
 
Iceland Uncovered  

 

 
 

September 18th – 25th 2019 
 

& North Iceland’s Geothermal Wonderland Optional Extension 
 

  
 

September 25th – September 28th 2019 
 
Our Iceland small group tours are one of a kind, built from scratch with a local team of experts. With a small, 
intimate group as always, we’ll explore the country in specially outfitted 4-wheel drive Mercedes Sprinters, which 
allow us to go off road to Iceland’s hidden treasures & off the path gems while the big bus tours are stuck on the 
main roads & typical tourist viewpoints with no clue what they’re missing! 
 
B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner 
 
*A Route Map of each day is located at the very end of this document… 

 
 
 
 



Part 1: Iceland Uncovered 
 

 
 

September 18th – 25th 2019 
 

Day 1, Wednesday September 18th: Arrive to the Land of the Vikings (D) 
 
Upon arrival at the Reykjavík International Airport (KEF), our 
local guide will pick us up to begin a stunning road trip filled 
with Iceland’s indescribable beauty.  
 
The adventure begins the second we step off the plane with a 
visit to the world famous Blue Lagoon to soak up its healing 
waters after our long flight, and get some awesome photos of 
the bright blue water against its extraordinary lava 
surroundings. 
 
The Blue Lagoon was formed in 1976 during operation at the 
nearby geothermal power plant. In the years that followed, 
people began to bathe in the unique water and apply the silica 

mud to their skin. People with psoriasis noticed an incredible improvement in their condition. The water temperature 
is 37-40°C (98-104°F) year-round and the lagoon contains 9 million liters of water. It’s miraculously self-cleansing – 
renewing itself every 40 hours! No wonder it’s now considered one of the Wonders of the World.  
 
After ample time for photographs, and of course, a 
soothing soak in the lagoon, we make our way 
into Reykjavík. Before checking into the hotel, 
we’ll visit Hallgrimskirkja Church. The 
country’s tallest & by far most domineering 
church is amazing to photograph inside and out. It 
was designed by architect Guðjón Samuel in 
1937, whose work was inspired by his fascination 
with the interesting shapes and forms created 
when lava cools into basalt rock. The Lutheran 
church’s interior is fairly plain, presumably 
designed this way on purpose to accentuate 
its most stunning feature, the massive 5275 pipe 
organ! We’ll be treated with a must-see view of 
the city by taking an elevator up the 250 ft. high 
tower (great panoramic photo ops here!).  
 



The rest of the afternoon will be at leisure to relax or take a stroll through the colorful streets of this island country’s 
capital. Tonight, we’ll reconvene for an arrival night dinner celebration to start the adventure off with a delicious 
seafood buffet showcasing traditional food with Icelandic ingredients. 
 
 
Overnight Reykjavík at Hilton Nordica Hotel 

 
*Please note you will need to arrive at 
Reykjavík International Airport (KEF) no 
later than 8:00 AM on September 18th 2019. 
* Most flights from the US arrive in the early 
AM, however we strongly recommend arriving 
a day early on September 17th to prepare for 
unexpected delays & ensure you arrive in time 
for our 1st full day of adventure below.. We are 
happy to help arrange an extra night hotel 
and airport transfer if you wish to arrive a day 
early. E-mail us for more info & pricing.  
 
* If your flight is significantly delayed on 
September 18th, you will need to arrange your 

own transfer to the Blue Lagoon OR hotel in Reykjavík to meet up with the group. 

 
Sudhurland Region (The South) 

 
This regions diverse landscape boasts some of the most interesting and 
photogenic sights in Iceland, including two national parks: Þingvellir (Thingvellir) 
and Skaftafel. “From wonderful waterfalls, to great glaciers, the South has it all. 
With the Golden Circle route, connecting Þingvellir, Gullfoss (“Golden Waterfall”) 
and Geysir,” some of the country’s most picture worthy sites can be seen in a single 
day! Further east along the breathtaking coastline, you will find Skógafoss 
Waterfall, Jökulsárlón Glacial Lagoon, & Vatnajökull Glacier, and that’s just 
scratching the surface of Sudhurland’s natural wonders.” – icelandontheweb.com 

 
Day 2, Thursday September 19th: The Golden Circle (B)  
 



Today we embark on the most famous road trip in all of Iceland, “The Golden Circle”. Filled with breathtaking 
waterfalls, spewing geysers, volcanic craters, stunning national parks, and not too far from the capital; it’s no wonder 
this ring of beauty tops the must do list.  
 
First stop is the Geysir Geothermal Area where we’ll witness the Strokkur Geyser, shooting a column of water up to 

98 ft. in the air every 4-8 minutes in a thrilling 
display of nature’s force. Next up is Gulfoss 
Waterfall, one of Iceland’s most famous and 
you’ll soon see why. The name translates to 
“Golden Falls” created by the river Hvítá 
where thousands of tons of icy water thunder 
down in a double-fall tumbling and plunging 
into a crevice some 105 ft. deep! After some 
awesome shots of the geyser & falls (bring 
your tripods!), a stop for a quick bite to eat is 
in order (not included) before moving onto to 
the next gem.  
 
Witness and photograph the historical and 
geological wonder that is Thingvellir 
National Park. It’s here that the American 
and Eurasian tectonic plates are pulling apart 
at a rate of just a few centimeters per year. 

This park, near the largest lake in the country, is famous for primarily two reasons; first, its the site of the world’s 
oldest democratic parliament founded in 930 A.D., & second, its beautiful canyon has been magically created by the 
geological phenomenon of earth’s tectonic plates described above. This areas combination of natural phenomena and 
historical significance make it inseparable from the 
fabric of Icelandic national life. 
 
Our last adventure today takes us to Kerid Volcanic 
Crater, composed of photo-worthy red volcanic rock. 
It’s 180 ft. deep, 560 ft. wide and 885 ft. across! A 
small, shallow lake fills this collapsed crater 
and is striking with its shimmering, opaque and 
aquamarine colors surrounded by the red crater walls; 
a truly excellent contrast of colors. There’s also a 
patch of deep, green moss on one side of the the steep-
walled crater perfect for capturing an eerie image.  
 
Our first full day ends with dazzling images in our 
minds and camera’s settling in to our beds back in 
Reykjavík. But first, grab a bite to eat on your own, or 
join our tour leader to eat as a group at one of the best 
spots in town… 
 
Overnight Reykjavík at Hilton Nordica Hotel 
 
 
Highlands Region  
 

A paradise for nature lovers, hikers, photographers, geologists, volcanologists 
and all travelers seeking authentic adventures, the Highlands are fully accessible 
only by 4×4 drive vehicles (and are) characterized by some of Iceland’s most 
awe-inspiring, beautiful and “otherworldly” landscapes… High mountains with 
huge craters, majestic glaciers, stark rocky deserts, volcanoes, mountain lakes, 



immense lava fields, black volcanic sands, moraines and unbridged rivers 
dominate this region. But, hidden in the Highlands, you can also find lush green 
oases in remote valleys, as well as geothermal hot springs areas.” – 
icelandontheweb.com 

 

 
Day 3, Friday September 20th: To the Highlands of Landmannalaugar (B, L)  

 
After we fill our bellies at breakfast, a journey to the Highland Region 
takes us to the bizarrely incredible Landmannalaugar. One of Iceland’s 
most awe-inspiring places, the colorful rhyolite mountains are among 
its main characteristics with their varying textures, shapes and sizes.  Be 
amazed by the diversity everywhere we turn on a 1-2-hour hike 
throughout this alien landscape. 
 
Hike Difficulty: Moderate, 2.7 Miles (1.5-2 Hrs) 
 
*Disclaimer: If you are not a hiker, please expect more than a flat walk. 
There will be consistent inclines, declines, and uneven terrain including 

rugged lava throughout. Good balance is a must and we highly recommend bringing a walking stick. If you wish to 
opt out of this hike, you can wait by the visitor center picnic area. 
 

 
 

* Bigger version of above map here: 
http://www.landmannalaugar.info/Design/Kort2005/Map2005Landmannalaugar.pdf AND 
http://www.landmannalaugar.info/map2005/Map-Landmannalaugar2005-2-2.pdf  
 
The last stop today is the ominous sounding Ljotipollur Explosion Crater. Ironically, Ljotipollur translates to “Ugly 
Puddle”, the last thing you would say to describe this beautiful, mile wide caldera. The vibrant, red crater walls 



contrast wonderfully with the deep blues of the lake at the bottom. Certainly worthy of some photographs like her 
little sister we encountered yesterday (Kerid Volcanic Crater). Rest up this evening because our adventure is just 
getting started!  

 
Overnight in Southeast at Glacier Lagoon Hotel  

 
 
Day 4, Saturday September 21st: Waterfalls, Glaciers, & Iceberg Lagoon! (B)  
 
This morning we traverse toward the southeast coast 
with epic photo stops throughout Vatnajokull National 
Park along the way. This is Western Europe’s largest 
national park and also home to the continents largest 
glacier (of the same name), & also the largest in the 
world outside the Arctic Zones! After numerous 
viewpoints of the glacier we come to the awe-inspiring 
Skaftafell area, a green oasis set between glaciers, and 
formally worthy of its own national park before being 
incorporated into Vatnajokull.  
 
If there is one thing that put Skaftafell on the map, it’s 

Svartifoss 
Waterfall (Black Falls). With water tumbling 100 ft. over the edge, the falls 
are bordered on both sides by tall black basalt columns, resembling the pipes of 
a giant organ! Truly unique, our friends at home will be awed by the pictures we 
show back home! *A moderate, 1hr hike is required to reach the falls from the 
visitor center.  
 
Hike Difficulty: Moderate, 2.8 Miles (2 Hrs) 
 
*Disclaimer: If you are not a hiker, please expect more than a flat walk. There 
will be consistent inclines on the way their and consistent declines on the way 
back with uneven terrain throughout. Good balance is required and we highly 
recommend bringing a walking stick. If you wish to opt out of this hike, you can 
wait by the visitor center picnic area untilt he rest of the group returns. 
 
Optional Glacier Hike:  Svínafellsjökull is a breathtaking outlet glacier fed 
from Vatnajökull glacier, and the scenery and views are simply stunning. 
We trek safely through a wonderland of glacial ice sculptures, meandering 
through ice ridges and deep crevasses with an expert glacier guide. Before the 
adventure, our guide will teach us how to use basic glacier equipment like 

crampons and ice axes required to navigate the ice. (Optional) 
 
Price & Sign Up Details: TBD (Sent out approx. 2 months prior to trip) 



 
 

Austerland Region (The East) 
 

In just a few words, East Iceland can be 
characterized by “picturesque fishing towns, 
hauntingly beautiful fjords, steep mountains, 
highland farms, villages, forests, clear mountain 
streams, bird cliffs, columnar basalt formations, 
and vast expanses (and) has most of what makes 
Iceland so unique… The landscapes of this area 
are contrasting, strikingly beautiful with many 
mountainous fjords along the eastern coast, 
while the Vatnajökull (Vatnajokull) icecap is the 
dominant feature in the south-east with its 
famous Jokulsarlon glacier lagoon.” – 
icelandontheweb.com This is also the only region to discover reindeer in the 
wild.  
 

 
Last stop today will be a real highlight to remember forever. Jökulsárlón Glacial Lagoon is an eye-catching natural 
wonder with blue, white, turquoise, and black streaked icebergs shifting and creaking about in an icy dance on this 
815 ft. deep lagoon (considered the deepest in Iceland). These 1,000-year-old chunks floating out to sea are the 

remains of the retreating Oraefajokull Glacier. A wander along the 
lagoons black pebble beach in search of great photos of the crystal 
clear, “mini icebergs” resting on the shore will be a must. 
Experiencing this magical place would not be complete without a 
Glacier Lagoon Boat Cruise. We’ll float among the huge icebergs 
of Jökulsárlón to get up and close for all sorts of fantastic 
viewpoints. We can even taste the 1000 year old ice, and if we’re 
lucky, might catch some shots of seals. Our local guide will 
explain the fascinating geology and history of the lagoon along the 
way.  * We have an option to upgrade to a Zodiac Raft which can 
get up close and personal to these icy giants for a wider variety of 
vantage points for photos. * Standard boat tour above is included 

in trip cost.  
 
Zodiac Upgrade Price: TBD (Sent out approx. 2 months prior to trip) 
 



Tonight, enjoy dinner at our hotel before catching some Zzzz’s. Tomorrow, we make our way back to the Sudhurland 
with some unforgettable stops en route toward the Vesturland (west). 

 
Overnight in Southeast at Glacier Lagoon Hotel *pending availability 
 
Day 5, Sunday September 22nd: Ethereal Black Sand Beaches, Massive Waterfalls, & A Spectacular Canyon 
(B, L) 
 
Eat your Icelandic breakfast this morning because we’re going to 
need it for the 370 step climb to the top of Skogafoss Waterfall. 
Our reward is an awe-inspiring view over south Iceland’s 
coastline in front of a 200 ft waterfalls thundering veil pouring 
down in front of us. Get close enough and we’ll be enveloped in a 
cloud of spray, sound, and refracted light (be careful with your 
camera’s!). Legend has it that a Viking named Thrasi hid his 
hoarded gold under the falls… 
 
Arguably, Iceland’s most spectacular canyon awaits us at the next 
stop. Natures wild creation, known by the locals as 
Fjadrargljufur Canyon, stretches 1 mile along the Fjaðrá River. 
We’ll take an easy, paved ridge trail and follow the canyon for its 
entire length, stopping for photos along the way. In just 2.5 miles, 
the variety of viewpoints to capture excellent landscape images is amazing! 
 
Hike Difficulty: Easy, 2.5 Miles (2 Hrs) 
 

*Disclaimer: If you are not a hiker, please expect more than a flat walk. 
There will be consistent uneven terrain with some paved paths 
throughout. Good balance and walking stamina is important. Overall, 
this is an easy hike without many consistent inclinse or declines. 
 
Next up is a true natural wonder and a feast for our eyes & cameras. At 
the black sand beach in Vik, “The Needles” astounding rock 
formations & Reynisfjara Beach’s black sands are nothing short of 
impressive! The beach itself has been ranked one of the ten most 
beautiful non-tropical beaches in the world! Reynisdrangar (translates 
to “The Needles”), lies at one end with unique basalt sea stack 
formations. According to legend, the Reynisdrangar Needles were 
formed when two trolls were trying to drag a three-masted ship to land, 
but when daylight broke they turned to stone. 215 ft. above sea level at 
their highest, “The Needles” bizarre formations make an excellent frame 
for some stunning photos! This will also be the perfect place for a picnic 
lunch (included) before continuing west.  



 
It seems as though a day is not complete if you don’t see at least 2 waterfalls when traveling in Iceland. Not to worry, 
the impressive Seljalandsfoss Waterfall will make a perfect end to the day. Fed by melting water from the famed, 
glacier-capped Eyjafjallajokull Volcano, this powerful waterfall cascades into a pretty meadow but is best known for 
the walking path that runs behind its curtain of water where we can enjoy a truly unique viewpoint for some 
interesting photographs right around the golden light before sunset!  
 
Our hotel is not too far from this special 
place for a stopover night in the small 
town of Hella before reaching the West 
Region… 
 
Overnight Hella at VOS Hotel  
 
 
 
Vesturland Region (The West) 
 

“Geographically close to 
Reykjavík, yet far, far 
away in sentiment, West 
Iceland is a splendid 
microcosm of what Iceland 
has to offer. Yet many tourists have missed the memo, and you’re likely to 
have remote parts of this wonderful region to yourself.” – Lonely Planet 
 
The enormous area consists of fjords, valleys, glaciers, volcanoes, and 
craters, and is also where most of the Icelandic sagas with their heroes took 

place. In the West the 
water flows from the 
earth in every form, 
from sparkling cool 
mineral water to 
Europe’s voluminous 
hot springs. Every 
kind of volcano can 
be found here, and 
the clearest sign is 
the perfectly formed 
crater of 
Snæfellsjökull with its 
glacial cap at the 

summit.  
 



The region is comprised mostly by the the 55-mile-
long Snaefellsnes Peninsula. Experience “a world of 
diversity. Friendly towns and villages, spectacular 
mountains, a multitude of bird species nesting on 
treacherous cliffs, beaches of sand and pebbles, (and) 
remnants and relics scattered here and there of times 
and ways of life long past.” – Visit West Iceland 
 
 
Day 6, Monday September 23rd: Diversity in the West (B)  
 
Today begins with a short stop at Ytri-Tunga Beach. If we’re lucky a large 
seal colony will still be hanging out and posing for photos (bring those 

telephotos!).  
 
We continue to the picturesque harbor village of Arnarstapi, home to magnificent basalt rock formations stacked 
along her sea cliffs. After wandering around the cliffs and capturing some great shots, we’ll take an easy hiking trail 
linking this settlement to the nearby town of 
Hellnar (Hike Difficulty: 1 hr mostly flat 
along sea cliffs). Along the way lies 
Gatklettur Arch Rock, a cliff defined by its 
unique circular arch. Gatklettur shows how 
distinctive wave action has eroded the rocks 
into arches and beautiful swirled patterns 
just waiting to be photographed! 
 
The charming little village of Hellnar 
awaits at the end of the coastal hike. For 

centuries, Hellnar was among the largest fishing villages beneath the Snaefellsjokull ice cap. The village is home to 
one of Iceland’s most peculiar caves, Badstofa, unique for the way light enters and bounces off its colorful interior. 
We’ll overnight here; the perfect base to explore the gems of Snaefellsnes. 
 
 
Overnight in Snæfellsnes at Hotel Arnarstapi 
 
 



Optional Late Night Northern Lights Exploration 
at Kirkjufell Mountain & Waterfalls 
 
For those interested, we’ll arrange a transfer during 
the best time in the night to potentially witness the 
extraordinary “Northern Lights”. Kirkjufell 
Mountain & Waterfalls is the chosen spot and this 
location is nothing short of epic. If you want a chance 
at capturing photographs, a tripod is an absolute 
must. 
 
Price: TBD (Sent out approx. 2 months prior to trip) 
 
*If you’re not into late night adventures, the entire 
group will be visiting here either way the following 
day. 

 
 
Day 7, Tuesday September 24th: Snæfellsnes National Park (B, D)  
 
Most of today will be spent exploring Snæfellsnes National Park. Undoubtedly, her crowning jewel is 
Snæfellsjökull Glacier itself, which covers a dormant volcano that last erupted in 250 AD.  

 
First stop is the iconic Kirkjufell Mountain & 
Waterfalls, surrounded by fjords teeming with herring 
and orca whales. It’s actually an extinct volcano and the 
symbol of the Snaefellsnes Peninsula. A hefty stream 
and small waterfall can be found not far from the 
mountain where those who ventured out last night in 
search of the Aurora Borealis (Northern Lights) will 
recognize but with new curiosity in the daylight. The 
best photographs can be taken by capturing the falls & 
crystal clear water in the foreground, and the majestic 
mountain in the background. We’ll do our best to arrive 
in perfect time for the excellent golden light after 
sunrise. 

 
Djúpalónssandur Beach is the next stop, one of 
Snaefellsne’s most interesting natural wonders. 
This picturesque beach is covered with countless, 
little black stones shaped by the 
constant pounding of waves, ocean, and 
wind. We take a short walk down Nautastígur 
Path (Path of the Bull) through a lava field with 
massive lava formations. The walk is 
arguably even more beautiful than the beach 
itself and Snaefellsjokull Volcano towering 
above adds a dramatic element to the entire 
landscape so unique to Iceland. A short stop for a 
light lunch will be followed by a road trip along 
the peninsula with photo stops at secluded 
fishing villages like Grundarfjordur before 
making our way back to Reykjavík.  
 



Tonight we celebrate the first part of this astounding journey during a final night feast, and bid farewell to those who 
will not be continuing onto the North Region’s optional extension.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Optional Guided Vatnhellir Lava Tube Cave Adventure 

 
Visit an impressive lava cave on Snæfellsnes Peninsula and go on a journey 100 ft below the surface. The lower 
section of the ancient cave was hidden from the outside world for thousands of years and can now be reached by 
a long and narrow staircase! 

 
The cave itself is an 8000 year old lava tube created by a 
volcanic eruption from a nearby crater. As the lava rushed 
down the hill in a lava river it began to cool on the surface, 
creating a crust on top of the lava river. As the eruption 
stopped, all the lava from underneath this crust continued 
to drain out and eventually left behind an empty tube that 
gradually cooled down.  
  

During the tour you reach 2 different sections of the cave 
by staircases. The upper section has great features and 
unique formations of lava statues curved on the sides of 
the lava tube. In the lower part of the lava cave you will 
experience total silence and total darkness when your 
guide switches off the light.  

 
Price: TBD (Sent out approx. 2 months prior to trip) 
 
Duration of the Tour: Approx. 1 hour 
Requirements for the tour: Good walking shoes, warm clothing recommended 
Included: Lava cave tour, English speaking guide, helmet, flashlight 
 
Overnight Reykjavík at Hilton Nordica Hotel 
 

 
Day 8, Wednesday September 25th: Encounter Reykjavík (B) 

 

Reykjavík: The country’s capital is filled with great museums, Viking history, 
food, nightlife, and lookouts with sweeping views of the sea and surrounding 
foothills. “Reykjavík is a city of bold contrasts: it is both cosmopolitan and small-
town; vibrant and sophisticated; young-at-heart and yet full of history…With a 
population of 120,000, Reykjavík is not a whirlwind metropolis. Few skyscrapers 
grace the skyline, traffic jams are rare and faces are familiar. But don’t be 



deceived—a steady beat of energy and events keeps the city alive and pulsing with 
excitement…downtown, in the city’s museums, galleries, theaters, cafés, and 
swimming pools, busy locals bustle about with a seemingly inexhaustible energy.” 
– Iceland Tourism Board 

 

 
 

Before heading home or catching our flight to the north (see extension details below), we use this morning to explore 
the capital by foot. This will be a delightful experience with much to see, including old style wood-framed houses, 
clad in colorful corrugated-iron, and mixed with a creative collection of postmodern architecture. Witness the lively 
atmosphere in Reykjavík’s old harbor area & stroll along the many historic trails winding through the streets and 
alleys . 
 
Departing from Reykjavík International Airport (KEF), some of us bid farewell to the land of fire and ice, while 
the rest head north to a geothermal wonderland! (see extension option below) 
 
*Please note, the included airport transfer times will be announced approximately 4 months prior to the trip 
departure date. If you wish to book your flights prior to this announcement and you do not depart within the needed 
time windows, we are always happy to help you arrange a private transfer to the airport for your specific departure 
flight home. 
 
Keep in mind, you must not depart before 2:00 PM in order to participate in the AM activities on our final day.  

 

The Adventure doesn’t have to end here!  
 

Join our North Iceland Extension below to be blown away by a geothermal 
wonderland & the best chance to witness and photograph the Northern Lights!  

 
 

Iceland Inclusions/Exclusions  
 

Accommodations: 

Reykjavík: Hilton Nordica (https://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/iceland/hilton-reykjavik-nordica-
KEFHFHI/index.html)  

Southeast Region: Fosshotel Glacier Lagoon (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g612424-d9460707-
Reviews-Fosshotel_Glacier_Lagoon-Vatnajokull_National_Park_East_Region.html)   

2. Hella: VOS (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g608875-d12494416-Reviews-Hotel_Vos-
Hella_South_Region.html)   



3. Snæfellsnes: Hotel Arnarstapi (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g12873242-d12715516-Reviews-
Arnarstapi_Hotel-Arnarstapi_West_Region.html)  

*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

Included: 
 
• 7 nights/8 days accommodations at charming hotels & B&Bs in excellent locations 
• Breakfast Everyday 
• Welcome & Farewell Dinner + 1 lunch & 4 more Dinners throughout 
• Private Iceland expert driver/guide throughout 
• 4×4 custom rigged Mercedes Sprinters  
• All privately guided tours and activities as listed in the itinerary 
• All Ground and Water Transfers  
• Taxes, Tickets, & Entrance Fees included as listed in the itinerary 
 

Not Included:  
 

• International Airfare- We are happy to help you find a good flight as always! (Arriving and 
departing from the Reykjavík International Airport (KEF) (Arrival/Departure times needed 
TBD)  

• Items of a personal nature 
• Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 
• Costs for any meals not included 
• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 
• Any additional transportation, items, entrance fees, etc not listed in the above itinerary 
• Tips for driver/guide/hotel staff/porters: (Recommended 12.00-18.00 USD per person per 

day for driver/guide, 3.00-6.00 USD per person per day for lodge and hotel staff, $1.00 per 
bag when/if using porters) 
 

 
 
Price: $3695.00  
Single Supplement: $759.00 *LIMITED Single Supplements Available 

 
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested. 
 
Please go to http://www.photoflytravel.org/iceland-small-group-tours/ to secure your spot OR mail check to 
Local Planet Travel: 

 

Local Planet Travel 
105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 
 
 

 
Cancellation Policy & Refunds 

 

There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 125 days or more prior to trip start 
date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations made less than 125 days prior to trip start date will 
receive no refund of full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour. After airline tickets are issued, 
airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new 
ticket price. 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 
 

Optional Part 2: North Iceland’s Geothermal Wonderland 
 

 



 
 
 

September 25th – September 28th 2019 
 
 “Iceland’s mammoth and magnificent north is a geologist’s heaven. A wonderland of moonlike lava fields, belching 
mudpots, epic waterfalls, snowcapped peaks and whale-filled bays – this is Iceland at its best. The region’s top sights 
are variations on one theme: a grumbling, volcanically active earth. There are endless treats to uncover…” – Lonely 
Planet  
 

 
Did we mention we’ll be here during an ideal time 
to see the mysterious Northern Lights (Aurora 
Borealis)? The North Region is closest to the Arctic 
Circle and the best chance we’ll get. (Of course no 
guarantees, but 3 nights here will up our odds 
greatly!)  

 
B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner 
 
*A Route Map of each day is located at 
the very end of this document… 
 
 
 
Nordurland Region (The North), and the Diamond Circle… 
 



Loaded with marvelous “Diamonds”, this magnificent circuit in Iceland’s northeast is the perfect 
compliment to the more popular “Golden 
Circuit” in the South. Hot springs, 
gargantuan canyons, surging waterfalls, 
and intriguing volcanic formations are just a few 
of the features our cameras will get giddy for! 
 
Day 8, Wednesday September 25th: Akureyri, 
Gateway to the North (B) 
 
After our morning of exploring Reykjavík, we’re off to 
the airport for our domestic flight to Akureyri (included). 
This small city in north Iceland was rated #1 in Lonely 
Planet’s “Best Places in Europe 2015” and we’ll spend a 
few hours here to find out why. 

 

 
Less visited Akureyri, sits on the north coast under snowcapped peaks at the head of Iceland’s 
longest fjord. It’s Iceland’s second biggest urban area, and while you shouldn’t expect a big-city 
vibe (the population is only 18,000), this easy-going place has more buzz than anywhere outside 
of Reykjavík…Expect cool cafes, quality restaurants, (and) a handful of art galleries, a far cry 
from other rural Icelandic towns…” -Lonely Planet 

 
A walking tour through town will take us to the beautiful church, Art Trail with interesting pieces around town 
center, and the botanical gardens (time pending). 
 

 
 

Leaving town we’ll make our way toward Lake Myvatn and the surrounding geothermal phenomena. A stop at 
Goðafoss Waterfall cannot be missed. The closest translation for this beauty is ‘The Waterfall of the Gods”, 
and at 100 ft. wide with water flowing along a semicircular rim, it falls 40 ft. into the foaming pool below; worthy for 
the Gods, & our cameras! 

 

 

Lake Mytvan: With the ominous peaks of Mt. Hverfjall and 
Krafla volcano as a backdrop, Lake Myvatn has a 
surprising serenity that is ideal for light hiking. The ground 
near the shoreline is mostly flat, with a few rolling hills, 
unusual craters, and hidden surprises along the way like 
the Grjotagja Cave with underground bathing springs!”  -
icelandtravel.is Rare birds abound, the lake is believed to 
to harbor more species of duck than any other place in the 
world! It is truly a microcosm of all the natural wonders 
Iceland has to offer. 
 

 



 
 
On arrival at Mytvan we’ll check into the hotel and the remainder of the day will be at leisure. Join our tour leader 
tonight to scout a good landscape spot in search of the Northern Lights over the lake (walking distance from hotel)! 
 
Overnight Lake Mytvan at Fosshotel  
 
Day 9, Thursday September 26th: The “Dark Fortress” & 
Geothermal Wonderlands (B)  
 
After breakfast this morning our first stop takes us to 
Pseudocraters of Skutustadagigar. Formed by gas explosions 
when boiling lava flowed over these wetlands, the craters are a 
real site to photograph. These protected, natural wetlands are 
also an excellent area for birdwatchers and we’ll spend an hour 
wandering the alien landscape. 
 
Moving on we encounter the chaotic lava fields of 
Dimmuborgir. “The Dark Fortess” is the most common translation for these incredible lava formations created 
thousands of years ago, and will spark our imagination of the mangled forms that lie within. As lava cooled following 
an eruption, nature formed strange pathways, stacks, chimneys, tubes, and towers scattered across the lava field. 
We’ll navigate our way throughout this eerie, yet stunning landscape with our cameras snapping around every corner! 

 
A short, but awesome stop for photos will take us 
underground to the Grjotagja Cave & hot springs. 
Even though the vibrant blue hot springs are off limits 
for swimming, bring your tripods to capture some 
ethereal images as light from outside bounces off 
steam floating off the hot water. 
 
At last, we’ll arrive at Mt. Namafjall and her 
Geothermal Wonderland. At the foothills of this 
spectacular volcanic mountain, gigantic mud craters 
surrounded by colorful sulfur crystals, boiling mud 
pots, steam vents, and other geological 
wonders thrive.  Need we say more? 
 

From here we continue onto Krafla Volcano & her beautiful Viti Crater. The 6-mile-long and 1-mile-deep cauldron 
stands on the edge of the Eurasian and American tectonic plates. Even though the caldera has collapsed, it’s still 
extremely active with a total of 29 recorded eruptions, most recently in the 1970s. Three mesmerizing sites occupy 
this area:  1. Leirbotn are vivid blue hot streams, bizarre sci-fi architecture, and the photogenic plumes of this 
geothermal power station which make the approach to 
Krafla almost as exotic as the volcanoes themselves, 2. 
Víti Maar, the crater described above with an opaque, 
teal green lake smiling for our cameras, and 3. 
Leirhnjúkur: steaming sulphuric terrain 
with multicolored, lava field landscapes to top off the 
views from the crater.  
 
Overnight Lake Mytvan at Fosshotel  
 
Day 10, Friday September 27th:  Europe’s Largest 
Waterfall & A Massive Canyon! (B)  
 
Our last full day in the north will be spent completing 
the “Diamond Circle” road trip. We start with 
Dettifoss. Europe’s largest & most powerful waterfall! “Referred to by some as ´The Beast’ in comparison to ‘The 



Beauty’ of Goðafoss, this monstrous behemoth of a waterfall is guaranteed to steal your breath away. Set within 
stark, rocky surroundings with bone-shatteringly sheer drops on either side, there couldn’t be a more fitting 

backdrop for such untethered natural power” – 
visithusavik.com 8,000 cubic ft. of water plunges over the 
edge every second, the greatest volume of any waterfall in 
Europe! The fact that it’s also 150 ft high and 330 ft wide is 
almost an afterthought. There will be a number of great 
viewpoints where we can take in and photograph this natural 
wonder. 
 
Up the road lies the impressive Ásbyrgi Canyon, “The Shelter 
of the Gods”. A massive, horseshoe-shaped rock formation, 
Ásbyrgi stands guard next to the northern entrance to the 
much larger, 22 mile Jokulsa Canyon. The bizarre shape is the 
aftermath of severe glacial flooding due to an erupting volcano 
underneath the Vatnajökull ice cap thousands of years ago. 
Surrounded by cliffs reaching 328 ft and busy photographing 

the vast landscape, we might miss Botnstjörn “Lake” among the waving green grasses and fir trees which also cover 
the area. Be sure to take a closer look because flocks of water birds call this place home. After our fill of photos from 
the top viewpoint, we’ll take a short hike to the small pond at the bottom of the canyon for a different perspective.  

 
Hike Difficulty: Easy, Less than 1 mile (.5-1 hr) 
 

 
 

Hljodaklettar, “Cave of Echoes” completes the diamond circuit. This distinctive cluster of columnar rocks derives 
their name from the strange echoes & acoustics created by the numerous caves and uncommon rock formations. The 
columns lie at all angles creating a multitude of hexagonal patterns, making for very interesting photos 
 

Overnight Lake Mytvan at Fosshotel 
 
Day 11, Saturday September 28th: Farewell to the Land of Fire & Ice (B)  
 
After breakfast this morning we make our way 
back to North Iceland’s domestic airport for our 
flight to Reykjavík & then onward international 
flight home. Bid farewell to this magical island 
which is sure to lure you back at some point in 
your traveling future.  
 

Depart home from Reykjavík International 
Airport (KEF) 
*Please note, our included domestic flight back to 
Reykjavík will be determined approx. 4 months 
prior to the trip start date. Do not book your 
departure flight home prior to this 
announcement as you risk missing the 
connection if the departure is too early. If you 



must book your fight before this announcement, do not depart before 6:00 PM on September 28th 2019. 
 
 

 

Iceland North Island Inclusions/Exclusions  
 

Accommodations: 

Lake Mytvan:  

Fosshotel Mytvan (http://www.fosshotel.is/hotels/fosshotel-in-the-north/fosshotel-myvatn/)  

OR 

IH Mytvan Mytvan (https://www.icelandairhotels.com/en/hotels/myvatn)   

*Hotels subject to change based on availability 

 

Included: 
 
• 3 nights/4 days accommodations  
• Round Trip Domestic Flights Included (REK <–> AEY), 500 USD Value! 
• Breakfast Everyday 
• Private Iceland driver/guide throughout 
• All privately guided tours and activities as listed in the itinerary 
• All Ground Transfers  
• Taxes, Tickets, & Entrance Fees included as listed in the itinerary 
 
Not Included:  
 
• International Airfare- We are happy to help you find a good flight as always! 

(Arriving and departing from the Reykjavík International Airport (KEF) 
(Arrival/Departure times needed TBD)  

• Items of a personal nature 
• Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with activities on your 

own 
• Costs for any meals not included 
• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 
• Any additional transportation, items, entrance fees, etc not listed in the above 

itinerary 
• Tips for driver/guide/hotel staff/porters: (Recommended 12.00-18.00 USD per 

person per day for driver/guide, 3.00-6.00 USD per person per day for lodge and 
hotel staff, $1.00 per bag when/if using porters) 

 
 

 
Price: TBD….Will be announced soon.. 
Single Supplement: TBD….Will be announced soon *LIMITED Single Supplements Available 
 
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy is requested. 
 
Please go to http://www.photoflytravel.org/iceland-small-group-tours/ to secure your spot OR mail check to 
Local Planet Travel: 
 



Local Planet Travel 
105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 
 
 

 
Cancellation Policy & Refunds 

 
There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 125 days or more prior to trip start 
date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations made less than 125 days prior to trip start date will 
receive no refund of full amount due. No refunds on unused portions of the tour. After airline tickets are issued, 
airline cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new 
ticket price. 

 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

 

Route Maps 
 

Day 1: Saturday September 15th: Arrive to the Land of the Vikings 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day 2, Sunday September 16th : The Golden Circle 

 
 
 

Day 3, Monday September 17th: To the Highlands of Landmannalaugar  



& Day 4, Tuesday September 18th: Waterfalls, Glaciers, & Iceberg Lagoon! 
 

 
 

Day 5, Wednesday September 19th: September 18th: Ethereal Black Sand Beaches, Massive 
Waterfalls, & A Spectacular Canyon 

 
  

Day 6, Thursday September 20th: Diversity in the West 

 



Day 7, Friday September 21st: Snæfellsnes National & Day 8, Wednesday September 27th: 
Encounter Reykjavík 

 
Day 8, Saturday September 22nd: Encounter Reykjavík 
 

 
 

North Iceland Extension 
 

Day 8, Saturday September 22nd: Akureyri, Gateway to the North 
 

   



 
Day 9, Sunday September 23rd: The “Dark Fortress” & Geothermal Wonderlands  
 

 
 
Day 10, Monday September 24th:  Europe’s Largest Waterfall & A Massive Canyon! 
 

 
 
 



 
Day 11, Tuesday September 25th: Farewell to the Land of Fire & Ice 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PhotoFly Travel Club 
Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 
steve@photoflytravel.com  

 
Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 

 
 

  
 


