
 

Mystical India  
 

 
 

November 7th –November 18th 2019 
 

A 12 day journey throughout the Golden Triangle, spiritual capital of the world, most beautiful monument to love 

ever created, & one of the last places tigers roam free! Our India small group tour combines the best on & off the 

path places we can fit into a 2 week trip! From the Taj Mahal to the brilliance of Jaipur, to amazing cultures & 

spiritual extravaganzas in Varanasi, and a chance to witness & photograph tigers in their natural habitat, we’ll get 

up close and personal in a world that might as well be on another planet! 

 

 
 

Welcome to India 
 

With a history over 5000 years old and the very first civilization in the world, “The Indus Valley Civilization”, India 

is truly an ancient cultural and geological wonder.  It is the seventh-largest country by area and the second-most 

populous country with over 1.2 billion people. Ancient monuments and century’s old traditions set the backdrop for 

the world’s largest democracy. Separated from mainland Asia by the mighty Himalayas, the Indian subcontinent is 

surrounded by three large bodies of water: the Bay of Bengal in the east, the Arabian Sea in the west, and the Indian 

Ocean to the south. Without a doubt, India is arguably the most diverse country in the world on many levels! 

 

B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner 
 



Delhi (2 Nights) 
 

India’s capital and political hub is an ancient city that has something for everyone. Settled seven 

times over the centuries, this city has grown in a way that reflects its past, while retaining its 

cosmopolitan flavor. Delhi is India’s showcase, be it architecture, religion, shopping, culture – 

everything is available here waiting to be discovered. 
 

Day 1, Thursday November 7th: Arriving to the land of 1000 cultures! (No Meals) 
 

Upon arrival at the Delhi International Airport (DEL), our guide will meet us and transfer to our hotel in Delhi. The 

remainder of the day is at leisure.   
 

Tonight, we’ll reconvene for an optional arrival 

night dinner. Join our tour director for a bite or feel 

free to grab something on your own. Get some sleep 

tonight because tomorrow the adventure begins in 

the AM on our first encounter with India!  
 

Overnight ITC Welcome Dwarka  

 

*Please note you will need to arrive at Indira 

Gandhi International Airport (DEL) on 

November 7th 2019. There are many flights from 

the US which arrive in the early AM, midafternoon, 

or evening.  

 

There will be ONE-TWO group transfers 

included. Specific arrival & departure time 

windows needed to make these included transfers will be sent to the group 4 months prior to the trip. We are happy 

to help anyone find an international flight after you receive this information. If you want to book before this 

announcement that is OK, however if you arrive outside the included transfer windows you would need to make your 

own way to the hotel or we are happy to book a private transfer for you at additional cost. 

 

*If you wish to arrive a day early & catch up on jetlag, we are happy to help arrange an extra night hotel and airport 

transfer. E-mail us for more info & pricing.  
 

* If your flight is significantly delayed on November 7th, you will need to arrange your own transfer to the ITC 

Welcome Dwarka Hotel to meet up with the group.  

 

Day 2, Friday November 8th: Introducing Old Delhi (B, D)  

 

After breakfast this morning we’ll head off on an 

adventure throughout Old Delhi. First stop is 

Asia’s largest mosque, Jama Masjid. From here, 

we’ll hop on a rickshaw to take an unforgettable 

ride through the heart of Old Delhi. Our open-air 

ride allows us to savor the sights, smells, and 

sounds of this ancient city, its past so blatantly 

reflected in its present. Our local guide will take us 

through winding lanes recounting tales, anecdotes, 

and legends of a Delhi that goes back thousands of 

years. Walk through bustling streets with stops at 

the old silver market, a spice shop, and other 

vendors selling items we never even knew existed!   
 



On the way back to the hotel, we’ll drive through New Delhi to see the India Gate, built in memory of Indian 

soldiers killed during the First World War. Next up is Rashtrapati Bhawan, built in the early 20th century and today 

the official residence of the President of India. Nearby is the Parliament House, a unique circular building with huge 

colonnades. Take some nice photos at Humayun’s Tomb, the first Mughal garden tomb, with four grand gateways, 

octagonal base-plan, soaring niche-shaped arches, lofty double domes, and a symmetrical garden with its central 

canal & 70-meter high Qutub Minar, looming majestically across the wide plains of Delhi! 

Back at the hotel we’ll rest up before our welcome dinner for our first taste of real Indian food at a delicious 

restaurant nearby. 
 

 

Varanasi (2 Nights) 
 

Also known as Benaras, Varanasi is the oldest living city in the world and has 

been the ultimate Hindu pilgrimage spot for thousands of years. These few lines 

by Mark Twain say it all “Benaras is older than history, older than tradition, 

older even than legend and looks twice as old as all of them put together.” 
 

 

Day 3, Saturday November 9th: The Birthplace of 

Buddhism (B)  
 

A full breakfast will be in order before this morning’s flight 

from Delhi to Varanasi. On arrival we’ll check into the hotel 

and enjoy free time for lunch. 
 

This afternoon we’ll embark on a drive to what is considered 

the center of the Buddhist world, Sarnath. It was here that 

Buddha himself preached his very first sermon, partially 

recorded on one of its stones. Nearby is Dharmarajika Stupa, 

said to contain the bodily relics of the Buddha along with an 

outstanding museum next door. 
 

This evening will come to an end back in the ancient city, by the sacred River Ganges. As the sun sets we’ll 

experience the mesmerizing Aarti Ceremony - an ancient Hindu ritual of light and glory. A group of young priests 

perform a ritualistic ceremony commemorated to “Agni”, the Lord of Fire, amidst devotional chants and music. 

Thousands of butter lamps are lit and set afloat on the sacred Ganges. Get those cameras ready! 
 

The rest of the night is at leisure to join our tour leader for dinner or grab a bite on your own. Rest up & sleep well for 

tomorrow’s adventure to this world frozen in times long past.  
 

Overnight Rivatas by Ideal 
 

Day 4, Sunday November 10th: The Oldest Living City in the World (B) 
 

This morning we have a fantastic experience ahead of us. As the sun begins to 

greet this mystical land, we’ll already be on a boat in the middle of the Ganges 

River awaiting its rise. A delight for our photo lovers, this morning boat ride 

will be an outstanding way to see the pilgrims standing in deep-waist water to 

worship the rising sun. The early morning light is particularly inspiring and all 

the color and clamor of pilgrims bathing and performing puja unfolds before 

us! As we reach the river banks and debark the boat, we’ll begin an awesome 

photo walk along the Assi Ghat (riverbank steps). Behind the Ghats hide a 

labyrinth of narrow alleys excellent for cultural photography. We’ll arrive just 

in time to experience and photograph the hustle & bustle that’s beginning to 

emerge all around us.  
 

Real Varanasi lives inside these alleys and truly looks different than any other 

place on our planet! Beautiful people, temples and shrines, monasteries, 



cultural and religious diversity, the major old markets, real Varanasi-food, & plenty of cows and bulls are all found 

inside these alleys! No vehicles will be found here. Varanasi people do all of their business inside the alleys on foot! 
 

Along the way we’ll encounter a step well for female fertility, get up-close with traditional 'Benarasi' Saree makers, 

and witness how bio-degradable statues are made 

by the Bengali Community. See the life of the 

boatmen “Mallah Community”, and their lovely 

boats & visit the place where the famous Indian 

Epic - Ramcharitmanas was written. 
 

A stop at the Tulsi Akhara, the most famous of 

the ancient Indian “gyms” in Varanasi, puts us up 

close and personal with the fascinating sub-

culture of their timeless fitness & wrestling 

practices. Nearby is Juna Akhara, where 

Sannyasi ascetics live and practice their sacred 

tradition.  
 

We’ll soon come upon the sacred cremation 

ground of Manikarnika. One of the holiest 

among the sacred river fronts alongside the river 

Ganga. It is believed that a dead human's soul finds salvation (moksha) when cremated here. Thus, scores of the 

elderly across the whole country seek to walk up to its edges, and spend 

their last days absorbing the charisma of the ghat - which makes even 

death painless and insignificant to be pondered upon. This 

unique cremation ground will help us understand why people want to 

spend their last days in Varanasi. A fascinating experience.  
 

In a village nearby, we visit a Sanskrit school where Sanskrit (One of 

the oldest languages in the world) is still the medium of teaching. You 

can see the scholars learning about the Vedas, Upnishads & doing vedic 

recitals all in this antique language.  
 

To discover the area’s proud tradition of silk weaving, a short ride to 

Sarai Mohana Village is the best spot.  The name of this town literally 

means “weavers village” & their mastery of silk weaving is evident 

everywhere you look. The Banarasi sarees made by local weavers are 

among the finest saris in India and are known for their gold and silver 

brocade, fine silk, and opulent embroidery. 
 

Tonight is at leisure to find a great local spot for dinner on your own, or join our tour director at a charming 

restaurant to eat as a group.  
  

Overnight Rivatas by Ideal 

 

Day 5, Monday November 11th: A Medieval City Frozen 

in Time (B) 
 

This morning we’ll get on another short flight to Agra and 

check into our hotel. The remainder of the day is at leisure to 

catch up on sleep or explore the streets of Agra. Join our tour 

leader for an optional photo walk this afternoon. In the 

evening grab dinner on your own or with the group. Rest up 

because in the early morning we’ll be heading to “the 

greatest monument to love on earth”! 

 

 



Agra (1 night) 
 

Located on the banks of the River Yamuna, the city of Agra is synonymous with the Taj Mahal – one of the 
Seven Wonders of the World, renowned for its beauty and historical significance. But it was also an 

important capital city to the Mughals during their 

rule. First, Sultan Sikandar Lodi moved his capital 

from Delhi to Agra in 1506 and his son Ibrahim Lodi, 

who succeeded him, remained in power for the next 
nine years- finally being defeated by the first Mughal, 

Babur, in 1526 at the “First Battle of Panipat”. Agra 

famously became the capital of the Mughal Emperors 

from 1526 to 1658 and still remains one of the most 

visited tourist destinations in India, thanks to the 
many historical monuments the city is home to (a 

number named UNESCO World Heritage Sites). The 

city is also highly regarded for its leather goods, 

beautiful carpets, gold, silver, marble & stone 

carving, and inlay work.  
 

Overnight Crystal Sarovar Premiere 
 

Day 6, Tuesday November 12th: The Greatest Monument to Love (B, L, D)  
 

In the wee hours of the morning, a quick ride from our hotel brings us to the Taj Mahal to witness and photograph 

this masterpiece of marble, as the sun rises to bathe it’s beautiful hues over the shining stone. It was constructed by 

Emperor Shah Jahan as a mausoleum for his beloved queen Mumtaz Mahal. Completed in 1652, skilled craftsmen 

from Persia, Turkey, France and Italy, and some 20,000 laborers worked for 17 years to build this edifice. Marble 

was brought from Makrana near Jodhpur and precious stones of onyx, amethyst, malachite, lapis lazuli, turquoise, 

jade, crystal, and mother of pearl were carried from Persia, Russia, Afghanistan, Tibet and China.  

The Story 
 

Shah Jahan was a member of the Mughal dynasty that ruled most of northern India from the early 16th 

to the mid 18th-century. After the death of his father, King Jahangir, in 1627, Shah Jahan emerged the 

victor of a bitter power struggle with his brothers, and crowned himself emperor at Agra in 1628. At his 

side was Arjumand Banu Begum, better known as 

Mumtaz Mahal (“Chosen One of the Palace”), whom he 

married in 1612 and cherished as the favorite of his 

three queens. In 1631, Mumtaz Mahal died after giving 

birth to the couple’s 14th child. The grieving Shah 

Jahan, known for commissioning a number of 

impressive structures throughout his reign, ordered the 

building of a magnificent mausoleum across the 

Yamuna River from his own royal palace at Agra. 

Construction began around 1632 and would continue 

for the next two decades. The chief architect was 

probably Ustad Ahmad Lahouri, an Indian of Persian 

descent who would later be credited with designing the 

Red Fort at Delhi. In all, more than 20,000 workers 

from India, Persia, Europe and the Ottoman Empire, 

along with some 1,000 elephants, were brought in to build the mausoleum complex. 

http://www.history.com/topics/ottoman-empire


Did you know? According to one gruesome (and most likely sensational) story, Shah Jahan had his 

minions cut off the hands of the Taj Mahal's architect and his workers after the structure was 

completed, ensuring they would never build another 

of its kind. -Paraphrased from history.com 

 

After a hearty breakfast back at the hotel, we’ll drive to the 

Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary. On arrival we’ll hop on a 

bunch of rickshaws for a relaxing ride through this 

beautiful nature park. Amongst one of the finest bird 

sanctuaries on the planet, the sanctuary has now been 

designated Keoladeo Ghana National Park & a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. The name is from an old 

Hindu temple which is dedicated to Lord Shiva and remains 

at the focal point of the park.  Over 230 species of birds are 

thought to be full time residents & a total of 366 species including migratory birds, living in a mosaic of dry 

grasslands, woodlands, woodland swamps, & wetlands. These diverse habitats are also home to 379 floral species, 50 

species of fish, 13 species of snakes, 5 species of lizards, 7 amphibian species, 7 turtle species, and a variety of other 

invertebrates! Beautiful nature photography everywhere we look! 

Leaving the park, we’ll go to the nearby station to catch a train to Sawai Madhopur. Take in the sights & sounds as 

we take the rail north through the state of Rajasthan to this 260-year-old town named after its founder Sawai Madho 

Singh-I of Jaipur. Today, Sawai Madhopur is best known for Ranthambhore, a wildlife reserve where the Bengal 

Tigers thrive! This is why we’re here…  
 

 
 

Upon checking into our “jungle villas” (no pun intended), enjoy a tasty dinner with the group in anticipation of the 

exciting safaris to come! 
 

Overnight Jungle Vilas 

Sawai Madhopur & Ranthambor, Land of Tigers (3 Nights) 
 

This region of India is by far most famous 

for Ranthambore National Park, one of the few places left 

in the world where tigers roam free! Aside from being one 

of the biggest and most renowned national parks in the 

country, the region originally gained notoriety as the 

former hunting grounds for the Maharajas (kings) of 

Jaipur. Spread over an area of 245 sq miles, this is the the 

best location in India to see the majestic Bengal tigers in 

their natural habitat. These mystical creatures are not the 

only beasts to spot in the park however; Sloth Bears, 

Hyena, Indian Leopards, and a number of other 

endangered species call Ranthambore home. 



 

Day 7 & 8, Wednesday/Thursday November 13th & 14th: In Search of Tigers… (B, L, D) 
 

The next 2 days will be spent on morning and afternoon game drives similar in style to those commonly done on African 

safaris. Each early morning we’ll enjoy coffee, tea, & snacks before beginning our quest in search of tigers and other 

unique wildlife in the national park. The cooler mornings and late afternoons are when the animals are most active, 

offering the best chances of spotting and photographing them.  
 

 
 

After the exciting morning search we’ll return to the jungle villas for a hearty breakfast and some relaxation time to 

nap, enjoy the pool, or search through your camera for amazing images from the AM safari. In the mid afternoon, the 

pursuit begins again to find these incredible creatures and witness their 

beauty and importance to the local eco system & economy. Sunset and 

the best light will make for fantastic images as we explore.  
 

Each day, a delicious lunch & dinner will also be enjoyed together as 

a group.  
 

Overnight Jungle Vilas 

 

Jaipur & Udaipur (3 Nights) 
 

Day 9, Friday November 15th: Monkey Temples, Palace Forts, & 

the Pink Jewel of Rajasthan (B) 
 

After breakfast this morning we’ll say goodbye to the tigers and make our way to the “pink city”, Jaipur. En-route 

we have two incredible stops. First is Galtaji Temple. But this is not just any temple. This hindu place of worship is 

home to a large troop of macaque monkeys and has 

earned the rightful title, Monkey Temple. This beautiful 

piece of architecture is crammed in a crevice between 

two mountains is not only the preferred resting (and 

swimming!) place for the monkeys, but a sought after 

pilgrimage site for Hindu’s all over India. Amazing 

photo ops here with monkeys bathing and playing in 

the temple pools and pilgrims dressed in vibrant Hindu 

colors joyously savoring the spiritual waters 

themselves after their long journey from all the corners 

of India. 
 

Next up is a fantastic palace just outside of Jaipur. The 

palace also doubled as the fort of the 16th century 

Maharaja Man Singh I, who led Mughal Emperor 

Akbar's army. Amber Fort was declared an UNESCO World Heritage site in 2013 as part of a group of six hill forts 

in Rajasthan. The palace’s architecture is a noteworthy fusion of Rajput (Hindu) and Mughal (Islamic) styles and it 



lies amidst the hills overlooking Maota Lake. It’s no doubt the finest example of Indo-Islamic architecture in the 

region.   
 

Alas we’ll arrive in the late afternoon to Jaipur… 
 

    Jaipur 
 

    The pink jewel of Rajasthan, the capitals old 

walled section is known as the “Pink City” due 
to its light red paint (a lucky color in Hindu 

culture). Jaipur is one of India’s newer cities, 

founded in 1727, and was the creation of Jai 

Singh II, the Maharaja of the Kuchwaha 

Rajputs, who decided when Mogul power was 
on the decline to move from his outmoded hillside fortress at Amber to establish a new capital on the 

plains further south. 
 

Before checking into the hotel, a stroll through the bustling markets and bazaar is in order. Bapu & Johri Bazaar are 

not just great places to shop, but make for a great photo 

walk. The pink rustic buildings on both sides of the road 

leak the true essence of Jaipur and have, of course, earned 

the name “pink markets”.  
 

The remainder of the evening is at leisure back at our hotel. 

As always, grab dinner on your own or join our tour leader 

at a tasty restaurant near the hotel.  

 

Overnight Lemon Tree Premier Hotel 

 

Day 10, Saturday November 16th: An Idyllic Gem (B) 
 

Today we’ll hop on a short flight to Udaipur, an idyllic 

gem filled with beautiful palaces, gardens, and lakes.  
 

    Udaipur 
 

    Founded in 1568 as the capital of the old Mewar state; Udaipur was the only Rajput stronghold to uphold 

its Hindu allegiance in the face of Muslim invasion. From the late 16th century, peace brought about an 

era of renaissance in the arts and encouraged the building of beautiful palaces around the lake which 

culminated in the City Palace, one of the largest palace complexes in the world! Undoubtedly the most 

romantic city in Rajasthan, and perhaps the country! 
 

 
 

After checking into the hotel and a short rest, we’ll start the exploration at City Palace. Standing on the crest of a 

ridge overlooking Lake Pichola, the largest palace in Rajasthan was built over various historic periods yet still 



preserves the harmony of a unified design. Massive octagonal towers surmounted by cupolas serve as the flagship 

symbols of this great feat of human architecture. Inside we’ll find a labyrinth of courtyards richly decorated with 

inlaid mirror-work, galleries covered with frescos, ornate temples, and roof gardens affording a picture-perfect 

panorama below! 
 

Next up is Udaipur’s Old Town. Here the waters of Pichola Lake lap 

against the whitewashed houses as we explore the narrow alleyways and 

snap shots of the former palace of the Maharaja. Picturesque havelis (carved 

mansions), ghats, and old temples also line the banks, whilst the bustling 

bazaars of the old walled city stretch behind. But the highlight here is, no 

doubt, Jagdish Temple. Right in the heart of old town, this place of Hindu 

worship was built in the mid-17th century, has three stories, and is a wonder 

of architecture with beautifully carved pillars, decorated ceilings, painted 

walls, and lush halls. A remarkable bronze statue of Garuda, the mythical 

bird, facing his revered master Lord Vishnu represents the heart of the 

space. The spire of the main temple is 80 feet high and dominates the 

skyline of Udaipur. This shikhar (spire) is festooned with sculptures of 

dancers, elephants, horsemen, and musicians making it a fantastic subject to 

photograph.   
 

The narrow streets of the bazaar surrounding the temple mark the perfect 

place to continue on for fantastic cultural photos and perhaps a little 

shopping! The remainder of the evening is on our own to explore, rest, or 

grab dinner with the group.   
 

Overnight Udai Kothi Boutique Hotel 

 

Day 11, Sunday November 17th: On the Temple Trail! (B, D) 
 

This morning we’ll head outside of Udaipur to check our a couple stunning temples. Nagda Temple is an ancient site 

at the foothills of the Aravali range with ruins dating from the 6th century A.D. Today it is renowned more for the 

intricately carved Sahastrabahu Temple popularly known as Sas-Bahu that date back to the 9th - 10th century A.D. 

The interesting architecture and elaborate carving are also well displayed the magnificent toran (archway). Some 

great macro and close up photography is all around 

here.  
 

Next we make our way to Eklingji Temple. One of the 

most famous temples of Rajasthan, it’s located in the 

town of Eklingji (Kailashpuri) from which it gets its 

name and is dedicated to Lord Shiva of the Hindu 

religion. Built in 734 A.D., Eklingji has been the center 

of the Mewar region’s rulers ever since the impressive 

structure was finished. Over the centuries, the temple 

has been ravaged by the attacks of Mohammedans but 

has now been repaired and restored by subsequent kings 

to prevent the beautiful remnants from being 

obliterated.  
 

This afternoon we’ll come back to Udaipur for a peaceful boat ride on Pichola Lake. The steel blue waters of the 

magnificent, albeit artificially created lake of the 14th century are often calm as can be, and make for the perfect, 

relaxing experience after our day on the “temple trail”. Don’t forget to take some great images of the white phantom 

Jag Nivas Palace, built in 1746 as the summer residence of the rulers, reflecting off the calm waters.  
 

Tonight we’ll celebrate our incredible journey together throughout the ancient lands of India at a beautiful restaurant 

with a fantastic feast to match!  
 

Overnight Udai Kothi Boutique Hotel 



 

Day 12, Monday November 18th: (B) 
 

A lazy morning awaits with a big breakfast before we head to the airport 

and begin our journey home from this special part of the world with so 

much living history. We’ll have until lunch time to enjoy the hotel, rest, 

or explore more of the shops and bazaars of Old Town.  
 

On arrival in Delhi, we’ll transfer from the domestic to international 

airport for our evening international flights home. Since India is really 

like 100 countries packed into 1, we’re sure you’ll want to experience 

some of the other gems this great land has to offer and we’re excited to 

create new journeys here for years to come!  

 

* Please note you will need to depart from Indira Gandhi 

International Airport (DEL) on November 18th 2019 no earlier than 

7:00 PM .  
 

*There are many flights from the US which depart in the evening after 

this time period.  
 

We are happy to help arrange an extra night hotel and airport transfer 

if you wish to depart the next day instead.  E-mail us for more info 

& pricing.  
 

 

 

India Inclusions/Exclusions 
 

 

Accommodations:  

 

Delhi: ITC Welcome Dwarka (https://www.itchotels.in/hotels/new-delhi/welcomhoteldwarka.html)   

 

Varanasi: Rivatas by Ideal (http://www.rivatas.com/)  

 

Agra: Crystal Sarovar Premiere (https://www.sarovarhotels.com/crystal-sarovar-premiere-agra/) 

 

Ranthambore: Jungle Vilas (http://junglevilas.com/)  

 

Jaipur: Lemon Tree Premier (https://www.lemontreehotels.com/lemon-tree-premier/jaipur/bani-park-

jaipur.aspx) 

 

Udaipur: Udai Kothi Hotel (https://www.udaikothi.com/) 

 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 

 

Included: 
 

• 11 nights/12 days accommodations at charming hotels & B&Bs throughout 

• Breakfast Everyday 

• Welcome & Farewell Dinner  

• 5 Dinners, 3 Lunches  

• Unlimited bottled mineral water/dry & wet tissues during overland drives 

• 4 Domestic Flights (700 USD Value!) 

• Air Conditioned, Luxury Vehicles Throughout (Except for Leh where temperatures are much colder) 

• Private India expert drivers/guides throughout 

https://www.itchotels.in/hotels/new-delhi/welcomhoteldwarka.html
http://www.rivatas.com/
https://www.sarovarhotels.com/crystal-sarovar-premiere-agra/
http://junglevilas.com/
https://www.lemontreehotels.com/lemon-tree-premier/jaipur/bani-park-jaipur.aspx
https://www.lemontreehotels.com/lemon-tree-premier/jaipur/bani-park-jaipur.aspx
https://www.udaikothi.com/


• All privately guided tours & activities as listed in the itinerary 

• All Ground and Water Transfers  

• Bell Boy/Porter Gratuities Included Throughout 

• Taxes, Tickets, & Entrance Fees as listed in the itinerary 
 

Not Included:  
 

• International Airfare- We are happy to help you find a good flight as always! (Arriving and departing from the 

Indira Gandhi International Airport (DEL) *See itinerary above for arrival/departure times needed  

• Items of a personal nature 

• Visa & related charges (Info on how to apply see below) 
 

o http://traveltips.usatoday.com/visa-quickly-india-40408.html  

o https://www.in.ckgs.us/  
 

• Airport taxes 

• Camera fees *optional and sometimes required to photograph certain sites  

• Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 

• Costs for any meals not included 

• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 

• Any additional transportation, items, entrance fees, etc not listed in the above itinerary 

• Tips for drivers/guides/housekeeping: (Recommended 5.00-7.00 USD per person per day for guides, 3.00-6.00 

USD per person per day for drivers, 2.00-4.00 USD per day for hotel staff) 

 

 

Price: $2895.00  

Single Supplement: $695.00 *LIMITED Single Supplements Available 

 

*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is 

requested. 
 

Please go to https://www.photoflytravel.org/india-small-group-tours/ to secure your spot OR 

mail check to Local Planet Travel: 
 

Local Planet Travel 

105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 

 

Cancellation Policy & Refunds 
 

There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 120 days or more prior to trip 
departure date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations less than 120 days prior to trip departure 
date will receive no refund of full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour. After airline tickets are 
issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee 
plus new ticket price. Travel insurance strongly encouraged (ask us about policy options) 
 

*Hotels subject to change based on availability 

 
 

 

PhotoFly Travel Club 

Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 

steve@photoflytravel.com  
 

Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 

http://traveltips.usatoday.com/visa-quickly-india-40408.html
https://www.in.ckgs.us/
https://www.photoflytravel.org/india-small-group-tours/
mailto:steve@singlesbythebaytravel.com
http://www.photoflytravel.org/
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	*Please note you will need to arrive at Indira Gandhi International Airport (DEL) on November 7th 2019. There are many flights from the US which arrive in the early AM, midafternoon, or evening.
	There will be ONE-TWO group transfers included. Specific arrival & departure time windows needed to make these included transfers will be sent to the group 4 months prior to the trip. We are happy to help anyone find an international flight after you ...
	*If you wish to arrive a day early & catch up on jetlag, we are happy to help arrange an extra night hotel and airport transfer. E-mail us for more info & pricing.
	* If your flight is significantly delayed on November 7th, you will need to arrange your own transfer to the ITC Welcome Dwarka Hotel to meet up with the group.
	Day 2, Friday November 8th: Introducing Old Delhi (B, D)
	After breakfast this morning we’ll head off on an adventure throughout Old Delhi. First stop is Asia’s largest mosque, Jama Masjid. From here, we’ll hop on a rickshaw to take an unforgettable ride through the heart of Old Delhi. Our open-air ride allo...
	On the way back to the hotel, we’ll drive through New Delhi to see the India Gate, built in memory of Indian soldiers killed during the First World War. Next up is Rashtrapati Bhawan, built in the early 20th century and today the official residence of...
	Back at the hotel we’ll rest up before our welcome dinner for our first taste of real Indian food at a delicious restaurant nearby.
	Varanasi (2 Nights)
	Day 3, Saturday November 9th: The Birthplace of Buddhism (B)
	A full breakfast will be in order before this morning’s flight from Delhi to Varanasi. On arrival we’ll check into the hotel and enjoy free time for lunch.
	This afternoon we’ll embark on a drive to what is considered the center of the Buddhist world, Sarnath. It was here that Buddha himself preached his very first sermon, partially recorded on one of its stones. Nearby is Dharmarajika Stupa, said to cont...
	This evening will come to an end back in the ancient city, by the sacred River Ganges. As the sun sets we’ll experience the mesmerizing Aarti Ceremony - an ancient Hindu ritual of light and glory. A group of young priests perform a ritualistic ceremon...
	The rest of the night is at leisure to join our tour leader for dinner or grab a bite on your own. Rest up & sleep well for tomorrow’s adventure to this world frozen in times long past.
	Overnight Rivatas by Ideal
	Day 4, Sunday November 10th: The Oldest Living City in the World (B)
	This morning we have a fantastic experience ahead of us. As the sun begins to greet this mystical land, we’ll already be on a boat in the middle of the Ganges River awaiting its rise. A delight for our photo lovers, this morning boat ride will be an o...
	Real Varanasi lives inside these alleys and truly looks different than any other place on our planet! Beautiful people, temples and shrines, monasteries, cultural and religious diversity, the major old markets, real Varanasi-food, & plenty of cows and...
	Along the way we’ll encounter a step well for female fertility, get up-close with traditional 'Benarasi' Saree makers, and witness how bio-degradable statues are made by the Bengali Community. See the life of the boatmen “Mallah Community”, and their ...
	A stop at the Tulsi Akhara, the most famous of the ancient Indian “gyms” in Varanasi, puts us up close and personal with the fascinating sub-culture of their timeless fitness & wrestling practices. Nearby is Juna Akhara, where Sannyasi ascetics live a...
	We’ll soon come upon the sacred cremation ground of Manikarnika. One of the holiest among the sacred river fronts alongside the river Ganga. It is believed that a dead human's soul finds salvation (moksha) when cremated here. Thus, scores of the elder...
	In a village nearby, we visit a Sanskrit school where Sanskrit (One of the oldest languages in the world) is still the medium of teaching. You can see the scholars learning about the Vedas, Upnishads & doing vedic recitals all in this antique language.
	To discover the area’s proud tradition of silk weaving, a short ride to Sarai Mohana Village is the best spot.  The name of this town literally means “weavers village” & their mastery of silk weaving is evident everywhere you look. The Banarasi sarees...
	Tonight is at leisure to find a great local spot for dinner on your own, or join our tour director at a charming restaurant to eat as a group.
	Overnight Rivatas by Ideal
	Day 5, Monday November 11th: A Medieval City Frozen in Time (B)
	This morning we’ll get on another short flight to Agra and check into our hotel. The remainder of the day is at leisure to catch up on sleep or explore the streets of Agra. Join our tour leader for an optional photo walk this afternoon. In the evening...
	Agra (1 night)
	Located on the banks of the River Yamuna, the city of Agra is synonymous with the Taj Mahal – one of the Seven Wonders of the World, renowned for its beauty and historical significance. But it was also an important capital city to the Mughals during t...
	Overnight Crystal Sarovar Premiere
	Day 6, Tuesday November 12th: The Greatest Monument to Love (B, L, D)
	In the wee hours of the morning, a quick ride from our hotel brings us to the Taj Mahal to witness and photograph this masterpiece of marble, as the sun rises to bathe it’s beautiful hues over the shining stone. It was constructed by Emperor Shah Jaha...
	The Story
	Shah Jahan was a member of the Mughal dynasty that ruled most of northern India from the early 16th to the mid 18th-century. After the death of his father, King Jahangir, in 1627, Shah Jahan emerged the victor of a bitter power struggle with his broth...
	Did you know? According to one gruesome (and most likely sensational) story, Shah Jahan had his minions cut off the hands of the Taj Mahal's architect and his workers after the structure was completed, ensuring they would never build another of its ki...
	After a hearty breakfast back at the hotel, we’ll drive to the Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary. On arrival we’ll hop on a bunch of rickshaws for a relaxing ride through this beautiful nature park. Amongst one of the finest bird sanctuaries on the planet, the...
	Leaving the park, we’ll go to the nearby station to catch a train to Sawai Madhopur. Take in the sights & sounds as we take the rail north through the state of Rajasthan to this 260-year-old town named after its founder Sawai Madho Singh-I of Jaipur. ...
	Upon checking into our “jungle villas” (no pun intended), enjoy a tasty dinner with the group in anticipation of the exciting safaris to come!
	Overnight Jungle Vilas
	Sawai Madhopur & Ranthambor, Land of Tigers (3 Nights)
	Day 7 & 8, Wednesday/Thursday November 13th & 14th: In Search of Tigers… (B, L, D)
	The next 2 days will be spent on morning and afternoon game drives similar in style to those commonly done on African safaris. Each early morning we’ll enjoy coffee, tea, & snacks before beginning our quest in search of tigers and other unique wildlif...
	After the exciting morning search we’ll return to the jungle villas for a hearty breakfast and some relaxation time to nap, enjoy the pool, or search through your camera for amazing images from the AM safari. In the mid afternoon, the pursuit begins a...
	Each day, a delicious lunch & dinner will also be enjoyed together as a group.
	Overnight Jungle Vilas
	Jaipur & Udaipur (3 Nights)
	Day 9, Friday November 15th: Monkey Temples, Palace Forts, & the Pink Jewel of Rajasthan (B)
	After breakfast this morning we’ll say goodbye to the tigers and make our way to the “pink city”, Jaipur. En-route we have two incredible stops. First is Galtaji Temple. But this is not just any temple. This hindu place of worship is home to a large t...
	Next up is a fantastic palace just outside of Jaipur. The palace also doubled as the fort of the 16th century Maharaja Man Singh I, who led Mughal Emperor Akbar's army. Amber Fort was declared an UNESCO World Heritage site in 2013 as part of a group o...
	Alas we’ll arrive in the late afternoon to Jaipur…
	Jaipur
	The pink jewel of Rajasthan, the capitals old walled section is known as the “Pink City” due to its light red paint (a lucky color in Hindu culture). Jaipur is one of India’s newer cities, founded in 1727, and was the creation of Jai Singh II, the...
	Before checking into the hotel, a stroll through the bustling markets and bazaar is in order. Bapu & Johri Bazaar are not just great places to shop, but make for a great photo walk. The pink rustic buildings on both sides of the road leak the true ess...
	The remainder of the evening is at leisure back at our hotel. As always, grab dinner on your own or join our tour leader at a tasty restaurant near the hotel.
	Overnight Lemon Tree Premier Hotel
	Day 10, Saturday November 16th: An Idyllic Gem (B)
	Today we’ll hop on a short flight to Udaipur, an idyllic gem filled with beautiful palaces, gardens, and lakes.
	Udaipur
	Founded in 1568 as the capital of the old Mewar state; Udaipur was the only Rajput stronghold to uphold its Hindu allegiance in the face of Muslim invasion. From the late 16th century, peace brought about an era of renaissance in the arts and enco...
	After checking into the hotel and a short rest, we’ll start the exploration at City Palace. Standing on the crest of a ridge overlooking Lake Pichola, the largest palace in Rajasthan was built over various historic periods yet still preserves the harm...
	Next up is Udaipur’s Old Town. Here the waters of Pichola Lake lap against the whitewashed houses as we explore the narrow alleyways and snap shots of the former palace of the Maharaja. Picturesque havelis (carved mansions), ghats, and old temples als...
	The narrow streets of the bazaar surrounding the temple mark the perfect place to continue on for fantastic cultural photos and perhaps a little shopping! The remainder of the evening is on our own to explore, rest, or grab dinner with the group.
	Overnight Udai Kothi Boutique Hotel
	Day 11, Sunday November 17th: On the Temple Trail! (B, D)
	This morning we’ll head outside of Udaipur to check our a couple stunning temples. Nagda Temple is an ancient site at the foothills of the Aravali range with ruins dating from the 6th century A.D. Today it is renowned more for the intricately carved S...
	Next we make our way to Eklingji Temple. One of the most famous temples of Rajasthan, it’s located in the town of Eklingji (Kailashpuri) from which it gets its name and is dedicated to Lord Shiva of the Hindu religion. Built in 734 A.D., Eklingji has ...
	This afternoon we’ll come back to Udaipur for a peaceful boat ride on Pichola Lake. The steel blue waters of the magnificent, albeit artificially created lake of the 14th century are often calm as can be, and make for the perfect, relaxing experience ...
	Tonight we’ll celebrate our incredible journey together throughout the ancient lands of India at a beautiful restaurant with a fantastic feast to match!
	Overnight Udai Kothi Boutique Hotel
	Day 12, Monday November 18th: (B)
	A lazy morning awaits with a big breakfast before we head to the airport and begin our journey home from this special part of the world with so much living history. We’ll have until lunch time to enjoy the hotel, rest, or explore more of the shops and...
	On arrival in Delhi, we’ll transfer from the domestic to international airport for our evening international flights home. Since India is really like 100 countries packed into 1, we’re sure you’ll want to experience some of the other gems this great l...
	* Please note you will need to depart from Indira Gandhi International Airport (DEL) on November 18th 2019 no earlier than 7:00 PM .
	*There are many flights from the US which depart in the evening after this time period.
	We are happy to help arrange an extra night hotel and airport transfer if you wish to depart the next day instead.  E-mail us for more info & pricing.
	India Inclusions/Exclusions
	Accommodations:
	Delhi: ITC Welcome Dwarka (https://www.itchotels.in/hotels/new-delhi/welcomhoteldwarka.html)
	Varanasi: Rivatas by Ideal (http://www.rivatas.com/)
	Agra: Crystal Sarovar Premiere (https://www.sarovarhotels.com/crystal-sarovar-premiere-agra/)
	Ranthambore: Jungle Vilas (http://junglevilas.com/)
	Jaipur: Lemon Tree Premier (https://www.lemontreehotels.com/lemon-tree-premier/jaipur/bani-park-jaipur.aspx)
	Udaipur: Udai Kothi Hotel (https://www.udaikothi.com/)
	*Hotels subject to change based on availability
	Included:
	Not Included:
	Price: $2895.00
	Single Supplement: $695.00 *LIMITED Single Supplements Available
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