
All Inclusive Kenya Migration Safari 

 

July 3rd – July 12th 2019 

Our great migration safari in Kenya last year was truly incredible and we’ve negotiated an 
unbeatable price again! Awesome additions and improvements to the itinerary will put us in 
Kenya during the BEST time of year! Amazing photography opportunities of the the diverse 
landscapes in East Africa and, of course, the incredible African wildlife at that peak of their 
activity. Why? Because July is during the height of the GREAT MIGRATION into the Masai 
Mara! This is when over 1.5 million wildebeests & 300,000 zebra & antelope travel with their 
young from Tanzania to Kenya. In July the plains will be FILLED TO THE BRIM with these 
animals and their iconic predators (lions, leopards, crocodiles, & more)! 
 

All Inclusive: (B-breakfast, L-lunch, D-dinner) 
 
Day 1, Wednesday July 3rd: Arrive Nairobi (No Meals) 
 
Upon arrival at Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta International Airport we’ll be picked up and 
brought to our hotel, Sarova Panafric. For those that arrive by lunchtime we’ll have the 

option to visit the African Fund for 
Endangered Wildlife, a non-profit 
that runs the Giraffe Center just 
outside of town (extra cost applies 
for transfers & entrance fee).  
 
The remainder of the day is at leisure 
to rest up and prepare for our safari 
adventure of a lifetime! Feel free to 
grab dinner at the hotel or join our 
tour leader for a fun night out at the 
famous, open air restaurant 
Carnivore (not included). 
 

Overnight at Nairobi Sarova Panafric Hotel  
 



*Depart USA Airport à Nairobi International Airport (NBO) to arrive on July 3rd 
2019. 
 
* Arriving a day early on July 2nd is a great way to catch up on jet lag and be fresh by the 
time we begin safari. We highly recommend considering this option. E-mail 
steve@photoflytravel.com to request.  
 
 
Pre-night Sarova Panafric Hotel July 2nd (breakfast & airport transfer included): 
 
Price: 179.00 USD Double Occupancy/ 249.00 Single Occupancy  
 
 
Day 2, Thursday July 4th:  The Safari Begins… (B, L, D) 
 

Aberdares National Park: Ringed by the chill and misty moorlands of the 
third highest mountain range in Kenya, the atmospheric Aberdares 
National Park was dubbed ‘Scotland with Lions’ by the early colonialists. 
As well as lions, the park also offers elephants, lichen-hung forests, 
spectacular waterfalls and 
trout-filled streams. Fantastic 
lodges fill the park with 
unparalleled views of Mt 
Kenya, the second highest 
mountain in Africa, and the 
sparkling lakes of the Great 
Rift Valley! 

 
After breakfast we’ll have an 
orientation on what’s to come 
throughout the week before departing 
for the central highlands, along the 
Great Rift Valley, to the beautiful Aberdares National Park. Our first stop is on the 
fringes of the park for lunch at the beautiful Aberdare Country Club.  

 
From here we’ll board specially outfitted, off-road vehicles and head inside to park to our 
unique hotel, The Ark. En route, we’ll have a chance to see and photograph herds of 
buffaloes, elephants, warthogs, baboons, hyenas, and on rare occasions the leopard! 
 

 
 

“Set in the heart of the Aberdare National Park, this unique game lodge 
overlooks a floodlit waterhole and salt lick which attracts a host of wildlife 
- elephant, rhino, leopard, bushbuck and occasionally an elusive bongo or 
giant forest hog. Resembling and named after Noah's Ark, The Ark 
comprises three decks from which numerous balconies and lounges provide 
superb vantage points for game viewing. A ground level bunker provides 



excellent photographic opportunities and takes you closer than you would 
believe possible to the animals.” 

 
After checking in, experience the 
action down at the watering hole 
before tea and coffee are served. At 
5 pm, we’ll watch and photograph 
in wonder the feeding of the birds 
on The Ark bridge.   
 
Before dinner, our host gives 
an interactive talk where we can ask 
questions and get answers about the 
local fauna and animals.  
 

Going to bed early does not mean missing the action. Guests have been known to stay up 
all night watching the wildlife. If you do want to go to bed, during the night our resident 
ranger stays on watch and will buzz your room if an interesting animal comes to the 
water hole: One ring for Elephant, two rings for Rhino, three rings for Leopard, and four 
rings for other unusual sightings 
like the Giant Forest Hog. The 
choice is yours – and you can 
turn the buzzer off if you like! 
 
Overnight at The Ark  
 
Day 3, Friday July 5th: Road 
Trip Across the Equator to the 
“Rugged Three”  
(B, L, D) 
 
After breakfast we’ll head north 
to 'Born Free' country where Joy 
and George Adamson raised Elsa the lion cub in the wild and beautiful Shaba National 
Reserve, which along with Buffalo Springs is part of the area known as 'Samburu'. We 
arrive in time for lunch at the luxurious Sarova Shaba Lodge, built around natural 
springs and offers an oasis of green in the beautiful but harshly arid landscape. The lodge 
is located high above the Shaba Game Reserve and cleverly incorporates the beautiful 

natural springs as one of its special features, also 
making it the perfect base from which to explore the 
reserve. Relax, stuff our bellies, and take a dip 
among the virtual mini forest of indigenous trees, 
fish pond, and large free form swimming pool!  
 
The Rugged Three: Beautiful natural 
springs and lush green in the middle of an 
otherwise arid landscape, these rugged and 
remote wildlife reserves provide some of the 
best and most colorful game viewing in the 
country. Truly off the path because it’s 
virtually cut off to all but those with access to 
a 4 wheel drive vehicle or an aircraft, it’s 
wonderfully free from the crowded traffic of 
the Masai Mara. 



 
This afternoon we embark on our first game drive to discover the unique wildlife of the 
Shaba National Reserve, most famous for its elephants and lions. Uncompromisingly 
rugged yet vividly beautiful, Shaba was once the home of Joy Adamson of ‘Born Free’ 
fame. Discover surprisingly good game viewing and amazingly diverse birdlife drawn by 
small permanent springs in the south.  

*Wildlife in the park: Common sightings of 
elephant and lion will be at the top of our list 
during this “photographic hunt” along with 
Kenya’s ‘northern five’; oryx, Reticulated 
Giraffe, gerenuk, Grevy’s Zebra, and Lesser 
Kudu. 
 
Return to the lodge after sunset in time to 
relax before dinner at their restaurant raised 
on timbered stilts, overlooking the Ewaso 
Nyiro River. 
 
Overnight at Sarova Shaba Lodge  
 
Day 4, Saturday July 6th: Safari in 
Samburu (B, L, D) 
 
Today we spend all day on safari in the 
neighboring Samburu National Reserve 
(morning game drive, lunch back at the 
lodge, afternoon game drive).  

 
Named after the Samburu tribe of Kenya known for their unique culture, pastoral, and 
nomadic way of life, Samburu has kept a beautifully natural and tranquil essence. With 
the Uaso Nyiro River running through the reserve, a large number of game animals flock 
to the banks, home to a massive population of Nile crocodile waiting “in the wings”! 
 
Samburu is home to numerous hippo and crocodiles and offers sanctuary to large herds of 
elephant, healthy numbers of plains 
game, Reticulated Giraffe, rare 
Beisa Oryx, kudu, and Long-
necked Gerenuk. It is also one of 
the few reserves where we can 
observe and photograph the 
Grevy’s Zebra (rare, endangered, 
and much less common than 
Burchell's Zebra found all over 
Sub-Saharan Africa). With great 
luck, we may come across the 
critically endangered wild dog as 
well. Let’s not forget over 100 
species of birds and the rare, blue-
shanked Somali ostrich! 
 
Enjoy dinner back at the lodge this 
evening and relax under the stars & 
sounds of the wild night. If we’re lucky, we can watch & photograph a Nile Crocodile 
feeding at the banks of the river, right in front of the grounds!  



Overnight at Sarova Shaba Lodge  
 
Day 5, Sunday July 7th: The Pink Lake (B, L, D) 
 
This morning we head back south toward the Masai Mara. Our incredible destination 
today is Lake Nakuru where we’ll arrive in time for lunch at the Sarova Lion Hill 
Lodge. The grounds enjoy sweeping views across the lake, and a panoramic view of the 
pink shoreline created by millions of flamingos will astonish our eyes and cameras! 
 

 
 

Lake Nakuru National Park: Small in size but high in wildlife, Nakuru is 
the most famous of the Great Rift Valley lakes, and the ideal stopover en-
route to the Masai’s great migration. Perhaps most famous as the home to 
a shifting population of over one million flamingos, it’s also Kenya’s first 
and largest rhino sanctuary; sightings of both black and white rhino almost 
guaranteed! 

 
We embark this afternoon on 
safari where, aside from the 
majestic rhinos, we’ll have the 
best chance to spot the elusive 
leopard! Other wildlife includes 
lions (often in the trees!), 
hippos, the rare Rothschild’s 
Giraffe, Colobus Monkey, & 
numerous plains game. Oh 
yeah, and 450 species of birds! 
 
Overnight at Sarova Lion Hill 
Lodge 

 
Day 6, Monday July 8th: Onto the Masai! (B, L, D) 
 
After breakfast we’ll finally make our way to the most revered park in East Africa, the 
world-famous Masai Mara National Reserve.  
 

Masai Mara National Reserve: World renowned for the breathtaking 
spectacle of ‘the greatest wildlife show on earth’, the awe inspiring annual 
migration of the wildebeest, the Mara is Kenya’s most visited protected 
area. Technically an extension of Tanzania’s legendary Serengeti National 
Park, the Mara constitutes only 4% of the entire Serengeti ecosystem but its 
rolling grasslands, meandering rivers, and towering escarpments offer one 
of the world’s most rewarding and evocative wildlife arenas. Of all the 



places to experience & photograph the ”Big Five” in their natural stomping 
grounds, the Mara stands alone as king of the parks.   

 

     
  

(Above) Big Five: Elephant, Rhino, Leopard, Lion, and Cape Buffalo 
 
We arrive in time for lunch at the luxury tented Fig Tree Camp. The camp is located on 
the banks of the Talek River in the world famous Maasai Mara National Reserve. Fig 
Tree is situated on the northern border of the national reserve and its central location 
makes all areas of the park accessible during game drives. A pool, two bars, dinning 
room, open-air dinning area, and tree house coffee deck are just some of the luxuries 
we’ll enjoy in the middle of the bush! 
 

Morning & Afternoon Game Drives: The creatures of the bush are most 
active in the morning & early evening hours, taking the middle of the day 
to find shade and stay cool. Our 2 days here will be spent with early morning 
and late afternoon game drives with ample time in between for lunch, a dip 
in the pool, cocktails, and a cat nap (no pun intended). 
 
We’ll be here during the migration months when the rolling plains around 
the camp are teeming with wildebeest, gazelles, and zebras. The camp is 
situated right in the center of their migration path! 

 
Our first game drive in Kenya's most popular reserve will take place this afternoon. 
Arrive back in camp in time for a hot shower, campfire cocktails, and dinner in the 



Isokon Restaurant, overlooking the 
main pool with a backdrop of the 
beautiful forest cover that 
surrounds us. 
 
Overnight at Fig Tree Camp  
 
Day 7, Tuesday July 9th: The 
Hunt is On in the Mara (B, L, D) 
 
Today we spend the whole day on 
safari in Africa's richest wildlife 
viewing arena. The Mara hosts 

Kenya's largest lion prides and elephant 
herds. Other predators include leopard, 
cheetah, and spotted hyena; while in the 
Mara River you will see fat pods of hippo 
and huge Nile crocodiles! 
(morning/afternoon game drives today with 
lunch at the camp in between) 
 
Other wildlife: giraffe, gazelle, zebra, 
buffalo, and over 550 species of birds. 
Spend the evening in camp where a 
colorful Masai dance and cultural 
performances are offered nightly.  
 

 
 

 
Optional Sunrise Hot Air Balloon over the Masai Mara! 

RSVP ASAP: Space Extremely Limited 
 

A hot air balloon ride is one of the most amazing ways to experience the Maasai Mara. 
They’re ideally suited in the open, treeless plains allowing many of the animals to be seen 
from the air and viewed from an altitude of several  

 

 



thousand feet. The savannah scenery is breath-taking. Balloon safaris take off just before 
dawn so that you are high 
above the plains in time for 
sunrise. Flights last for 
approximately one hour 
drifting wherever the air 
current takes you. Once 
back on terra firma, the 
flight is celebrated with a 
glass of champagne and a 
breakfast in the bush. 
 
As this is a wilderness area 
contiguous with the 
Serengeti National Park of 
Tanzania, with free-ranging 
wildlife that is not fenced in, we of course cannot guarantee what we will fly over and 
what we will see during a particular flight. However, we typically see a good diversity of 

animals, and it is likely 
you will spot elephants, 
giraffes, various antelope 
species, and ostriches from 
the balloon. Many of our 
guests also see hyenas, 
lions, and cheetahs, and 
ballooning is one of the 
best ways to search for the 
elusive black rhino, of 
which there are less than 
40 in the Mara. Depending 
on the day’s flight path, 
you may also drift along 
one of the rivers and see 
hippos and crocodiles. 

The Experience:  
 

On the day of your balloon flight, one of our custom safari vehicles will 
collect you from your camp or lodge at around 5AM to drive you to the 
launch site. You will arrive at the launch site by 6AM, and can enjoy a cup 
of coffee or tea while you watch the balloons being prepared for take-off. 
You will then meet your pilot, who will give you a safety briefing as well as 
explain what you can expect during your flight. There are basic toilet 
facilities available at the launch site. 
 

 



 
You will then be loaded into your balloon basket for take-off just before 
sunrise, at about 6:30AM. The flight will last approximately one hour, 
depending on wind conditions, and the balloon will land between 7:30 and 
7:45AM.  
 
Upon landing, you can observe the complete deflation of the balloon 
envelope. Our vehicles will then transport you on short game drive to 
breakfast set up on the picturesque savannah plains of the Mara, typically 
under the shade of a single acacia tree. You will sit down to a full 
continental breakfast Kenyan style, but not before celebrating with a 
champagne toast (or two) of bubbly! 

 
What’s Included: 
 

• 1 hr sunrise hot air balloon 
• Round trip transportation  
• National Park Entrance Fees 
• Full Continental Breakfast w/ 

champagne toast 
 

Price: 475.00 USD  
 
* Space is extremely limited and 
sells out fast this time of year. Please 
e-mail us ASAP if you wish to 
reserve a spot (full payment will be 
needed at time of reservation) 
 
Payment by credit/debit card (email to request, 3% processing fee added) OR mail check 
to Local Planet Travel: 
 
Local Planet Travel        
105 Swallowtail Pl 
Greenville, SC 29607    
 

 

Overnight at Fig Tree Camp 
 

Day 8, Wednesday July 10th: Deeper Into the Mara… 
(B, L, D) 
 
We’ll enjoy one more early morning game drive, 
followed by breakfast at Fig Tree Camp before checking 
out and moving deeper into the Masai Mara!  
 
From here, we begin another game drive en route to the 
secluded Mara Leisure Camp.  This remote & 
uniquely situated luxury camp is also on the banks of the 
Talek River overlooking the mottled plains of the 
Maasai Mara. Set in what is considered Kenya’s prime 
wildlife area, Mara Leisure Camp is located at the 
confluence of the Masai Mara’s four wildlife viewing 
areas, and considered one of the most spectacular 
locations in the entire Masai Mara Game Reserve! 



About Mara Leisure Camp: Awaken at daybreak to the sight of baboons looking for a 
meal outside your tent or elephants perched precariously on the steep banks of the nearby 

river, gashing apart trees for their 
luscious bark. Crocodiles keep a lazy 
eye out for careless, thirsty visitors and 
hippos peek at you, almost entirely 
submerged in the water. These are our 
experiences during our stay at Mara 
Leisure Camp.  
 
 Morning & Afternoon Game 
Drives: The next two days will 
be spent similar to Sarova Mara 
Camp but with even more off the 
path safaris right along a main 

migration route across the Talek River. If we’re really lucky, this will be 
the best chance to witness a river crossing and capture photographs of a 
lifetime, National Geographic style! 

 
Tonight we enjoy dinner the spacious, open sided 
dining area to maximize views. As we head back to 
our tented camp after a long, wondrous day in the 
bush, a Maasai escort will walk us with a torch and 
watchful bush skills to safely turn us in for the night. 
Fall asleep to the sounds of mighty elephants 
trumpeting, majestic lions roaring, or perhaps 
cunning hyenas laughing at some inside joke… 
 
Overnight Mara Leisure Camp 
 
Day 9, Thursday July 11t : The Final 
Photography Hunt (B, L, D) 
 
Today is our last in the magical Mara and we’ll head 
out on morning and afternoon game drives as usual, 
searching specifically for any wildlife we might not 
have witnessed yet.  
 
During lunch, we’ll have the opportunity to visit a 
local Masai Village. Encounter the iconic & colorful 
culture of these fascinating people. With a glimpse 

into the lives of the semi-nomadic Masai, 
we’ll get a sense of the unique 
traditions still practiced today along with 
some awesome images! (Optional-Price 
TBD) 
 
Let’s celebrate this journey of a lifetime 
tonight during our final night dinner in the 
African bush! 
 
Overnight Mara Leisure Camp 

 
 



Day 10, Friday July 12th: Farewell to Africa, for now… (Breakfast Only) 
 

After breakfast at the camp, we bid 
farewell to the Masai Mara and begin 
our journey back to Nairobi via the 
Great Rift Valley, passing the 
dormant volcano Mount Longonot, 
and lakes Elmenteita and Naivasha 
on the way. We arrive back in 
Kenya's bustling capital city in the 
early afternoon & our safari guides 
will drop us off at Nairobi’s 
International Airport (NBO) in time 
for our evening departure flights 
home.  
 
*Depart home from Jomo Kenyatta Internationa Airportl (NBO) on July 12th 2019. 
Earliest Departure Flight time allowed will be sent to the group 4 months prior to 
departure date.  
 
*At this time, any flights departing after 6:30 PM are ok to book. DO not book your 
flights before this time until you receive our final announcement as you risk missing 
your flight. 
 
 
Post-night Option July 13th: 
 
Sarova Panafric Hotel (located outside city center):  
 
Price: 189.00 USD Double Occupancy/ 259.00 Single Occupancy 
 

OR 
 

5 Star Sarova Stanley (in the heart of the city): 
 
Price: 239.00 USD Double Occupancy/ 335.00 Single Occupancy 
 
Includes: Breakfast & airport transfer  
 
 

Price & Inclusions Below… 
Accommodations: 

Nairobi: Sarova Panafric Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g294207-
d305107-Reviews-Sarova_Panafric-Nairobi.html) 

 

Aberdares National Park: The Ark (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-
g303974-d471891-Reviews-The_Ark-Aberdare_National_Park_Central_Province.html)  



 

Samburu: Sarova Shaba Lodge (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g2399475-
d615089-Reviews-Sarova_Shaba_Game_Lodge-
Shaba_National_Reserve_Eastern_Province.html)  

   

Lake Nakuru: Sarova Lion Hill Lodge (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-
g303975-d505971-Reviews-Sarova_Lion_Hill_Game_Lodge-
Lake_Nakuru_National_Park_Rift_Valley_Province.html)   

 

 

Masai Mara:  



Fig Tree Camp:  http://www.maasaimara.com/entries/fig-tree-camp & 
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g294209-d602300-Reviews-
Fig_Tree_Camp-Maasai_Mara_National_Reserve_Rift_Valley_Province.html)  

  

Tipilikwani Mara Camp (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g294209-d803932-
Reviews-Tipilikwani_Mara_Camp_Masai_Mara-
Maasai_Mara_National_Reserve_Rift_Valley_Province.html)  

   

*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

What’s Included: 

• Accommodation as stipulated in the itinerary  
• Local English speaking safari guides throughout 
• All guided tours, morning/afternoon game drives, & activities 

as listed in itinerary 
• Specialized safari vehicles with pop-up roof for easy game 

viewing & photography 
• On safari accessories in each vehicle: - First-aid kit, wildlife 

books, a pair of binoculars, & fire extinguisher.  
• Meals as indicated in the itinerary (beverages not included) 
• All transfers & meet and greet services 
• All Government taxes and levies 
• All National Park Entrance Fees as indicated in itinerary 

 



 

What’s Not Included: 

• All items of personal nature e.g. telephone call bills, fax/email bills etc.  
• Tips and gratuities (guide(s), porters, etc).  Budget approx. $ 2.00 per person per day for 

lodge and hotel staff, $ 1.00 per bag for porters and 
$10.00 - $ 12.00 per person per day for guide) 
• Alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks with meals 
• International flight and departure taxes 
• Laundry services 
• Any other item(s) not included in our itinerary 
• Visa Fees (currently US$ 50.00 per passport 
holder). 
• Travel insurance: Travel insurance 
will be offered to all participants 2 
months prior to the trip. *Feel free to 
contact us anytime if you want to book 

and receive coverage information before it is sent out.  

 

Visa Requirements: 
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/kenya.html  

A passport and visa are required for entry into Kenya. While single-entry visas are 
currently still available upon arrival at Kenyan airports, Kenya Immigration plans to end 
visas upon arrival at some point in the future.  Therefore, all travelers are strongly 
encouraged to apply online through the e-visa process. Immigration has instituted a new 
visa policy whereby all visitors must obtain visas by using  a new online system: 
www.ecitizen.go.ke  
 

 
Price: $3495.00   
* Single Supplement: $950.00  
 
Refundable Deposit: $600.00 
 
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single 
occupancy is requested. 
 
Go to: http://www.photoflytravel.org/kenya-safari-photography-adventure/ to sign up! 
 
OR mail check to Local Planet Travel: 

 
Local Planet Travel 
105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 
 
 

Fine Print 
 

All Travel Arrangements handled and booked by Local Planet Travel Services, LLC (CST # 2101181-40) 



Your payment for a reservation on this trip constitutes consent and acknowledgement of all the provisions 
in this Fine Print below. Make sure you read the information and call with any questions and to sign up for 
this trip. Per our tour operator, hotels are always subject to change based on availability.  
 
Final Payment- due 90 days prior to departure date.  Credit Cards via paypal or checks 
are accepted. Pay online via paypal here: http://www.photoflytravel.org/kenya-safari-
photography-adventure/ 
 
Checks are preferred to avoid paying the 3% paypal fee. Please make checks out to Local 
Planet Travel and mail to: 

 
Local Planet Travel 
105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607  
 

Cancellation Fees and Refunds:  All cancellations must be in writing.  At any time of 
your cancellation there will be a Local Planet Travel Services $100 administrative fee. 
Cancellations made 130 days or more prior to departure date are fully refundable except 
for the $100 administrative fee. Cancellations less than 130 days prior to departure date 
will receive no refund of full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour.   
After airline tickets are issued, airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are 
usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new ticket price. Travel 
insurance is highly recommended! Travel insurance will be offered to all 
participants but feel free to contact us anytime if you want the coverage information 
before it is sent out.  
 
 

 
 

PhotoFly Travel Club 
Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 
joinus@photoflytravel.com  

 
Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 

 


