
Epic All Inclusive Tanzania Safari! 
 

  
 

April 13th-20th 2019 
 

 
 

East Africa is known as the pinnacle safari experience and it’s been too long since we’ve visited Kenya’s famous 
neighbor, Tanzania! We’ve really gone to bat for our travel club on this one and created an epic safari in Tanzania for 
an unbeatable price (FREE single supplement for solo travelers!). Tanzania is perhaps the most famous and sought 
after destination in East Africa to see the Big 5 and the tallest mountain in Africa: Kilimanjaro. This is going to be a 
photo dream trip in style with luxury boutique lodges, all delicious meals included, and so much more! 
 

 
All Inclusive: (B-breakfast, L-lunch, D-dinner) 

Day 1- Saturday April 13th: Arrive Kilimanjaro & Onto Arusha (No Meals) 

Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro International Airport our driver will pick you up and escort to our Arusha 
hotel. 

 
 

The remainder of the day is at leisure to rest & catch up on jet lag.  Get ready because tomorrow the safari 
adventure of a lifetime begins!  
 

Overnight at Mount Meru Hotel 
 

* Arriving a day early on April 12th is a great way to catch up on jet lag and be fresh by the time we begin 
safari. We highly recommend considering this option. E-mail steve@photoflytravel.com to request.  
 

*Depart USA Airport à Kilimanjaro International Airport (JRO) to arrive on April 13th 2019. 
*Arrival Flight times for the included group transfer to hotel will be sent out 3-4 months prior to the trip. 



Day 2 - Sunday April 14th: The Safari Begins… (B, L, D) 
 

Tarangire National Park: “Welcome to one of Africa's most underrated 
parks. Thanks to its proximity to Serengeti National Park and Ngorongoro 
Crater, Tarangire National Park deserves much more. It's a place where 
elephants dot the plains like cattle, and where lion roars and zebra barks 
fill the night. But here the wildlife tells only half the story. Dominating the 
park's 2850 sq km, Tarangire's great stands of epic baobabs should be 
reason enough to visit!” Paraphrased from Lonely Planet 

 
Our safari begins with a scenic drive to Tarangire National Park, well known for its huge herds of 

elephant, cape buffalo, as well as lion, 
cheetah & leopard. Our experienced wildlife 
expert guides whose knowledge and ability to 
spot the animals and birds will astound us. 
Arriving at the lodge in time for lunch, we’ll 
settle in and fill our bellies before our first 
afternoon game drive!  
 
With the adrenaline still pumping after our 
first safari photo quest, settle in and share 
pics with our new friends before another 
delicious meal for dinner. Rest up tonight 

because our adventure continues tomorrow AM with a fascinating visit to a nearby village.   
 

Overnight at Tarangire Sopa Lodge   
 

Day 3 - Monday April 15th: The Mto WA Mbu Village: Local Farms, Local Lunch, & Banana Beer! 
(B, L, D) 
 

After breakfast this morning we’ll drive to the Mto WA Mbu Village for an unforgettable encounter with 
the locals and their culture. We’ll explore the village on foot, 
taking time to capture amazing shots of the surrounding daily 
life. A friendly woman who’s lived in the village her whole life 
will prepare a tasty lunch for us and explain how she makes 
some of their favorite meals. Down the road, a “brewery” is 
underway boiling & fermenting bananas to make the local’s 
favorite alcoholic beverage: banana bear! We’ll be amazed at 
how much beer this small shack can pump out every day! 
 
Next up check out the villages farms, schools, & sacred meeting 
point under their giant baobab tree. If we’re lucky the village 
chief will be around to introduce and welcome us to his special 
home.  
 
This afternoon we’ll make our way to Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area and and onto the lip of this giant natural phenomenon. 
Tonight enjoy another scrumptious dinner with the group at this 
amazing lodge overlooking the crater. 
 
Overnight at Ngorongoro Serena Lodge (B, L, D) 
 
Day 4 – Tuesday April 16th: The Largest Caldera in the World Teeming with Wildlife! (B, L, D) 
 

Ngorongoro Crater:“Pick a superlative: amazing, incredible, 
breathtaking…they all apply to the stunning, ethereal blue-green vistas of 



the Ngorongoro Crater. But as wonderful as the views are from above, the 
real magic happens when you get down inside and drive among an 
unparalleled concentration of wildlife, including the highest density of 
both lions and overall predators in Africa. One of the continent's premier 
attractions, this renowned natural wonder is deservedly a Unesco World 
Heritage Site.” – Lonely Planet 
 

The Ngorongoro Crater is the world’s largest intact caldera (collapsed volcano) and today we’ll descend 
2,000 feet into her giant bowl for a one-of-a-kind safari. Over 30,000 animals live within this enormous 
natural basin, the most densely packed concentration of wildlife in Africa. We should enouncter and 
photograph wildebeest, giant tusked elephants, lions, dik-dik (smallest antelope), & wart-hogs. If we’re 
lucky, a highly endangered black rhino may come our way to pose for a shot and show off her beautiful 
horns! On the lakeside of the bowl there are pelican, ibis, and flamingo to capture in flight and at the 
lakeshore having some lunch. Lunch will be in order for us too; we’ll hop out of our safari vehicles for a 
tasty picnic among the animals who call Ngorongoro home.  
 

 
 

This afternoon we’ll stretch our legs with a once in a lifetime crater rim walk! Our expert guides will 
make sure we’re safe throughout and help us spot creatures within the astounding landscape before us. 
Enjoy another celebratory dinner with the group tonight to share photos and reminisce about everything 
we’ve seen all in just one day! 
 

Overnight at Ngorongoro Serena Lodge  

Day 5 – Wednesday April 17th: The Cradle of Humankind & the Great Serengeti! (B, L, D) 

Olduvai Gorge:“One of the most important paleoanthropological sites in 
the world; Olduvai has proven invaluable in furthering our understanding 
of human evolution. The dusty, 48km-long ravine is often referred to as the 
cradle of humankind and its unique geological history provides 
remarkable documentation of ancient life, allowing us to look back to the 
days of our earliest ancestors! 

 
After breakfast we have a special stop en route to the great 
Serengeti National Park. A visit to Olduvai Gorge is a must, 
where Professors Mary & Louis Leakey discovered some of 
the earliest evidence of human existence in the 1950s. Here 
we’ll learn about some of their most important discoveries 
that paved the way to our better understanding of human 
evolution up to our very own species, Homo sapiens. 
Learning about this fascinating history with the gorge right 
in front of us is an awesome way to connect the story with 
the place! 
 



Alas, moving onto our Serengeti lodge we’ll enjoy lunch before embarking on our first game drive in 
arguably the most famous safari game park in the world!  
 

Serengeti National Park:“15,000 square km (5,791 square miles) of 
pristine wilderness and that's it. Its Maasai name Serenget means 
"Endless Plain." A primeval Eden par excellence, named a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 1978 and an International Biosphere Reserve in 
1981, Serengeti is all it's cracked up to be. You won't be disappointed.” – 
Fodor’s 
  
“Few people forget their first 
encounter with the Serengeti. 
Perhaps it's the view from Naabi 
Hill at the park's entrance, from 
where the grasslands appear to 
stretch to the ends of the earth. Or 
maybe it's a coalition of lions 
stalking across open plains, their 
manes catching the breeze. Or it 
could be wildebeest and zebra 
migrating in their millions, 
following the ancient rhythm of 
Africa's seasons. Whatever it is, 
welcome to one of the greatest 
wildlife-watching destinations on earth.” – Lonely Planet  
 

Of all the famed African predators one can think of, they all call the Serengeti home. This afternoon we’ll 
explore the endless expanse of lush green savannah in search of lion, leopard, & cheetah hunting for 
dinner! After the cats have had their meal, it’s time for our dinner. Be sure to fill up before bed because 
tomorrow we have a full day in the Serengeti to maximize our chance for unique sightings and get as many 
awesome photographs as we can!  
 

Overnight at Serengeti Serena Lodge  
 

Day 6 – Thursday April 18th: Africa’s Richest 
Wildlife Viewing Arena! (B, L, D) 
 

Today we spend the whole day on safari in 
Africa's richest wildlife viewing arena. The 
Masai word Serengeti means ‘endless plains’, a 
perfect description of this magnificent area of 
over 6,000 square miles. The variety of wildlife 
in the Serengeti is endless, and on our all day 
game drive we have a good chance of seeing or 
completing our sightings of most if not all of the 
‘Big Five’ (lion, leopard, buffalo, elephant, and 
rhino). Let’s not forget the incredible birdlife as 
well as huge herds of zebra, wildebeest, hippo’s, 
and antelope. We’re confident today will be one 

for the books with many memories and photos to share back home. 
 

 

Optional Sunrise Hot Air Balloon over the Serengeti! 
 

A hot air balloon ride is one of the most amazing ways to experience the Serengeti. 
They’re ideally suited in the open, treeless plains allowing many of the animals to be seen 



from the air and viewed from an altitude of several  thousand feet. Launching at dawn, 
rising as the sun rises, we gently float over the plains of the magnificent Serengeti. 
 

 
 

The balloon safari starts early morning when we depart the lodge while it’s still dark so we may be 
fortunate to see nocturnal animals on the way to the launch site. 
 

The Experience:  
 

On arrival we’ll meet our pilot and witness our balloon being inflated & prepared for launch. After a 
thorough safety briefing and demonstration of boarding and landing position we board the balloon and lift 
off!  
 

Rising as the sun rises our balloon floats in whatever direction the winds of the day are heading over this 
wonderful area. It is an adventure – even for us. Whereas we know where we have started, we genuinely do 
not know where we will land as we float in the direction of and speed of the wind. Our pilot will use 
varying altitudes and layers of air to navigate the balloon over this amazing area. Each day is different, part 
of the flight may be low, offering a different perspective for photographs and at other times it may climb to 
1000’ or more! Nobody can predict, no two flights are ever the same, and our balloon safari will be unique. 
 

The flight is about an hour, depending on conditions. After landing, we celebrate in the traditional way with 
a champagne toast before heading off 
to a special ‘Out of Africa’ breakfast. 
Breakfast is prepared in the bush and 
served under a convenient acacia 
tree. Celebrate with freshly prepared 
fare in the company of our fellow 
passengers to make a memorable 
finale to our adventure. 
 

What’s Included: 
 

• 1 hr sunrise hot air 
balloon 

• Round trip 
transportation  

• National Park Entrance 
Fees 

• Full Continental Breakfast w/ champagne toast 
 

*After the balloon breakfast we’ll be driven to our safari vehicles to meet up with the rest of our 
group and continue on our full day safari. 

 

Price: 475.00 USD  
 

Payment by credit/debit card (email to request, 3% processing fee added) OR mail check 
to Local Planet Travel: 

Local Planet Travel 
        105 Swallowtail Pl 
        Greenville, SC 29607 



Overnight at Serengeti Serena Lodge  
 

Day 7 - Friday April 19th: Lake Manyara & the Tree Climbing Lions! (B, L, D) 
 

After breakfast we’ll say goodbye to the spectacular Serengeti but not before one last game drive on our 
way out of the park. We move on to Lake Manyara in the heart of the Great Rift Valley.  
 

 
 

Lake Manyara: A scenic gem, with a setting extolled by Ernest Hemingway as “the 
loveliest I had seen in Africa”. Manyara provides the perfect introduction to Tanzania’s 
birdlife. More than 400 species have been recorded, and even a first-time visitor to Africa 
might reasonably expect to observe 100 of these in one day. Highlights include thousands 
of pink-hued flamingos on their perpetual migration, as well as other large water birds such 
as pelicans, cormorants and storks. The compact game-viewing circuit through Manyara 
offers a virtual microcosm of the Tanzanian safari experience. 

 

Upon arrival we’ll check into our scenic lodge for lunch & a local cooking class! Then, with our bellies full 
and Tanzanian cooking skills improved, we’ll head straight to the national park. But before we embark on 
our game drive, a unique tree-top canopy walk will offer a different perspective for our eyes and camera’s 
when searching for birds, monkeys, and all sorts of wildlife that call the canopy home. 

 
 

The Treetop Walkway takes us on a sky-high adventure through the beautiful forest of 
Lake Manyara. Walk among the treetops and experience untouched nature and wildlife 
from a unique perspective. This 370m air walk starts with a short board-walk that gradually 
rises from ground level up through the canopy of the forest. You walk over a series of 
suspension bridges with thick netting on the sides, and reach a height of 18m off the ground. 
Each of the bridges end on a viewing deck situated around tree trunks. These treetop 
platforms are perfect places to stop and enjoy life in the canopy amongst butterflies, 
monkeys and birds. 
 

During the walk our guides will point out interesting facts about Lake Manyara’s flora and 
fauna, while we enjoy a unique birds-eye view of the world around us. This is Tanzania's 
first Treetop Walkway and one of the longest in Africa! 
 

 

Now it’s onto our game drive around Lake Manyara where we might be lucky enough to catch a glimpse & 
get some images of Manyara's famous tree climbing lions! Lions are too heavy to lounge in most trees 
but Manyara is home to the perfect type, strong enough for them to take a cat nap and get a better view of 
their prey & surroundings. Whether we see the lions or not, we’ll be sure to sight some pink flamingos on 
the edge of the soda ash lake (alkaline lake) where their favorite meal, blue-green benthic algae, grows 
rampant along the shores.  

 



Tonight we’ll celebrate this adventure of a lifetime together with a tasty African feast back at the lodge.  
 

Overnight at Lake Manyara Serena Lodge  
 
Day 8 – Saturday April 20th: Farewell to Africa, for now…(B, L) 

 
Today it is with a heavy heart that we’ll depart from Lake 
Manyara & bid farewell to the magical lands of Tanzania. On the 
way, enjoy one last lunch in Arusha before continuing on to 
Kilimanjaro International Airport (JRO) for our departure flights 
home. Bid farewell to Africa until the next time!  
 
* Flights may depart anytime AFTER 6:00 PM from JRO 
airport       

 

What’s Included: 

• Accommodation as stipulated in the itinerary.  
• Transportation in a chauffeur driven safari vehicle with pop-

up roof for easy game viewing & photography. 
• Guaranteed window seat in each vehicle. 
• Services of an English speaking driver-guide, game viewing 

drives  
• All Government taxes and levies. 
• All meet and greet services. 
• All arrival and departure transfers. 

• Meals as indicated in the itinerary. 
• On safari accessories in each vehicle: - First-aid kit, wildlife books, a pair of binoculars, cool box and fire 

extinguisher. 

What’s Not Included: 

• All items of personal nature e.g. telephone call bills, fax/email bills etc.  
• Tips and gratuities to hotel, lodges, camp staff 

and driver- guide(s).  Budget approx. $ 2.00 – $ 
4.00 per person per day for lodge and hotel staff, 
$ 1.00 per bag for porters and $ 5.00 - $ 10.00 per 
person per day for driver-guides 

• Alcoholic and certain non-alcoholic drinks with 
meals 

• Any local or international flight and departure 
taxes.  

• Laundry services.  
• Any other item(s) not included in our itinerary. 
• Visa: $100.00 for USA passport holders/ Visas 

can be obtained on arrival at Kilimanjaro 
International Airport OR prior to the trip. More 
information here: https://liveandletsfly.boardingarea.com/2017/01/03/visa-on-arrival-tanzania/ & 
http://tanzaniaembassy-us.org/?page_id=76  

• Travel insurance: Travel insurance will be offered to all participants 2 months prior to the trip. *Feel 
free to contact us anytime if you want to book and receive coverage information before it is sent out.  

 



Price: $2695.00   
 

*Single Supplement: FREE *Limited singles available. First come first serve… 
 

Refundable Deposit: $600.00 
 
*For our solo travelers we will pair you up with someone of the same sex unless single occupancy 
is requested. 
 
Go to: https://www.photoflytravel.org/tanzania-safari-tour-group-travel/ to sign up! 
 
OR mail check to Local Planet Travel: 
 
Local Planet Travel        
105 Swallowtail Pl 
Greenville, SC 29607   
 

 
Tanzania Cancellation Policy 2019 

 
There is a $100.00 administrative fee for all cancellations. Cancellations made 120 days 
or more prior to trip start date are fully refundable except for the $100 fee. Cancellations 
made less than 120 days prior to trip start date will receive no refund of full amount due. 
No refunds on unused portions of the tour. After airline tickets are issued, airline 
cancellations are per the airline’s policy and are usually non-refundable and changeable 
with a fee plus new ticket price. 
 
*Hotels subject to change based on availability 
 
Questions? 
 
Please call (864) 568 8900: Local Planet Travel Services, LLC 
 
CST: 2101181-40 

 
 

 

 
 

PhotoFly Travel Club 
Club Organizer: Steve Juba 

978 479 4527 
steve@photoflytravel.com  

 
Members Site: http://www.photoflytravel.org/ 

 
 

See Next Page for Lodge & Accomodation Details… 
 

 



Accommodation Information 
 

Mount Meru Hotel 
 
Mount Meru Hotel Situated at the foothill of Mount Meru in Arusha, Tanzania, is an excellent 
place for both business and leisure travelers looking for peace and tranquil. The hotel offers a 
place of serenity on its nine acres characterized by luxuriant vegetation surrounded by Africa’s 
most thrilling scenery, rich with a diverse array of wildlife, etched against the fertile slopes of 
this beautiful mountain. 
 

 
 
Tarangire Sopa Lodge 
 
On the eastern side of the Tarangire River opposite Tarangire Hill stands the Tarangire Sopa 
Lodge. The Lodge is located in the Tarangire National Park and is one of Tanzania's most easily 
accessible conservation areas. The lodge is about an hour's pleasant drive through an area rich 
in wildlife. The Tarangire Sopa Lodge, built as a 'low profile' structure, nestles into a wooded 
hillside valley overlooking Tarangire Hill. Tarangire Sopa Lodge is the only luxury 'hotel-like' lodge 
in Tarangire. The Lodge offers spacious rooms with good views over the bush; a pleasant lounge 
and restaurant, and a unique swimming pool located at the edge of a rocky gorge. The Lodge 
can accommodate 160 guests in 75 suites, each with wall-to-wall carpeting, a bedroom with two 
queen size beds and ample room for a third, lounge area with mini-bar, private bathroom with 
shaver sockets and hair dryer, and a private verandah which offers stunning views over the 
baobab-studded landscape.  

 

 
 
Ngorongoro Serena Safari Lodge 
 
Perched on the edge of the world’s largest intact crater with panoramic views over one of the 
most famous wildlife arenas on planet earth, the lodge offers: 75 air-conditioned rooms which 
are strung around the crater rim, each with its own rock-enclosed balcony. The Maasai-inspired, 
split-level dining and bar area features a two-tier wall of windows looking down on to the 
constantly changing vistas of the crater below. 



 

 
 

Serengeti Serena Safari Lodge 
 
Set high on the saddle of tree-clad ridge commanding panoramic views across the endless 
Serengeti, the lodge is the ultimate fusion of traditional African architecture and world-class 
style. Drawing its inspiration from a traditional Maasai village, it offers: 66 air-conditioned 
rooms, each of which is accommodated in a stone-built, traditionally-thatched ‘Rondavel’. 
Additionally there is an infinity swimming pool and sundeck, a central dining room with BBQ, a 
bar with panoramic viewing deck, extensive grounds and a BBQ dinner site overlooking the 
migration corridor. 
 

 
 
Lake Manyara Serena Safari Lodge 
 
Perched high on the edge of a towering cliff with panoramic views over Lake Manyara and the 
volcano-studded floor of the Great Rift Valley, this lodge offers a unique blend of tranquillity, 
wildlife discovery, ornithological richness and high-adventure sporting action. There are 54 
rooms accommodated in circular rondavels with fabulous views over the infinity pool to the lake. 
Additionally the hotel offers a central bar and dining room set amidst extensive tropical gardens, 
a hill top BBQ restaurant and a spectacular poolside bar.  
 

 


