
 
Enchanting Ireland 

 

 
 

July 15th – July 23rd 2019 
 
This trip has more off the path, unique experiences and phenomenal photo ops throughout! 
Stunning castles, quaint, sleepy villages, massive coastal cliffs, majestic mountain formations, 
delicious stouts, and world famous whiskeys; experience what the land of the leprechaun is all 
about!  
 
B-Breakfast L-Lunch D-Dinner 
 

 
“It’s a Celtic mystery: how can a country as small as Ireland be packed with so much majestic 
history, natural beauty, vibrant culture, and, of course, fun? Norman castles overlook wild, 
empty beaches, Georgian country houses host impromptu traditional music sessions, excited 
theatergoers spill out into bustling Dublin pubs. Drama and spectacle lie at every turn, with a 
pint of Guinness to toast it all. But the real Irish secret is the people: their unique blend of 
warmth, humor, and irreverence will ensure your trip to the Emerald Isle is a true adventure” – 
Fodor’s 
 
Day 1, Monday July 15th: The Rock of Cashel & Charming Kilkenny (No Meals) 
 
Upon arrival at the Dublin International Airport (DUB), our local guide will pick us up to begin a 
stunning road trip filled with Ireland’s history, culture, & beauty.  
 



Heading south, our first stop takes us to a stunning array of medieval architecture. The Rock of 
Cashel was the seat of kings and 
mediaeval bishops for 900 years, and 
this small town flourished until the 
early 17th century. A must-stop for 
us photo lovers, the site takes its 
name due to the spectacular group of 
medieval buildings set on an outcrop 
of limestone (12th century round 
tower, High Cross, Romanesque 
Chapel, 13th century Gothic 
cathedral, & 15th century castle!) 
 
After our guided visit and plenty of 
photos we’ll continue onto the 
charming “city” (population 25,000) 
of Kilkenny, indeed the smallest in 
the country, coined the 

medieval capital of Ireland. There will be free time this afternoon to wander the streets and 
discover Kilkenny Castle and Gardens, Black Abbey, & the original “round tower” of St. 
Canice’s Cathedral (stunning views & photographs from the top!). Kilkenny is the perfect place 
to begin our journey on the “sunny” side of Ireland! 
 
Grab a bite to eat on your own this evening or join our tour leader for a tasty meal at the local’s 
favorite pub. 
 
Overnight at Kilkenny Pembroke Hotel 

 
*Please note you will need to arrive at Dublin International Airport (DUB) no later than 
9:00 AM on July 15th. *There are many flights that arrive in the early AM however we strongly 
recommend arriving a day early on July 14th to prepare for unexpected delays & ensure you 
arrive in time for our departure out of Dublin to begin the tour as a group. We are happy to help 
arrange an extra night hotel and airport transfer if you wish to arrive a day early. E-mail us 
for more info & pricing.  
 
* If your flight is significantly delayed 
on July 15th, you would need to make 
your own way to the hotel in Kilkenny 
to meet up with the rest of the group 
(1.5-2 hr drive) 

 
Day 2, Saturday Tuesday July 16th:  
Castles, Gardens, & Whiskey (B, D)  
 
After a full Irish breakfast this morning 
we’ll start on a stunning drive through 
the Knockmealdown Mountains, 
stopping for photos along the way. We end up in the beautiful heritage town of Lismore for a 

Steve Juba




visit to the colorful Lismore Castle Gardens, covered in beautiful flowers, plants, & trees, 
arranged over seven acres within the castle’s 17th century walls.  
 
Next up, join our tour leader for a woodland walk along the banks of the River Blackwater. The 
gentle stroll offers magnificent views of Lismore 
Castle among a variety of flora including beech, 
ash, ferns, spindle trees, holly, ivy, golden 
saxifrage, and wild garlic. 
 
Get ready for a fascinating tour this afternoon of a 
historical whiskey distillery. Run by Jameson 
Irish Whiskey, they expanded their operations to 
the The Old Midleton Distillery in 1975, 
providing the space to stretch their whiskey 
making ambitions. This historic distillery was 
fully preserved and is now home to the Jameson 
Experience, where the charm and elegance of the 
distillery buildings reflect the pride in the product that was made here.  

 
On arrival we’re immersed in the old world atmosphere of the buildings and grounds. A massive 
cooper vat in the garden and antique barrels & trucks laid out on brilliant green grass set the 

stage. We’ll learn about the whiskey 
making process used by Jameson for 
over 200 years and then head to the 
old distillery itself.  Antique 
vehicles, water mills, barrels, and 
casks line the way and after the tour 
we’ll enter a large saloon style bar 
for a glass of the good stuff! We 
have the option to have it straight up 
or with ginger & lime. *For those 
who do not drink or like whiskey, the 
tour itself is really the heart of the 
experience & has fantastic reviews.  
 
In the late afternoon we’ll arrive in 

the city of Cork; Ireland’s third largest “is first in every important respect – at least according to 
the locals, who cheerfully refer to it as the ‘real capital of Ireland’. It’s a liberal, youthful and 
cosmopolitan place that was badly hit by economic recession but is now busily reinventing itself 
with spruced-up streets, revitalized stretches of waterfront, and – seemingly – an artisan coffee 
bar on every corner. The best of the city is still happily traditional – snug pubs with live-music 

sessions, restaurants dishing up top-quality local produce, and a genuinely proud welcome from 
the locals.” -Lonely Planet.  
 
We’ll have time to check into our hotel and wander the cobblestone streets before an awesome 
welcome dinner at the traditional Oliver Plunkett Irish Pub; Cork’s home of the finest 



traditional music, best pints of Guinness, wide choice of whiskeys and craft beers, great 
atmosphere and the most laid back and charming bar staff that you will ever come across! 
 
Overnight at Clayton Hotel Cork City  
 
Day 3, Wednesday July 17th: Majestic Mountains, Bays, & Islands (B)  
 
We depart Cork this morning to make our way to the world famous region known as the Ring of 

Kerry. But first we have lots of great landscapes 
and experiences to encounter en route. A pleasant 
drive through the small towns and villages of of 
Clonakilty, Ross Carbery & Skibbereen takes us to 
Bantry Bay. Here we’ll board a ferry to Garnish 
Island and photograph the serene bays landscape 
with calm waters and harbor seals along the way.  
 
Garinsh Island has got to be seen to be believed. 
This unique island plays host to a multitude of 
plant variations, and the blanket of summer 
coloring which covers the island creates a rainbow 
of color. The island has a wonderful history and its 

unusual micro climate allows a range of exotic subtropical plant species to flourish which our 
local guide will point out along the way (great for macro photos!). The gardens are carefully laid 
out for beautiful walks but just wait until we see the stunning viewpoints scattered around the 
island for more great shots! 
 
This afternoon we’ll continue the journey passing over  the wild and majestic Caha Mountains to 
Kenmare. There will be free time here to wander around this beautiful town self proclaimed as a 
“walkers paradise”. Shops, galleries, restaurants, & pubs line the streets making it an excellent 
spot for a pint! 
 
At last we’ll arrive at the Ring of Kerry to the quaint coastal village of Sneem; nestled between 
mountains and the wild, rugged, coast offering some of the best views in the country! The 
evening is free to get dinner on your own at the hotel, or join our tour leader on a short walk into 
the tiny town for another tasty pub meal with the locals. 
 
Overnight at Sneem Hotel 
 
Day 4, Thursday July 18th: Kayak on 
Kenmare Bay & Stunning Hike via 
the Hamlet of Castle Cove (B) 
 
Fill up with another hearty Irish 
breakfast this morning because we’re off 
on a kayak excursion on Kenmare Bay. 
The stable and comfortable kayaks will 
be a blast on this expertly guided 
experience. Departing from the slipway 
right in front of our Sneem Hotel, we’ll 
navigate two miles down the Seem River 
onto the pristine & sheltered Sneem 
Harbor. Keep your eyes peeled and 
cameras ready to spot seals, otters, and 
the odd sea eagle along the way! *Any participants not interested in the kayak trip can enjoy a 
leisurely morning in the village of Sneem. 

 



After the kayak, we’ll enjoy lunch together or 
on you own in the quaint downtown village of 
Sneem (not included). 
 
This afternoon we embark on a guided hike via 
the Hamlet of Castlecove. Our local guide will 
take us over the hills to the neighboring village 
of Caherdaniel. This outstanding, well marked 
trail has commanding views of the spectacular 
Beara Peninsula & Kenmare Bay, including the 
islands of Deenish, Scarriff, and Bull Rock. 
We’ll finish in the small village of Caherdaniel 
and take a stroll for photographs along the 

gorgeous beach of Derrynane. Moderate Hike, 3.5 miles   *Any participants not interested in the 
hike can take a stroll on the spectacular Atlantic beach of Derrynane and meet the rest of the 
group where the hike ends. 
 
We’ll sleep well tonight after this epic, adventure filled day! 
 
Overnight at Sneem Hotel 

 
Day 5, Tuesday July 19th: The Wonders of Dingle (B) 
Today we’ll travel via Moll’s Gap, Ladies View, and along the Lakes of Killarney to the 
Ireland’s most famous peninsula: Dingle! Simply put, Dingle is magic, its mellow landscape is 
one of green hills and golden sands culminating in Europe’s most westerly point. Our first stop 
will be yet another dramatic landscape at Coomenoole Beach. This small but stunning stretch of 
sand is awesome to photograph. Drastic 
landscape photo ops to be taken from the 
cliff above and on the beach itself.  
 
Next we continue on “Slea Head Drive”, a 
spectacular road trip around the most 
stunning parts of Dingle Peninsula. We’ll 
see and photograph the breathtaking Slea 
Head point with the “Devil’s Horns” 
jutting out at the end, Ventry Harbour with 
its crescent blue shaped beach, ancient 
Fahan Beehive Huts, the Blasket Islands, 
and so much more!  
 
At last we’ll arrive in the quaint town of Dingle. A vibrant fishing port in the heart of the 
peninsula, this charming fishing village has a picturesque variety of shops, comfy pubs, café’s, 
and charming B&Bs. Irish traditional music and dance can be seen and heard throughout 
town and are a fantastic centerpiece in the pubs each evening. The evening will be free to wander 
and photograph the narrow cobblestone streets, brightly colored pubs, homes, and inns. As 
always, you’re free to get dinner on your own or join our tour leader for another awesome night 
filled with Irish song, dance, and food.  
 



Overnight at Dingle Skellig Hotel 
 
Day 6, Friday July 20th: The Highest 
Mountain Pass & the Highest Cliffs in 
Ireland (B) 
 
The morning begins with an exciting drive up 
and over Connor Pass, the highest in Ireland. 
The views from the road are breathtaking with 
dramatic, glacier cut mountains and glacier 
carved lakes dotting the landscape. It’s truly 
the most dramatic and scenic way to move 
onto arguably the most dramatic place in the 
country: The Cliffs of Moher. Upon reaching 
the coast, a scenic ferry will take us across the 
border into County Clare and the shores of the 
Shannon, en route to the gigantic cliffs.  
 
Looming 
over County 
Clare’s west 

coast, the cliffs stretch for 5 miles and 700 ft over the Atlantic 
Ocean. Unchanged for millennia, the landscape of the cliffs 
has, for centuries, welcomed visitors who come to marvel at 

their splendor. 
Before heading out 
onto the cliffs 
themselves, we’ll 
visit the The Cliffs 
Exhibition, an exciting interpretive center at the 
Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience. Located at the 
center of the underground building, a huge domed 
cave contains: images, exhibits, displays & short 
movies about the fascinating history of mother 

nature’s beautiful creation. Next we’ll walk the 
paths along the 320-million-year-old cliffs with a 
variety of vantage points for great photos 
everywhere we turn.  
 
Up the road awaits “The Burren”, a unique 
limestone landscape that was shaped beneath 
ancient seas, and then forced high and dry creating 
an impressive geological phenomenon. In the 
Burren, land and sea seem to merge into one, vast, 
exhilarating space beneath the huge skies.  
 
Alas we’ll arrive this early evening in the 
medieval, cultural epicenter of Galway. After 
checking into our hotel in the heart of the city, 
take a ramble down Quay Street with its many 
great pubs including “The Quays” and “Ti 
Neachtain”, a town house which belonged to “Humanity Dick”, an 18th century member of 
parliament who promoted laws against cruelty to animals.   
 
Overnight at Radisson Hotel Galway 

 
 



 
Day 7, Saturday July 21st: Galway & Guinness (B) 

 
Known as the “City of the Tribes” after a number of 
prominent merchant families who controlled the political, 
commercial, and social life of the city, Galway is special, 
simple as that. Amidst a pulsating knot of winding, 
cobblestone streets, a carnival atmosphere is created every 
day by enchanting street performers spouting poetry, 
juggling fire, and beating bodhrans while the sound of 
fiddles, bagpipes, and harps spill from the open doors of 
its medieval taverns. Our local guide will show us around 
the best spots and hidden corners of this great city for a 
myriad of colorful stories and photographs.  
 
From here, we’ll make our way back toward Dublin 
through the center of this green isle. A fascinating guided 
tour awaits around and inside one of the mysterious 
wonders of ancient human history. The tombs of 
Newgrange, Knowth, and Dowth were built over 5,000 
years ago by stone age farmers! These ancient temples 
were a place of astrological, spiritual, religious, and 

ceremonial importance (not to mention a massive grave!) The large kidney shaped mound covers 
an area over one acre and is retained at the base by 97 curbstones, some richly decorated with 

megalithic art!  
 
Back to Dublin: With a glut of boutique hotels, great shopping, mighty bars, and some of the 
country’s most sophisticated restaurants, 
Dublin is fast becoming the premier city 
destination in Europe. We’ll wander the 
maze of cobbled streets in Temple Bar, 
slurp a ‘pint of plain’ in the Guinness 
storehouse, & marvel at the world famous 
Book of Kells – Dublin will not 
disappoint. 
 



In the late afternoon we’ll finally arrive 
back in Dublin and a delicious pint of 
stout beckons from the Guinness 
Storehouse. Guinness is synonymous 
with Ireland and when in Dublin, no visit 
is complete without a trip to this iconic 
brewery. Located in the heart of the 
legendary St. James’s Gate Brewery, 
Guinness Storehouse was the former 
fermentation plant, now remodeled into a 
seven story visitor experience dedicated 
to the history of this world famous beer. 
An interesting tour leads us to the 
Gravity Bar, located on the top story 

where we’ll enjoy 360 degree panoramic views across Dublin, while savoring a complimentary 
pint of Guinness. 
 
The evening is at leisure after checking into our hotel in the heart of Dublin. Take a stroll 
through St. Stephen’s Green on the way to bustling historic district. Explore on your own or join 
our tour leader to Temple Lane for music, dinner, and a pint a the legendary Temple Bar.  
 

Overnight at Gresham Riu Hotel 
 
Day 8, Sunday July 22nd: Cathedrals, Colleges, Kells, & a Gaol (B, D) 
 
Today will be full of great experiences throughout the best that Dublin has to offer. We begin 
with largest and tallest church in Ireland, St. Patrick’s Cathedral was built between 1191 and 
1270. However, the site’s history begins way back in the 5th century as the first Christian site in 
Ireland, where St. Patrick baptized converts. The history is fascinating and the gothic revival 
architecture is stunning. 
 
Next stop is the world renowned Trinity College & The Book of Kells. Walking through the 
cobbled stones of the oldest university in Ireland will bring us back to the 18th century, when the 
magnificent Old Library building was constructed. 
The library houses The Book of Kells, a 9th-
century gospel manuscript world famous for its 
illustrations and ornamentation which surpass that 
of any other Insular Gospel books in extravagance 
and complexity. We’ll experience a fascinating 
exhibition about these treasured books before 
entering the Long Room, the longest single-
chamber library in the world containing 200,000 
of the library’s oldest books! 
 



In the afternoon we’ll take a fascinating tour through 
Kilmainham Gaol, one of the largest unoccupied gaols 
(prisons) in Europe, covering some of the most heroic and 
tragic events in Irelands emergence as a modern nation 
from the 1780s to the 1920s. This historic landmark is 
now a fantastic museum with an exhibition detailing the 
captivating political and penal history of the prison and its 
restoration. *Please note, we are unable to guarantee 
reservations for our group until a few months prior to the 
trip due to the extreme popularity of the site. In the event 
we cannot secure tickets, an alternative activity will be 
chosen.  
 
Part 1 of our journey will culminate in a final night dinner, 
song, & Irish dance celebration at the Merry Ploughboy 
Pub. The only pub in Ireland owned and managed by 

musicians, its unique 'hands on' approach from the owners make our this last night in Ireland one 
we'll never forget! The excellent food, Irish music & dance show has been awarded "Best 
Dinner/Entertainment Event in 
Ireland" and the pub is the current 
"Music Pub of the Year". *Please note, 
we are unable to guarantee 
reservations for our group until a few 
months prior to the trip due to the 
extreme popularity of the restaurant & 
show. In the event we cannot secure 
tickets, an alternative activity will be 
chosen. In the event we cannot secure 
seats, we’ll enjoy an alternative dinner 
& dance show at the highly regarded 
Abbey Tavern. 
 
Overnight at Gresham Riu Hotel 
 
Day 9, Monday July 23rd: Farewell to the Green Island (B) 
 

After our last hearty, Irish breakfast the day 
will be at leisure until our flights home. Bid 
farewell to the land of leprechauns and some 
of the friendliest people on earth! 
 
*Depart home from Dublin International 
Airport (DUB)  
 
*Please note, the included airport transfer 
times will be announced approximately 3-4 
months prior to the trip departure date. If you 
wish to book your flights prior to this 
announcement and you do not depart within 
the needed time windows, we are always 

happy to help you arrange a private transfer to the airport for your specific departure flight 
home. 
 

 
Ireland Inclusions/Exclusions Below 

 

 



Accommodations:  

Kilkenny: Kilkenny Pembroke Hotel  (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g186616-
d615890-Reviews-Pembroke_Kilkenny-Kilkenny_County_Kilkenny.html) 

Cork: Clayton Hotel Cork City (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g186600-d518355-
Reviews-Clayton_Hotel_Cork_City-Cork_County_Cork.html) 

Sneem: Sneem Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g211918-d663527-Reviews-
Sneem_Hotel-Sneem_County_Kerry.html)   

Dingle: Dingle Skellig Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g211861-d212795-
Reviews-Dingle_Skellig_Hotel-Dingle_Dingle_Peninsula_County_Kerry.html)   

Galway: Galmont Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g186609-d226394-
Reviews-The_Galmont_Hotel_Spa-Galway_County_Galway_Western_Ireland.html)   

Dublin: The Spencer Hotel (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g186605-d206333-
Reviews-The_Spencer_Hotel_Dublin_IFSC-Dublin_County_Dublin.html)   

*Hotels subject to change based on availability 

 

Included: 
 

• 8 nights/9 days accommodations at charming 
hotels and B&Bs 

• Full Irish Breakfast Everyday 
• Welcome & Farewell Dinner 
• Private Irish driver/guide throughout 
• All privately guided tours and activities as 

listed in the itinerary 
• All Ground and Water Transfers  
• Taxes, Tickets, & Entrance Fees included as 

listed in the itinerary 
 
Not Included:  
 

• International Airfare- We are happy to help you find a good flight as always! (Arriving 
and departing from the Dublin International Airport (DUB) ) Departure times needed 
TBD) 

• Items of a personal nature 
• Optional activities if stated above and any fees associated with activities on your own 
• Costs for any meals not included 
• Beverages are not included with meals unless specifically stated in itinerary 
• Any additional transportation, items, entrance fees, etc not listed in the above itinerary 
• Tips for driver/guide/hotel staff/porters: (Recommended 10.00-15.00 USD per person 

per day for driver/guide, $2.00 per person per day for lodge and hotel staff, $1.00 per 
bag when using porters) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Price: $2795.00  
Single Supplement: $895.00  
 
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single 
occupancy is requested. 

 
Please go to http://www.photoflytravel.org/ireland-small-group-tours to secure your spot 
OR mail check to Local Planet Travel: 
 

Local Planet Travel 
105 Swallowtail Pl 

Greenville, SC 29607 
 
 

Cancellation Policy & Refunds 
 

There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 125 days or 
more prior to trip departure date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations less 
than 125 days prior to trip departure date will receive no refund of full amount due. No refunds 
on unused portions of the tour. After airline tickets are issued, airline cancellations are per the 
airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable with a fee plus new ticket price. 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 

 

 
 

PhotoFly Travel Club 
Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 
steve@photoflytravel.com  

 
Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 

 
 

  
 


