the world to see the rare and unusual proboscis in 

the wild. It’s often possible to come across large troupes playing amongst the jungle canopy and leaping across the 

narrow river! 
 

Tonight we return to the lodge for dinner and another deep 

sleep to rejuvenate before we begin the journey to Borneo’s 

tallest & oldest forest (only 100 million years old!) in the 

morning.  
 

Overnight Kinabatangan River 

 
 

Day 7: A Forest “Fortress” Preserving Mind-Boggling 

Biodiversity (Tuesday, 03/03/20) (B, L, D)  

 

Danum Valley 
 

“Recognized as one of the world’s most complex ecosystems, a 

new species of plant is found by scientists here every week. Home to a mind-blowing spectrum of creatures: orangutans, tarsiers, 



sambar deer, bearded pigs, flying squirrels, king cobras, proboscis monkeys, red-leaf monkeys, gibbons and pygmy elephants, the 
area is also known for its medium-sized cats, with the beautifully marked clouded leopard spotted on night drives, as well as the 

flat-headed cat, marbled cat, leopard cat and cartoon-like bay cat. Your alarm clock is the dawn chorus of gibbons, the chainsaw 
drone of cicadas is the soundtrack for breathless 

afternoons, and the shrill of crickets is your bedtime 

cue” – Lonely Planet 
 

Today we’re off bright and early on an overland 

journey to our final destination: the most secluded 

rainforest in Borneo, teeming with more species 

than anywhere else in the country (and most of the 

world)! Even before Danum Valley became a 

conservation area there were no human settlements 

(no hunting, logging, or other human interference), 

allowing this biosphere to flourish and retain its 

extreme biodiversity since its beginning 130 

million years ago!  
 

From the lodge, we depart by road to the nearest town to the valley, Lahad Datu. Here we’ll go through a short 

registration process and briefing before continuing on a gravel road through the pristine virgin rainforest, to the heart of 

Danum. It’s here that our incredible accommodations for the next 2 days will welcome us to their one-of-kind 

sanctuary. The award-winning Borneo Rainforest Lodge is nestled in a magnificent setting alongside the Danum 

River, flowing through Sabah's largest protected Lowland Rainforest. 
 

On arrival, we’ll check-in and enjoy lunch before our 

unique afternoon adventure through the lodge’s very own 

canopy walkway, arguably the most spectacular in Sabah. 

With multiple viewing platforms, spanning approximately 

1000 ft in length & standing at 85 ft at the highest point. 

The spacious and sturdy platforms provide a safe and 

unobstructed up-close view of the virgin jungle’s canopy! 

It was designed and engineered to be ‘tree friendly’ without 

rigging any of the steel cables direct onto the trees. The 

suspension cables are hung between emergent dipterocarp 

and mengaris trees at 50-80 ft up the trunks, barely half the 

height of these enormous trees but sensationally within the 

rainforest canopy.  At each suspension point, there is an 

octagonal shaped observation platform where we can rest 

& capture one-of-a-kind images of the canopies thriving environment from a perspective rarely seen. 
 

This evening we’ll enjoy a delicious dinner among the sights and sounds of the jungle before an exciting night safari. 

Our naturalist guide and spotter will take us on an open-air jeep into the night to search for the incredible rainforest 

creatures that come out once the sun goes down. This is the best 

time to spot nocturnal mammals such as the slow loris, tarsier, 

flying red squirrel, samba deer, and civets.  Our guides’ 

flashlight will sometimes catch the reflection of the animal's 

eyes, allowing us to spot them more easily. Years of experience 

give our naturalists incredibly refined & sensitive eyes & ears, 

helping us find even the most well-hidden creatures. 
 

Overnight Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley 
 

Day 8: Journey Through the Rainforest (Wednesday, 

03/04/20) (B, L, D) 
 

Wake up to the riveting sounds and breathtaking views of the 

rainforest this morning right from our chalets. Today we 

embark on an exciting trek through the valley rainforest in 



search of mesmerizing creatures to witness & photograph in their ideal 

environments. This will be our best chance to see orangutans in the 

wild along with several other primates including proboscis monkeys, 

red-leaf monkeys, gibbons, & macaques. It’s also in Danum Valley 

where we have the best shot at coming upon the Bornean pygmy 

elephant, banteng, Sumatran rhino, clouded leopard, marbled & flat-

headed cats, and Bornean sun bear (though still rare to encounter). 

And let’s not forget Borneo’s beautiful bird species of which many can 

only be found here. We should get to see hornbills, barbets, broadbills, 

and the endemic Bornean bristlehead. Danum Valley is also a mecca 

for birders who come in search of the spectacled flowerpecker, the only 

place in the world seen and captured on film.  
 

Along the jungle trek we’ll head up the “Coffin Trail” which takes us to 

a fantastic viewpoint called Coffin Cliff, aptly named since it’s the sacred 

indigenous burial site of the ancient Kadazandusun Tribe. We’ll enjoy and 

photograph the magnificent bird’s eye view over Danum Valley and the 

Borneo lowland forest, before descending down for a relaxing plunge in 

the natural “jacuzzi pool” nearby!  

 
 

Back at the lodge, we’ll enjoy a well-deserved lunch. This afternoon we have options. Head back out on a trail along 

the Segama River for more guided jungle trekking in search 

of animals we have yet to encounter OR jump into the river 

on a water tube for a refreshing & relaxing ride!  
 

Tonight, over dinner, we’ll celebrate our final evening in this 

rainforest paradise and share all the incredible images we’ve 

captured! Alas, for those who want one last jungle 

experience, enjoy a guided night walk on the nature trail 

surrounding the lodge in search of more mysterious nocturnal 

creatures. 
 

Overnight Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley 

 

Day 9:  Back to the Capital (Thursday, 03/05/20) (B, L, D) 
 

Sleep in this morning OR go on an early morning nature 

walk. After breakfast, we’ll have a couple hours to relax and 

enjoy the fantastic lodge before an early lunch fills our bellies 

for the journey back to Kota Kinabalu. We’ll take the same road out of the jungle but then head to the Lahad Datu 

Airport for a flight back to Sabah’s capital (included). After checking into the hotel, the remainder of the day is at 

leisure to relax, enjoy the pool, get a massage or treatment at the spa, or explore the city on foot.    
 

Tonight we’ll indulge at one final night dinner together to celebrate 

this unforgettable adventure.  
 

Overnight Kota Kinabalu 
 

Day 10: Farewell to Borneo (Friday, 03/06/20) (B)  
 

After breakfast this morning we’ll be transferred back to the Kota 

Kinabalu International Airport (BKI) for our flights home. We’re 

confident this won’t be the last time you explore the incredible 

island of Borneo. There’s always so much more to see!  
 

*Important: We’ll be flying into AND out of Kota Kinabalu 

International Airport (BKI) on this adventure so please book your 



flights accordingly. The arrival time windows needed for the included group transfer will be sent to the group 

approximately 4 months before trip.  
 

*As always, feel free to arrive a day early to catch up on jet lag. E-mail steve@photoflytravel.com for pre-night 

accommodation and airport transfer pricing.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Adventure doesn’t have to end here! 
 

 
 

Join our Borneo Paradise Island Extension below for a refreshing escape on an idyllic isle with warm 

turquoise waters, pristine coral reefs, white sand beaches, & loads of exotic wildlife! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Accommodations/Inclusions/Exclusions/Price  
 

 

Accommodations  
 

 
 

Kota Kinabalu: Horizon Hotel or similar… 
 

(https://horizonhotelsabah.com/) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g298307-d2226935-Reviews-

Horizon_Hotel-Kota_Kinabalu_Kota_Kinabalu_District_West_Coast_Division_Sabah.html)  

 

Kinabalu National Park: Kinabalu Pine Resort or similar… 
 

(http://kinabalupineresort.com/) AND (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g3845613-d659703-Reviews-

Kinabalu_Pine_Resort-Kundasang_Ranau_Sabah.html)  

 

Sepilok: My Nature Resort or similar… 
 

(https://sitoursborneo.com/web/accommodations/my-nature-resort/) AND 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g303997-d8813760-Reviews-MY_Nature_Resort-

Sandakan_Sandakan_Division_Sabah.html) or similar… 
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Lower Kinabatangan River Estuary: Abai Jungle Lodge or similar… 
 

https://sitoursborneo.com/web/accommodations/abai-jungle-lodge/ AND https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-

g2301902-d1833003-Reviews-Abai_Jungle_Lodge-Kinabatangan_District_Sabah.html  

 

Kinabatangan River: Kinabatangan Riverside Lodge or similar… 
 

(https://sitoursborneo.com/web/accommodations/kinabatangan-riverside-lodge/) AND 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g1137932-d655181-

Reviews-Kinabatangan_Riverside_Lodge-

Sukau_Kinabatangan_District_Sabah.html)  

 

Danum Valley: Borneo Rainforest Lodge 
 

(http://www.borneonaturetours.com/www/brl_default.aspx) AND 

(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g6439972-d480639-

Reviews-

Borneo_Rainforest_Lodge_Danum_Valley_Conservation_Area-

Danum_Valley_Conservation_Area_.html) 

 

*Accommodations subject to change based on availability  

 
 

 

What’s Included? 
 

• 9 Nights/10 Days Accommodations 

• Transportation throughout   

• All Inclusive (Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner every day: 9 breakfasts, 

8 lunches, 8 dinners) 

• 1 Domestic Flight INCLUDED  

• All privately guided tours and activities w/ local English-speaking 

guides throughout as listed in the itinerary (unless otherwise 

specified) 

• All Entrance Fees, Transfers, & Taxes  

 

What’s Not Included? 
 

• Tips (Recommended) 

o Guides & drivers (5-10 USD per day for guides/ 3-5 USD per day 

for drivers)   

o Porters (1 USD/bag), Housekeeping (2-3 USD per day), Boat Staff 

(3-5 USD per person)  

• Personal items & equipment  

• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 

• Optional activities stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 

• Excess baggage charge levied by domestic airlines (44 lb max allowance per person) 

• International Airfare  

• Any additional transportation, camera fees, items of personal nature, etc. not listed in the above itinerary 

• Travel Insurance *Highly Recommended: Email michelle@photoflytravel.com for more details 
 

*Hotels subject to change based on availability   

 
 

Price: $3195.00 
 

Single Supplement: $525.00 
 

* For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested. 
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*ROOM UPGRADE OPTION: While on the Kinabatangan River & in Danum Valley (4 nights total) our standard rooms do not 

have air conditioning (fans only). The additional cost to upgrade to a premium room with air conditioning for all 4 nights is:  
 

Sharing AC Room Upgrade: 425.00 USD per person 

Single AC Room Upgrade: 560.00 USD per person 
 

* Limited AC room category upgrades available. Please e-mail michelle@photoflytravel.com to request AC room 

upgrade. 
 

Final Payment- Due 90 days prior to departure date. Credit Cards OR checks accepted. 

 

Please go to https://www.photoflytravel.org/borneo-small-group-tours/ to secure your spot online OR mail check to 

Local Planet Travel: 
 

Local Planet Travel 

105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 

 
  

Cancellation Policy & Refunds 
 

*There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 120 days or more prior to trip 
departure date are fully refundable except for the $100.00 fee. Cancellations less than 120 days prior to trip departure 
date will receive no refund of full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour. After airline tickets are 
issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus 
new ticket price. Travel insurance strongly encouraged (ask us about policy options). 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

 

PhotoFly Travel Club 
Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 

steve@photoflytravel.com  

 

Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 

 
 

 

 

Borneo Paradise Island  

All-Inclusive (Optional Extension) 

March 6th – March 9th, 2020 

Don’t let the adventure end after a week in the jungle. 

Join us for a refreshing escape on Borneo’s Gaya 

Island. There’s no better way to recuperate than on an 

idyllic isle with warm turquoise waters & white sand 

beaches! Set within the Tunku Abdul Rahman Park just 

off the coast of Kota Kinabalu, Gaya Island offers 

elegant villas with panoramic views of the South China 

Sea and the rainforest. With an endless array of 

activities on offer, including world-class snorkeling & 

diving, luxury spa pampering, yoga, nature walks & 

hikes, mangrove kayaking, and, of course, good old 

R&R by the pool & beach! 
 

mailto:michelle@photoflytravel.com
https://www.photoflytravel.org/borneo-small-group-tours/
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Daily Itinerary 
B-Breakfast L-Lunch D-Dinner 

 

 

 

Day 1: To Paradise We Go… (Friday, 03/06/20) (B, L, D) 
 

 
 

Today we head to Gaya Island, a small slice of paradise and just a 20-minute boat ride off the coast of Kota Kinabalu. 

After breakfast we’ll be transferred to the Jesselton Point Jetty for our short hop across a tiny sliver of the South China 

Sea. On arrival we’ll check into our luxury villas and the remainder of the day will be at leisure. Wade & swim in the 

ocean OR the huge swimming pool with floating 

cabanas overlooking our private beach. Indulge in a 

treatment at Spa Village, set amidst lush mangroves 

creating a tranquil hideaway surrounded by distinctive 

island flora and fauna. 
 

Take a 5-minute boat ride to the secluded Tavajun Bay 

where a tranquil private beach awaits, perfect for relaxing 

under the tropical sun, lulled by a gentle sea breeze. You 

can even enjoy lunch here, infused by local and 

international influences, it’s a single dish made over 

charcoal embers and changes daily.  
 

Discover the amazing resort grounds, or simply kick back 

in our beautiful villas surrounded by ancient rainforest 

and protected mangroves.  
 

Let’s admire and photograph sunset over the South China Sea together before dinner with our tour leader, or grab a bite 

on your own at one of the three lively restaurants (more details below). A deep sleep is in store tonight as we doze off 

to the sounds of the ocean.  
 
 

Overnight Gaya Island Resort, Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park 
 

Day 2 & 3: Endless Options & Open-Ended Discovery 

(Saturday, 03/07/20 & Sunday 03/08/20) (B, L, D) 
 

The next two days will be spent however we want, with an 

endless array of amazing activities to choose from. Many 

are included but some have a small additional fee. See 

below for all the exciting adventures at our fingertips. Our 

tour leader will pick 1-2 activities each day and all are 

welcome to join to experience together. He’ll always be on 

hand to help with anything & coordinate activities with the 

resort as well. Of course, lounging by the beach or pool 

and doing absolutely nothing is always a perfectly 

acceptable option too! 
 

Overnights Gaya Island Resort, Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park 



 

Included Adventures (No additional fees) 
 

 
 

- Guided Nature Walks: Two trails have been crafted by the resort with varying difficulty levels leading through a dense tangle 

of vines, looping rattans, palms, shrubs, and massive hardwood trees with camouflaged wildlife all around. The walks offer an 

environmental education adventure with our Resident Naturalist. *Limited guests are allowed daily to minimize human impact on 

the wildlife and their habitat. Everyday, 9 AM, 1.5 hrs 
 

 
 

- Tavajun Trek: Embark on a short, but vigorous trek with our naturalist that leads through the primary rainforest where nature 

goes wild in a dense tangle of vines, looping rattans, palms, shrubs and massive hardwood trees.  Spot camouflaged wildlife 

around you before the trail ends at Tavajun Bay, a private sandy beach backed by forested hills and a mangrove area with its own 

unique ecosystem. Settle down for lunch and laze on the beach or discover the marine initiatives at Gaya Island Resort Marine 

Center before returning to the resort. Hike Duration: 45 Minutes *Offered Saturday Only, 12:30 PM 
 

- Yoga: Every morning partake in a guided session through a series of yoga practices, bringing balance to body and psyche. 

*Offered Saturday Only, 8:00 AM 

 

- Guided Meditation: Embark on a guided journey through your 

mind. Discover how to tap into your own healing energy. *Offered 

Saturday Only, 6:00 PM 
 

- Marine Conservation Talks: Meet the resident marine biologist to 

learn about our ongoing conservation projects including turtle rescue 

activities. *Offered Saturday Only, 2:00 PM 

 

- Coral Planting: Learn to grow & cultivate coral for the coral reef 

restoration project. Join us for a unique experience that is both 

educational and fun, all while contributing to active conservation 

work! *Offered Saturday Only, 3:00 PM 
 

 



Signature Experiences & Crafted Adventures  

(Additional fees apply) 
 

 
 

Snorkeling & Diving in Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park 
 

Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park lies within The Coral Triangle, known as the world’s marine epicenter. Home to diverse 

marine life exceeding 75% of species known to science with coral gardens found 20 meters from the shore; this underwater 

realm has over 25 dive spots for all year exploration. Programs are conducted around 5 islands within the marine park. 
  

- Coral Garden Marine Expedition: Another wondrous world lies 

beneath the gentle waves of Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park. Explore 

the clear waters surrounding the Mamutik and Sapi Islands guided by our 

Resident Marine Biologist. Drift over lush coral gardens and discover the 

wealth of marine life amidst an array of hard and soft coral that form 

intricate and fragile labyrinths across the seabed. Snorkeling equipment 

included. Cost: 160 MYR (40 USD) per person, *Saturday OR Sunday, 
(9:15 AM) 
 

- Gaya Snorkeling Exploration: Explore the hidden wonders of the 

marine world guided by our Resident Marine Biologist, and appreciate 

the need to protect our environment. Discover the beauty and intricate 

life beneath the sea without the use of fins to avoid damage to our house 

reefs. Snorkelers are limited daily to ensure that the marine life is not 

overwhelmed by human presence. Cost: 50 MYR (12 USD) per person, 

*Saturday OR Sunday, Time Varies 

 

- Diving Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park: As a PADI 5 Star Dive Resort, a full range of programs are available, 

suitable for ages 10 years and above. Whether you are a novice or a seasoned explorer, there is a program just for you: 

Custom Crafted Dives, Leisure Dives, PADI Courses, & Specialty Courses. *Saturday OR Sunday *Email 

steve@photoflytravel.com for specific program options and pricing 
 

 
 

- Borneo Culinary Journey: Explore the depths of Sabahan cuisine with a cooking class hosted by our skilled chef. Experience 

an introduction to local ingredients and fresh produce followed by an interactive cooking session to provide insights into authentic 

recipes handed down over generations from various ethnic groups. Cost: 180 MYR (45 USD) per person, *Saturday Only, 11:30 

AM 



- Guided Mangrove Kayaking: Mangroves are large, 

extensive types of trees that grow up to medium height and 

thrive within saline coastal sediment habitats in the tropics 

and sub-tropics. Blessed with a 100-year-old rare mangrove 

jungle here at Gaya Island Resort, our Resident Naturalist 

shares this wonder of nature on a kayak excursion into the 

mangrove forest. Keep your eyes peeled for mangrove 

crabs, the oriental pied hornbill, monitor lizards, & many 

more beautiful creatures. Cost: 60 MYR (15 USD) per 

person, *Saturday OR Sunday, Time Varies 
 

- Sunset Cruise: Cruise to neighboring islands onboard our 

yacht as the evening beckons. Enjoy free-flowing soft 

drinks, wine, beer, & hors d’ oeuvres as we photograph & 

admire the golden sunset fill the sky with color and watch 

the city skyline light up like glittering jewels in the distance. Cost: TBD *Saturday Only, 5:15 PM 
 

- Body Glow Class: Enjoy an interactive class learning how to create homemade body scrubs and understand their use and 

benefits. Cost: 58 MYR (14.50 USD) per person *Sunday Only, 
11:30 AM 
 

- Borneo Craftworks: With over 32 ethnic entities in Sabah, 

handicrafts lend an insight into the cultural identity and history 

of each group. Each craft is unique to their ethnicity like 

brightly hued beadwork for the Rungus while the Kadazandusun 

are notable weavers using plant fibers to make products. Try 

creating your own handicraft memento with our talented stars.  

Cost: 5 MYR (1.50 USD) per person *Saturday OR Sunday, 

3:30 PM, Duration: 1 hour 

 

Fishing Excursions 
 

Set sail in the wake of the seafaring Bajau Laut, Sabah’s marine nomads. Whether a novice or an experienced angler, these 

exhilarating experiences led by the resort’s expert guides allow you to explore the ocean’s depths aboard a charter boat. These 

seasonal activities include refreshments and can comfortably accommodate up to 6 anglers.  
 

- Deep Sea Fishing: Take a chartered trip to Mengalum Island, where history lends itself back in time to the 16th 

century and is associated with the voyage of Ferdinand Magellan across Asian waters, for a unique fishing excursion. 

Located about 20 nautical miles away, it is also the pre-designated game fishing area for the annual Sabah 

International Fishing Tournament whereby participating anglers are restricted to only fishing within 20 miles radius 

around the island. Species that can be encountered include wahoo, dorado, tuna, giant trevally, barracuda and even 

rainbow runner. Billfish like marlin and sailfish are rare but can be spotted occasionally. *Time: Depart from resort 

jetty at 7:30am | Duration:  9 hours | *One day advanced reservation required  
 

o Inclusions: Return boat transfer, trolling tackles, skirted lures and tackles for bottom fishing, packed lunch 

and mineral water  
 

o Cost: 720 MYR (175 USD) *Saturday OR Sunday 
 

 



- Leisure Fishing: A wide variety of marine and inland fishing spots offer a plethora of fish species and present the 

casual angler with an opportunity to discover one of the world's top fishing destinations. Anglers can test their skills at 

nearby island waters with depths of more than 150 meters and attempt to catch amberjacks, ruby, kerisi bali, or black 

grouper species. *Time: TBD | Duration:  3 OR 5 hours | *One day advanced reservation required | * Minimum 4 

persons 
 

o Inclusions: Return boat transfer, standard fishing equipment, bait, refreshments and mineral water for a 3 or 
*5 hour trip. *One meal and a complimentary 30 minute snorkeling session is included for a 5 hour trip 
 
 

o Cost: 3 hour trip: 300 MYR (75 USD) | 5 hour trip: 420 MYR (100 USD) *Saturday OR Sunday  

 

 

Day 4: Ferry to Mainland for Flight Home (Monday, 03/09/20) (B) 
 

A somber morning awaits as we bid farewell to Gaya Island & Borneo. After breakfast enjoy a few remaining hours in 

paradise before we board the short ferry back to the mainland and onto Kota Kinabalu International Airport (BKI), 

for our flights home. 
 

*Important: Private Ferry Departure Times TBD. We’ll be flying into AND out of Kota Kinabalu International 

Airport (BKI) on this adventure so please book your flights accordingly. The arrival time windows needed for the 

included ferry/group transfer will be sent to the group approximately 4 months before trip.  

 
 

Inclusions/Exclusions 
 

 

Accommodations  
 

 
 

 

Gaya Island: Gaya Island Resort 
 

(https://www.gayaislandresort.com/) AND ( https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g1761622-d3220118-

Reviews-Gaya_Island_Resort-Pulau_Gaya_Kota_Kinabalu_District_West_Coast_Division_Sabah.html) 

 

Bayu Villa OR Canopy Villa (https://www.gayaislandresort.com/accommodation.html) 
 

 
 

Ancient rainforest and protected mangroves surround the idyllic villas set in the hills. Spacious, tactile and modern yet 

https://www.gayaislandresort.com/
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respectful of local Sabahan elements, each accommodation uses local materials that blend harmoniously with the natural 

environment. Villa interiors are designed with a contemporary elegance and offer a variety of views including mangrove, 

canopy, tropical rainforest and the South China Sea.  
 

 

 

Our villas' amenities include comfortable bedding, a 

writing desk, a powered safe, a flat screen television with 

satellite channels, a large open en-suite bathroom with an 

oversized bathtub and two vanity units, and an outdoor 

verandah with day beds.  

 

Standard features and services in all villas: 

 

• Complimentary WiFi • Tea and coffee making facilities 

• Flat screen television with satellite channels • Powered 

safe • Minibar • Ceiling fan • Air-conditioning/ In-room 

climate control • Selection of international newspapers  

 

 

 
 

 

What’s Included? 
 

• 3 Nights/4 Days Accommodations 

• Transportation throughout   

• All-Inclusive: Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner 

Everyday(4 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 3 dinners) 

• Round Trip Ferry to/from Gaya Island 

• All privately guided tours and activities as listed in 

the itinerary (unless otherwise specified) 

• Conservation fee 

• All Entrance Fees, Transfers, & Taxes  

 

What’s Not Included? 
 

• Tips (Recommended) 

o Guides  (5-10 USD per day for guides)   

o Porters (1 USD/bag), Housekeeping (2-3 

USD per day), Boat Staff (3-5 USD per 

person)  

• Personal items & equipment  

• Costs for meals not included 

• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 

• Optional activities stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 

• International Airfare  

• Any additional transportation, camera fees, items of personal nature, etc not listed in the above itinerary 

• Travel Insurance *Highly Recommended: Email michelle@photoflytravel.com for more details 
 

*Hotels subject to change based on availability   

 

 

Price: $995.00 
 

Single Supplement: $298.00 
* For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested. 

 
Final Payment- Due 90 days prior to departure date. Credit Cards OR checks accepted. 

mailto:michelle@photoflytravel.com


 

Please go to https://www.photoflytravel.org/borneo-small-group-tours/ to secure your spot online OR mail check to 

Local Planet Travel: 
 

Local Planet Travel 

105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 

 
  

Cancellation Policy & Refunds 
 

*There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 120 days or more prior to trip 
departure date are fully refundable except for the $100.00 fee. Cancellations less than 120 days prior to trip departure 
date will receive no refund of full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour. After airline tickets are 
issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus 
new ticket price. Travel insurance strongly encouraged (ask us about policy options). 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

 
PhotoFly Travel Club 

Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 

steve@photoflytravel.com  

 

Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 
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